A Journey to Kalimpong
13 - 23 March 2017
with the UK committee
of Dr Graham’s Homes

An opportunity for sponsors and interested parties to
meet the children and see ﬁrst-hand this remarkable institution

A Journey to
Kalimpong

The UK committee of Dr
Graham’s Homes invites you to
join them on a visit to Kalimpong
We have planned an itinerary combining
Calcutta and Darjeeling with the main
object of our journey, Kalimpong and an
in-depth visit to Dr Graham’s Homes.
This is an ideal opportunity for anyone
interested in the Homes to travel to India
in secure like-minded company.
This tour showcases the Homes in its
context. The colonial India of Dr Graham
was ruled from Calcutta and we will
explore the city’s unique British legacy.
The hill-stations of Darjeeling and
Kalimpong are only 40 miles apart but are
like chalk and cheese. Darjeeling was the
summer retreat of the Raj and we will stay
at the wonderful Windamere hotel, in
atmosphere unchanged in a hundred
years.

Kalimpong, in contrast, has always been a
bustling cosmopolitan centre on the main
trade route from India to Tibet and it was
here the Dalai Lhama lived when he was
exiled in the 50’s.
At The Homes, and in Calcutta, you will
meet the Board of Management, teachers
and our sponsored children.
On our journey we will explore historical
sites, visit a tea plantation, ride on the
heritage railway, see the work of Mother
Theresa, and visit Christian churches,
Hindu temples and Bhuddist monasteries.

This holiday is being escorted by Alistair
McCabe, Director of McCabe Pilgrimages
and UK Committee member. Any proﬁt
from this holiday will be used to beneﬁt our
sponsored children.

B O O K I N G I N F O R M AT I O N
The cost of this holiday is £1,995 per
person sharing a twin-bedded room.
We ﬂy with Emirates with a choice of
departing from Heathrow, Gatwick,
Manchester, Birmingham and Glasgow
airports. These ﬂights meet in Dubai and
we then ﬂy together to Calcutta.
We will stay in good standard hotels and the
price is based on sharing a twin-bedded
room with private facilities.
All breakfasts and dinners are included and
many lunches (see itinerary). We have also
included all entrance fees and all gratuities.
Our tour leader will tip guides, drivers and
waiters on our behalf as we travel.
Flights between Bagdogra and Calcutta are
also included and in the hills we will travel in
a ﬂeet of air-conditioned four wheel drive
jeeps.

Travelling Alone
For an extra charge of £395 a single room
can be reserved or if you are willing to share
we will try and team you up with another
party member.

To reserve your place, complete the
enclosed booking form and send it with a
deposit of £200 to the McCabe oﬃce, or
call with a debit card. (Please make
cheques payable to ‘McCabe Pilgrimages’)

Any Special Requests
for instance, special diets, should be printed
on the booking form.

A deposit is payable now with the balance
due eight weeks prior to departure. Final
details will be conﬁrmed in your travel
wallet two weeks prior to departure.
Indian Visa
A visa will be required and we will send you
the paperwork. We will also introduce you
to a visa agency who for a charge will
streamline the whole visa process for you.
Travel Insurance & Health
Travel insurance should be procured
through McCabe’s or independently and
you should consult your GP regarding
medical requirements.

Financial Security
This pilgrimage is ATOL protected by the
Civil Aviation Authority. The McCabe
ATOL number is 2920.

McCabe Pilgrimages , 11 Hillgate Place,
Balham Hill, London SW12 9ER
Freephone: 0800 107 3 107
Email: alistair@mccabe-travel.co.uk

PROGRAMME
Monday 13 March: Flights to Kolkata
Depart from Heathrow, Gatwick,
Manchester, or Birmingham airports at
around 0900 or from Glasgow at 1300. We
change planes in Dubai and travel together
to Kolkata arriving Tuesday morning 0815.
Tuesday: Kolkata
Mid-morning hotel check-in and me to
rest. This a ernoon, we begin our visits in
Kolkata, a city with a unique Bri sh
heritage. (lunch not included today) Two
night stay at the Peerless Inn.
Wednesday: Kolkata
We con nue our visits in Kolkata and an
opportunity to visit the Birkmyre hostel, a
half-way house for gradua ng students.
(lunch not included today).
Thursday: To Darjeeling
Morning ﬂight to Bagdogra. On arrival, we
have a forty mile drive along the winding
mountain road through small villages to
Darjeeling, a hill-sta on dominated by
snow-capped Kanchenjunga. Known as the
Queen of the Hills, in the days of the Raj,
the Viceroys would spend the summers
here avoiding the monsoon rains. Two
night stay in the Windamere Hotel.
Friday: Darjeeling
If the mountain view is likely to be clear,
we can take an early morning drive to Tiger
Hill for a panoramic view over the
Himalayas. A er breakfast we will enjoy a
ride on the “Toy train” taking in the Batasia
Loop, a spectacular stretch of the railway.
Back in Darjeeling, an a ernoon visit to the
Himalayan Mountaineering Ins tute.

Saturday: To Kalimpong
Morning free in Darjeeling to explore the
bazaar. A er lunch, we have a thirty ﬁve
mile drive to Kalimpong. For three days we
will be hosted by the staﬀ of Dr Graham’s
Homes. Three night stay in Kalimpong at
the Homes Guest House or a local hotel.
Sunday: Kalimpong
Today we will join in worship with the
whole school at the Katherine Graham
Memorial Church. Guided tours will be
arranged around the compound and we
will visit the houses where our sponsored
children live.
Monday: Kalimpong
Time to meet the children and staﬀ and
con nue our in-depth visit to the Homes.
This a ernoon, we will visit the town and
Buddhist monasteries.
Tuesday: To Kolkata
Mid-day ﬂight from Bagdogra to Kolkata.
Time to relax before the journey home
with a two night stay at the Peerless Inn or
similar.
Wednesday: Kolkata
Leisurely sightseeing including a sail on the
Hooghley River and an opportunity to meet
up with some of Dr Graham’s Old Boys and
Girls. (lunch not included today)
Thursday 23 March: Homebound Flights
We depart together on Emirates airline at
0855 arriving in Dubai at 1245. Connec ng
ﬂights to Heathrow, Gatwick, Manchester,
Birmingham and Glasgow all leave around
1430 arriving in the UK around 1930.

Travel Information

FLIGHTS
Flights are available from Heathrow,
Gatwick, Manchester, Birmingham and
Glasgow airports: a service only available on
Emirates airline. We will change planes in
Dubai and ﬂy together to Kolkata. Please
state your preferred departure point on the
booking form.

HOTELS
The 4* Peerless hotel has a great location in
central Calcutta, good food and personal
service. The 4* Windamere in Darjeeling is
an absolute joy, taking you back to Colonial
times. In Kalimpong, you can choose to
stay on campus at the Homes Guest House
or at the 3* Himalyan Hotel nearby. All
rooms have private facilities.
Food is generally Indian, but with a wide
choice and allhotels will cater for Western
tastes and special diets.

LEADERSHIP
This holiday will be escorted by members of
the UK committee of Dr Grahams Homes

assisted by local guides and Dr Graham’s
Homes former pupils. We aim to make this
experience both stress-free and informed.

PASSPORT & VISA
A valid passport is required with at least six
months validity. McCabe will send you a
visa application form and can also introduce
you to an agency specialising in obtaining
visas (for a fee). Visa fees vary according to
your nationality.

HEALTH
No inoculations are essential but we advise
you to consult your doctor regarding your
own personal requirements. A good
website to consult is www.nathnac.org.
Malaria is present in the area we are visiting
so do consider Malaria tablets. We advise
that travellers aged over 80 obtain a letter
from their GP stating that they are ﬁt to
travel.

Travel Insurance
We recommend that all travellers take out
travel insurance. The recommended
McCabe insurance costs £79 (with no age
limit). To purchase this policy, simply add
the appropriate premium when paying
your deposit.
Younger travellers will be able to ﬁnd a
cheaper policy elsewhere - or consider
annual insurance. A unique feature of the
McCabe policy is that you will not need to
call a medical help line to discuss health
issues. Most Pre-existing health conditions
are covered as long as your doctor agrees
that you are ﬁt to travel.

Policy detail
Travel insurance is arranged by Global Travel
Insurance Services Ltd for McCabe Travel
Ltd who are an Appointed Representative of
Global Travel Insurance Services Ltd,
authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority. Our status can be
checked on the FCA Register by visiting
www.fca.org.uk.or by contacting the FCA on
0845 606 9966.
This Insurance is underwritten by ERV. ERV is
authorised by the Bundesanstalt für
Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht (BAFIN –
www.baﬁn.de)
and
the
Prudential
Regulation Authority and subject to limited
regulation by the Financial Conduct
Authority and Prudential Regulation
Authority. It has been speciﬁcally designed
so that it covers all McCabe holidays;
protecting you in full if you have to cancel
and providing you with the very best and
most eﬀective protection if you are
unfortunate enough to require medical
attention whilst away from home.

A unique feature of the policy is that you
will not need to call a medical help line to
discuss health issues. Most Pre-existing
health conditions are covered as long as
your doctor agrees that you are ﬁt to travel.
Standard exclusions apply and are listed on
the summary document. Please check that
you are not aﬀected by the Main health
Exclusions. You will not be covered for any
ongoing tests or treatment of an
undiagnosed condition, or for any terminal
illness, or if you claim as a result of a
condition arising within the past twelve
months. Note that you will pay an excess of
£1,000 on any claim that results directly from
a pre-existing medical condition. In our
experience a very few claims result from
pre-existing medical conditions. With this
policy you are covered with no declaration
of health required.
A full policy wording will be sent to you with
your conﬁrmation of booking, or ask us and
we will send you a copy now.
Full details are also on our website. If you
would like more information or are unsure
of any details, please call Global Travel
Insurance Services Ltd for further advice on
01903 229 380. This insurance is only
available to persons who are permanently
resident and domiciled in the UK and is valid
for travel up to 31/12/2017.

Dr Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong
The Homes are situated in North east India
at an altitude of 4,500 feet in the foothills
of the Himalayas overlooking the small
trading town of Kalimpong. They have a
proud one hundred year history and today
educate some 1500 girls and boys.

McCabe Pilgrimages
11 Hillgate Place Balham Hill
London SW12 9ER
Telephone 020 8675 6828
Email alistair@mccabe-travel.co.uk
www.mccabe-travel.co.uk

About 250 of these children are supported
by the UK Dr Graham’s Homes Committee.
These children are being given a future
thanks to the generosity of our supporters.
Please visit our website for more information
www.drgrahamshomes.co.uk

