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Over a Century
of Caring.....
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A cookery class in progress

PT (Physical Training) class at the Gym
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From The Chairman:
Dear Friends of Dr Graham‟s Homes,
Sadly, we report of the passing of Jean Burns on Friday,
29th October. Aunty Burns cared over many years for
generations of girls in Woodburn Cottage. These girls
were her life‟s work and her love, care, training and discipline of them were the expressions of a simple and
deeply held faith. She loved her Lord and served Him faithfully in word and
deed. In honour of her, a trust fund has been set up by Lady Sedhar Chozam
Ball, one of her girls. A tribute to her life also appears in the Obituary section
of this Newsletter.
We are most fortunate in the UK Committee in having four former pupils
(OGBs) of Dr. Graham‟s Homes who bring unique insights and give enthusiastic service to the work of the Committee. Many of us are aware, however, of
the vast number of OGBs around the world who could be a fund raising force
of considerable magnitude. This concept was addressed in Kalimpong in September, when many OGBs assembled to celebrate the Homes 110th Birthday
Anniversary and to discuss ways and means to “Keep the Homes‟ fires burning”. I understand that a great time of fellowship and reminiscence was enjoyed by everyone and at least two key recommendations were tabled:
1. the appointment of a Secretary to co-ordinate and encourage all Former Pupils‟ activities in the area of Fellowship and Fund Raising 2. that all Year
Groups be each responsible for sponsoring a child. Immediately 50 children
could be supported!
The 110th Birthday was also the occasion when, after 21 years on the Board in
India (15 as Chairman), Michael Robertson handed over to Lt. General John
Mukherjee. General Mukherjee retired from a distinguished Army career, recently joined the Board. His home is in Kolkata where he is a member of St.
Paul‟s Cathedral. He can be assured of the warmest possible support of our
Committee in the UK.
As part of the November Tour to India and Nepal, five UK Committee members met Gen. Mukherjee and Michael Robertson in Kolkata when a very
3
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warm welcome was extended to the new Chairman and an engraved Quaich
was presented to Michael in recognition of his many years service to the
Board and to Dr. Graham‟s Homes.
In this Newsletter, our Sponsorship Secretary reports of another rewarding and
worthwhile year for the UK Committee. Our many donors have not allowed
the forebodings of recession and spending cuts to affect their generosity. The
Committee, as always, are particularly indebted to the many generous
“sponsors” and donors, who by their thoughtfulness and generosity enable
many children to find a home and education in Kalimpong.
Philip Gibson, sponsored by the UK Committee as CEO in the Homes, will
have completed two of his three year term in April. It is fair to state that Philip
has achieved a great deal but is aware that much remains to be done. For his
tenure to be of continuing worth it is recognised by the Indian Board to be
imperative that a successor be found, in India, well before Philip leaves.
It is with deep regret that the Committee cancelled a second visit of the
Homes‟ Choir to the UK, planned for June, 2011. The decision was taken
mainly on financial considerations after the Trustees opined it not prudent to
risk funds donated for the welfare of children to fund a 60 strong choir without
a return on its investment. At the same time, it noted the immeasurable, but
unquantifiable, publicity and goodwill generated by the Choir‟s last visit and
to continue to seek viable means of funding future tours to the UK.
I conclude on a personal note. I greatly look forward to February, 2011 when
once again a few bikers hope to help keep the “wheels of Dr Graham‟s Homes
turning” when, seven days after leaving Kolkata, they arrive at the Homes to
the enthusiastic welcome of the children for whom they have journeyed. This
venture is all part of the essential fund raising in which we are all engaged and
once again, for all your efforts, great and small, this Newsletter is the vehicle
through which the heartfelt thanks of myself and the Committee can be expressed to each one of you.
May we continue to seek God‟s blessing on all the children and on the work of
Dr Graham‟s Homes. With my best wishes for Peace, both global and personal, at Christmas and throughout the New Year.
- John G. Webster, Chairman
4
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From The Editor:
In September, Lt. Gen. (retd.) J.R. Mukherjee, succeeded Michael Robertson as Chairman of the Board of
Management to find himself in charge of a unique establishment that will require not only his military skills,
but also a love and compassion for children. Change
signals improvements, and we look forward to a new
era of leadership, focussing on the enhancement of
child care and academic qualities. We pass on our thanks to Michael and wish
Lt. Gen. Mukherjee success in his new assignment.
In recent times, the Homes has faced socio-economic challenges, affecting day
to day operations and thwarting progress. These challenges are highlighted in
the letters of Johnny Mukherjee and Phillip Gibson in this Newsletter. To secure its long term future, the School needs to be more competitive and reach
top class status in the region. To realise this, more finance and support is required. I too, like John Webster, believe a key resource for this is our exstudents. Indeed many already are sponsors and / or involved in fund raising;
however, they are only a small minority of all OGBs out there. I appeal to the
rest of the OGBs to act now to help secure the future of the Homes.
In the Fund raising section of this Newsletter you will find numerous events
that should give you some idea of what you can do to raise funds. If you want
further information and how you can help, please contact your country Overseas Committees or indeed the School (Contact details on the back cover).
The Lucia King nursery (LK) celebrated over a 100 years of child care in September. Thousands of children have passed through the doors of this wonderful sanctuary. Some early LK arrivals are pictured on the cover photo. Referred to as „Raw Materials‟ on a photo taken in the 1920‟s, the mode of travel
may have changed but the love and care of the toddlers continues. The second
cover picture, taken at the centennial celebrations, is of a distinguished looking
gentleman holding a „raw material‟! Larry Game was himself a LK child and
today he is the Boys Cottage Superintendent at the school! Helping him blow
out the candle is one of the current intakes, 3 1/2 year old Leonard Baptiste,
who will no doubt get the same care and love that Larry got some 60 or so
5
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years ago. An article of the centennial celebration by the Lucia King Matron,
Aitry Rai, is included in the Newsletter.
I hope that in this Newsletter you will find some inspiration in the articles and
stories of individuals and Groups, who have made sacrifices and given up their
valuable time to help the children of Dr. Graham‟s Homes.
My grateful thanks go to the many who have contributed articles for this
Newsletter and I wish all our readers and their families, a Merry Christmas
and a Safe and Successful 2011! - Ken Hammond

Letter from Kolkata:
Dear Friends,
It was great to meet and interact with those of you who had come up to the
Homes at Kalimpong for the celebrations and thereafter. The Board Members,
my wife Linda and I had tremendously enjoyed the fairly detailed interactions
we had with you all and gained insight into your views and fears with reference to the management and future of the Homes.
I must at the outset assure you all that the Board of Management of the Homes
and I will seek to resolve the many major problems that have beset the Homes
with total transparency and diligence. However, to be totally frank and blunt –
problem resolution is not going to be simple or quick as the Home‟s affairs
have deteriorated for a number of reasons including the political situation.
We have a situation of acute Financial deficits which if not resolved soon
would result in the Homes going into debt – put plainly we have to generate
more income – in case we do not generate more income, our shortfalls during
the next financial year would be substantial. This means getting in more fee
paying students and much more sponsorship besides having to try and generate
income from every possible source including using our spare capacity for tourism and fee paying technical education. We simultaneously also have to cut
costs whilst ensuring we have contented and efficient staff and teachers. The
Academic standards of the school need to be restored. The land problems at
Kalimpong and the case related to Birkmyre Hostel have to be resolved. The
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administration of both the school and the hostels has to tone up and discipline
reinstituted. All this has to be done in a politically supercharged and highly
unionized environment which complicates discipline tremendously. That, in a
nutshell is what I perceive to be a truthful summary of our predicament.
My aim is not to paint a picture of unsolvable problems – everything has some
sort of solution feasible and we would do our utmost to attain the same. Whilst
we have assured you of our best efforts – we must request you to please help
us by redoubling your efforts towards getting more sponsorship for the students and donations towards renovation of infrastructure. I am sanguine that
with God‟s help and if we all couple our efforts together we will succeed in
bringing the Homes back to its glorious past
The Board Members, my wife and I, all extend you our heartiest greetings and
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a wonderful year ahead
With Warm Regards
- Johnny Mukherjee, Chairman of The Board of Management, India

From the Sponsorship Secretary:
Despite the difficult economic times in 2010, I am
pleased to report that the outcome of both our sponsorship and fund-raising continues to grow, albeit perhaps
at a slower pace. We are most grateful for that support
and I would like to preface this Report with the thanks
of our UK Committee for the steady backing from all
our many Sponsors, Correspondents, Donors and Friends whose support we
continue to enjoy. No doubt darker times are ahead as the impact of the very
recent announcement of “Cut-Backs” makes itself felt; let us all prepare for
these harder times by spreading the load through encouraging more and more
folk to take up the cause of our children.
To put some context to the UK sponsorship contribution; there are some 1,400
pupils on the School roll of which approximately 700 are Boarders living in
some 20 or so cottages distributed around the campus. Of the Boarders, circa
350 are sponsored by a number of “Overseas” Committees with the UK supporting some 230 children through 165 individual or Group Sponsors.
7
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Thanks to our Sponsors just over 100 youngsters are Fully-Sponsored, 10 are
Jointly-Sponsored and all bar 7 of the remainder are Part-Sponsored. In 2010,
our New Intake was only 12, although this was increased by the arrival of 7
older children from Sikkim; all but 1 of these new arrivals are now FullySponsored thanks to the
generosity and commitment of our newest Sponsors. I have asked that the
Board of Management who
approves new admissions,
to allocate considerably
more deserving children to
the care of the UK in 2011.
In preparation for the New
Intake, CEO Philip Gibson
and his Management Team
Young ladies of Birissa cottage on a call to Jesus!
are currently putting in
place arrangements to interview prospective candidates much earlier than in
the past. To complement this move, I am assembling a list of new sponsors so
that Pupils and Sponsors can be paired off before the start of the new academic
year next February. We are not suggesting there needs to be potential support
in place otherwise the deserving new entrant may not be admitted - but we are
not too far off that “no pressure” situation! I seek your support, therefore, to
spread the word amongst anyone whom you think might be willing to support
one of the new children!
In 2010, some of the longer established bursaries ran out of funds. Happily, for
the few children affected, new Sponsors have been found and Correspondents
identified for children we have as yet to find full sponsors. So at least all children now have someone to call “My Sponsor”; not strictly correct in terms but
an accurate enough statement in the eyes of the children themselves!
Our Extended Sponsorship Scheme, which supports final year school leavers
going on to a College to follow a Diploma/Degree Course, continues to expand and, of last year‟s 21 school leavers, 14 have been successful in gaining
admission to colleges, mainly in Kolkata. At the same time we are delighted
that 17 of last year‟s college students graduated and are now in the main, em8
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ployed in the fields of teaching, nursing, commerce or in the hotel and travel
industry. That success is in no small way down to the long-term support provided by their Sponsors both at The Homes and thereafter at College.
In total, the UK Committee supports some 53 degree/diploma students of
whom 30 students have various levels of Sponsor support. Many others have a
Correspondent to give them the encouragement to face their new world and to
persevere with their studies. Most of our students live in Kolkata at our Birkmyre Hostel or at the nearby Ladies Hostel where they are looked after and
mentored, and, being fresh from the sheltered calm of Kalimpong, prepared to
face the reality that is Kolkata. Students not boarding at The Birkmyre are administered from the Hostel as it is seen by staff and students alike as being
very much the “Home Away from The Homes” of the Dr Graham Family!
My wife and I spent all of November in India, at either The Homes in Kalimpong or The Birkmyre in Kolkata. Last November we realised that School Reports are produced twice a year, and were able to arrange that all of you are
circulated with this new mid-year progress information. During this trip we
covered a number of other outstanding issues such as keeping sponsors apprised of the college progress of our students and the most pressing - the vexed
question of how to ensure children‟s letters reach you whilst their news is still
fresh. We expect to respond to these issues early in the New Year.
With best wishes for the next Dr Graham‟s Year – James Simpson

Letter from Kalimpong:
Dear Friends
It gives me pleasure to once again be sending greetings from Kalimpong. It has been a busy year for Eleanor and me and we have been so pleased to welcome so many guests from around the world to our
home in Jubilee House. Among our very special
guests were the Bike Bengal cyclists who put themselves through so much for the benefit of children at
DGH.
9
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The highlight of the social year is always the Birthday Celebrations and this
year, being the 110th Homes Birthday, saw a large number of OGBs and well
wishers descend on Kalimpong for what I hope was a very successful celebration. The programme reflected our optimism that the Homes are on the way
back to greatness; our children produced great performances and superb work
on display for our many visitors.
We continue to strive for better academic results and as the children sit their
final term examinations we hope that they will have used their time wisely
during the past year. I think that we are witnessing a general improvement in
discipline and our campus has become a happy place where day students and
boarders mix happily together. Inter-cottage and inter-school rivalry has been
as keen as ever, from garden competition to singing competition and in sports
of all sorts, students have put their best efforts into winning. In sporting and
other events with other schools, teams and individuals have brought honour
for their school.
We have returned all catering to cottages and the initial feedback from the
boarders is very positive. The quality has definitely improved as food is
cooked in smaller batches. We will shortly begin converting the central
kitchen into additional classrooms to accommodate our planned increase in
numbers.
We face difficult economic times ahead and our efforts to improve will hopefully be reflected in more students on the role. This increase, along with stringent financial controls, is essential for our economic survival. The Board under our new Chairman, Lt General Mukherjee, are committed to raising the
level of sponsorship within India to supplement the work of the worldwide
committees and this in turn will lead to a general increase in student revenue.
Finally I am grateful to the UK Committee for their continuing support for my
work in helping to restore Dr Graham‟s Homes to its former excellence.
Eleanor joins me in sending very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
- Philip Gibson, Chief Executive, Dr. Graham‟s Homes, Kalimpong.
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Newsletter Features:
Lucia King celebrates its Centennial!
For many children, Lucia King (LK) is their entry point to the Homes and a „new‟ life. Children, admitted as early as a few months old, are looked after by trained staff until ready for
Kindergarten. The LK provides a „home‟ for the infants at Dr. Graham‟s Homes, many from
impoverished backgrounds and often in poor health. It also serves as a training ground
for nurses, who are trained to be well qualified Governesses. The children move to the other
Cottages at age 5 where they become members of a much larger Cottage family. In September,
Ann Colquhoun, formerly a Headmistress of the Kindergarten school in the 1960‟s, joined in
the celebrations of the LK centennial. Ann is a sponsor and an active member of the UK management committee and shares below a short account of her trip.

“........Probably because I was a day late in arriving due to a strike affecting
much of India and having to take the longer journey it was even more heart
warming to feel back home and among so many friends. One of the first things
I discovered was that Lucia King (LK) was celebrating its centenary on 11th
September. There was a large gathering for the occasion and several speakers.
As usual the children performed very well singing their party pieces with great
gusto and I was amazed that they seemed undeterred by the audience. One of
the oldest ex LK boys Larry Game cut the
cake and as some special cooks had been
brought in for this special occasion, we
were served a sumptuous meal!
I spent the first few days enjoying Ruth
Glashan‟s hospitality but then moved to
Wales Lodge (accommodates boys of Kindergarten age), a new experience for me, as
I have spent little time there in the past. The
Auntie and boys welcomed me with open
arms. School was still functioning but I Ann and an armful of wee Lucia King lads!
spent about 3/4 of an hour with them each
evening before the lights quite literally went out. I read and told stories after
which they practised their hymn for Sunday service and more for the singing
competition....
A report of the Lucia King Centennial celebrations, by Aitry Rai, Matron, provides a flavour
of the day...
11
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“In September, LK celebrated a hundred years of caring for young children.
The celebrations were held on 11th September, 2010.
We kept the programme simple with our young charges in mind. At 10 am, we
had a special “House Blessing Service” for our cottage. Rev. Samuel Lepcha,
Rev. Jagat Rai, both from Macfarlane
Memorial Church and our own Rev.
Henry Simon along with Mrs. Y.
Hishey, member of the Board of
Management (BOM), Mr. N.R. Pradhan, member of the BOM, Mr. D.
Foning, Bursar and few elders of the
church gathered to meet the small
children and nurses at our common
hall. Thereafter, every room and secMrs Y Hishey handing out Birthday Gifts
tion of Lucia King was blessed by the
Presbyters with the sprinkling of the Holy water and a reading from the Bible
followed by a prayer. After this blessing Mrs. Hishey and Mr. Pradhan distributed gifts to all our children and nurses.
The main service at 11 am was attended by members of the BOM, members of
the Local Advisory Committee, Senior Management Team, Miss Ann Colquhoun, teaching staff, house parents, departmental heads and guests. The service was most ably conducted by Rev. Simon with Rev. Lepcha reading from
the Holy Scriptures. The Lucia King children sang four choruses and lead the
gathering in the “Lord‟s Prayer”. Rev. Rai delivered a most touching message
about “Gratitude” which touched the hearts of all who were present. The
Birthday cake was then cut by an ex LK boy Mr. Larry Game, now Boys Cottage Superintendent, along with the youngest child at LK today, Leonard Baptiste, amidst the singing of “Happy Birthday Lucia King.” Everyone was
treated to this tasty fruit cake.
The lunch was catered with the help of Mr. F.Y. Mazhari, who had done a
marvelous job with a mughlai spread. The food was simple but very different
and very very tasty! All present enjoyed their lunch and forgot about the
weather which was not very kind. It did not dampen anyone‟s spirit and we all
enjoyed ourselves though at the end of the programme our little ones were
12
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very happy to go for their siesta!
On behalf of my staff Janet, all
nurses and children, I extend my
gratitude to all who made this
Centenary celebration such a
memorable one. We will continue
to do our best to look after these
our little children whose first steps
Children and Guests in prayer at the Centennial
begins in this the beautiful Lucia
King. Thank you all for being with us and do keep us in your prayers as much
as we will remember you all in ours.- Aitry Rai, Matron
Walking for the Jean Burns Trust
Lady Sedhar Chozam Ball, set up a trust for the late Jean Burns who passed away on 29 October 2010, aged 92. The Jean Burns Trust will honour her memory by providing funds for other
disadvantaged children to be educated at the Homes. Sedhar describes below her sponsored
walk in Sikkim, India, to raise funds for the Trust....

.....To start the Ball (!) rolling, on 14th September 2010, I did the first part of
my sponsored walk from Gangtok to Tashi Viewpoint and back. I covered
16km on this walk and unfortunately, I was unable to catch the breathtaking
view of Mt Khan-Chen-Dzonga, which was lost in the mist.
On 16th Sept. at 7.30am. I set off for the main sponsored walk, a round trip
from Gangtok to Rumtek some 24km away. I was touched by the send off
from Dr Shiva Rai and his wife Kabita who presented me with a traditional
white ceremonial scarf, wishing me luck. It was a damp and misty morning
and the occasional thin drizzle didn‟t help downhill walking and I slipped after
2 hours of scrambling! I got patched up with band-aid from a small road side
shop in the midst of many neat and tidy looking kids in their school uniforms!
The climb to Rumtek monastery was difficult. Shiva and Kabita had sent their
driver and car to keep a look out for my welfare and I was grateful to take a 5
minute shelter from the rain in the car, before walking on to the monastery
where I arrived at about 1.30 pm. On my return walk to Gangtok the sky
cleared and sunshine lit up the beautiful hills. I felt elated, meeting local people and grateful for their friendship. There were moments of peace and com13
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plete silence and I felt isolated from the rest of the world and my life in the
U.K
All along the walk my thoughts were on Aunty Jean Burns. I had spent a week
in her company at the hospital in Edinburgh. She was delighted that I was doing something for the Dr Graham‟s school, a school that educated thousands of
needy children like myself. Woodburn Cottage had this wonderful, kind
“Aunty Jean Burns‟ to love and nurture us so that we became responsible
young caring adults. And so I found myself saying what can I give her? I
knew that if I started this trust on behalf of everyone who loved her, many
needy children would benefit from it, as I did.
I completed my walk at
7.30pm. Shiva and
Kabita were delighted to
see me in one piece and
certain that I would complete my walk, they had a
splendid gift ready for
me! I felt thoroughly and
utterly spoilt!
After returning to the UK Aunty Jean and her „Girls‟ at the Homes 2000 Centennial
I had the privilege and honour to be with Aunty Jean for the last week of her
life. She was so happy to know that the Trust will benefit children in the future.
I would like to thank Shiva and Kabita for looking after me in Sikkim and everyone who supported me on this Walk, including my family in Oxford. Please
donate to the Trust via : http://www.justgiving.com/Sedhar-Chozam-Ball
Bike Bengal 2010: Well, it is Done!
Conclusion of David Willis‟s very interesting 3 part account of his extremely successful fund
raising ride in February 2010.

After all those days of training and preparation, waiting for the frost to melt
before venturing out on two wheels, coming home as the frost resettled for the
night and the cold, oh my very cold feet. Someone said to me “try wearing a
14
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plastic bag between two layers of socks”. I could see the logic of the insulation theory and tried, but only once. I won‟t tell you what my feet and the inner layer of sock were like when I got home that night, but I knew the practice
did not live up to the theory. On many occasions when I was on the bike in
the winter, all I could concentrate on was the milometer as it slowly clicked
forward towards my target for that day - 40/50 miles, or whatever. When it
got particularly grim, I focused on the thought that at least when I do it for real
it will be warm!
We cycled 427 miles over 7 days and it is an understatement to say that it was
an amazing experience that I will never forget. We were given a wonderful
send-off at the Baptist Mission in Kolkata. It was Valentines Day and we were
garlanded and presented with roses.! What a sight we presented as we cycled
through the relative quiet of Kolkata streets that Sunday morning.
The first day was testing but after that the saddle and I grew to be friends. We never cycled as a tight group; different strengths and
paces meant that we were sometimes
stretched along the road, like pearls on a very
long thread. There were a few mishaps en
route with tumbles and falls and several had
cuts and grazes as evidence. None were that
serious despite some plain awful traffic conditions at times. In reality there is no highway
code consensus in India and often it was a free
....pearls on a very long thread !
for all; rickshaws, bikes, pedestrians, scooters,
lorries and buses and, not least, carts and bullocks, all jostling for a share of
the road. Traffic lights were simply ignored and you forged your own path
through the jam with as much determination as any one else and your own
skill!
The upside were the people we met on the roads. I don't think bike convoys of
this kind have ever passed through these villages as many curious people gathered to find out where we had come from and where we were going. At every
roadside break, a crowd gathered. A couple of the cyclists spoke Bengali and
since many of the younger locals spoke varying standards of English we were
15
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able to share stories. On one occasion, I remember we had camped on the
campus of a local college where the students stopped playing football to crowd
round us and watch and talk. That was one of many
similar encounters, but particularly memorable on
this occasion as the onlookers were students and so
many of them wanted to practice their English! I
remember talking to Mahmoud about poetry and
Lord Alfred Tennyson! I was amazed that he was
still in the curriculum in India and at what Mahmoud knew. Is Tennyson studied in state schools in
Britain these days? I think not and I think we are
poorer for it, but that‟s for another time.
The last day was the big climb. After an early start
DW in reflective mood prior to
we arrived at the bridge over the River Teesta
ascent from Teesta
where the more serious climb would start. Four of
the cyclists went all the way up on their bikes – 4,000 ft over 14 kilometres
and only took 90 minutes to do it! We had already climbed some hills during
the morning but it was only a taste of what was to come. After a lunch pit
stop at the Teesta bridge, we set off for the big climb. At first the road was
level and then it steepened. I cycled a few metres, ran out of gears and energy,
and quickly realised I could not cycle the hairpins and corkscrews to climb up
and up into the foothills. So I walked up. The walk with my bike took over 3
hours. I was not alone in walking and indeed some had to have a ride in the
support truck for last part of the journey. However, I did manage to make it to
the top on my own steam, although I
was the last but one to arrive.

The Welcome reception outside the Jarvie Hall
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We reached Kalimpong mid afternoon
on Saturday the 20th and were met by
the school‟s senior management team.
The school band came down to meet us
and after drinking much tea and eating
sticky things (packed full of carbohydrates and energy giving sugar) we set
off as a parade behind the band
through the town. The local police
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stopped the traffic as we were the “celebrities” for that afternoon. The welcome we received when we arrived at The Homes was such a memorable finale to an incredible journey. We were hand clapped across the school campus
by all the pupils and were received by a large welcome reception that included
the school‟s headmaster, bursar, teachers, staff and members of the local management board, plus the local TV Hill Channel.
Before I went to India I often thought, during cold training sessions in England, can I do this? But I did do it and I had great company doing it, my fellow bikers, the local people and not least the team who looked after us so well
when we were on the road. Would I do it again? Oh, I think so. But not next
year (that‟s for you, John.) - David Willis
The Sponsored Walk—DGH to Algarah
When we mention our school to non OGB‟s
(„Old Girls and Boys‟) they fail to understand
the bond we have and always in awe that after
so many decades we are still in touch with
each other and feel so much love and warmth
for our old school. It is this bond, together
with the location and vision of Dr John Anderson Graham, which has made our school so
Yolande & Jeff Fegredo
unique. Dr Graham‟s Homes (DGH) is unlike
any other school and is primarily a „home‟ that prepares children for life and a
world beyond Kalimpong. It is this family unit that creates the bond that exists
amongst OGBs today and is something that should never be lost.
I had been experiencing knee problems when Jeff and I first heard of the
Sponsored Walk. Inspired by TV coverage of a victim of the Afghan war
walking for charity with prosthetic legs and accounts of the Bike Bengal ride,
we decided to take on the Walk in Kalimpong and raise some much needed
funds for the school. Thus, after a week of preparations we set off for India!
The 19 km walk was a round trip from the School to Algarah, a bazaar town
15 km east of Kalimpong at an elevation of 1,780 m and with a mainly ethnic
Nepalese population of about 3,000.
Sunday, 26th September was a beautiful sunny day. Jeff, Michelle (my daugh17

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr. Graham‟s Homes, Kalimpong, India

ter) and I had an early start as we had to make our way from the hotel to the
school for a pre-walk breakfast! At 9.30 a.m. the girls and boys, OGB‟s and
friends were all assembled outside the school office and following a brief pep
talk, we were walking to Algarah!
Initially, the walk was all downhill and we thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
We were in awe of the beautiful scenery and it was great meeting local people
and rosy-cheeked children. We walked for a while with a group of senior boys
who were in very high spirits and their laughter and banter was refreshing.
Soon after, the hill climbs began and the walk got much tougher, needing all
our energy to keep going. We came across a girl who we found suffered from
asthma and couldn‟t keep up with a group of friends. We asked her to join us
and promised we wouldn‟t walk too fast! The girl turned out to be Nicole
Saviel (daughter of Shane Saviel, the Choir Master). She showed determination and true grit and was an inspiration to us.
We walked on and at times the heat was overpowering. We rested when the
exertion got too much but giving up was never an option as all three of us
were absolutely focused and determined to complete the walk.
We were relieved when we began the return journey
knowing that it was mainly a downhill walk to DGH.
Spurred on by the sighting of the giant Buddha and
familiar buildings, it was with great relief and personal satisfaction that we finally arrived at the Jarvie
Hall at 2.30pm where lunch awaited us, courtesy of
the Sikkim OGBs. The walk took five hours, with
three uphill!!
We hope that there are more DGH children with the
same determination and self-belief as Nicole Saviel.
She could quite easily have given up and taken a lift but we saw such focus
and commitment on her part and it made us feel good that here was an example of what DGH is all about. She followed our motto of “Thorough” to the
very end. Well done Nicole!
Nicole

Jeff and I would like to thank the organisers and the various Associations involved. Our heartfelt thanks also go to our family, friends, OGB‟s and others
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connected with DGH, for their sponsorship of our walk. We expect to raise
some £700 which we plan to share between The UK Committee Sponsorship
Fund, The Kalimpong Association (UK) Charitable Trust and the Lucia King
nursery. - Yolande Fegredo
B&W Photos of St. Andrew’s Colonial Homes
Two years ago, I came across a CD containing black & white images of the
Homes and of Kalimpong. The photos, taken in the early 1920/30‟s, were revealing - the newly opened Chapel was a glistening white stone structure; the
school clock tower was twice the height it is today and where was the Kindergarten? I found some 30 images but unfortunately many, nae all, were in a
pretty poor state and needed restoration.
Then, this summer, our Sponsor Secretary Jim Simpson, knowing of my interest in photography, shared his family photo album. Jim‟s father was the first
Headmaster of St. Andrew‟s Colonial Homes (became Dr. Graham‟s Homes
after the death of its founder in 1942) and all the photos were from his era. I
recognised some but there were many new photos and I was able to scan some
15/20 pictures and
add them to my
growing collection.
I now have a decent
portfolio of B&W
images and have
begun retouching/
restoring the images. Some of the
restored images are
HMS Jubilee on the Jarvie Hall stage - ca 1925?
in this Newsletter
(front cover „raw material‟, on the inside cover, and above). My intent is to
create an archive of images that can be shared with all those interested in the
Homes. I‟m certain that there are more similar pictures of the Homes from that
era - so, if you do have any old B&W snaps of the school and have no objections to sharing, please contact me on my email: klhammond@me.com. I assure you it is not for any commercial purpose other than for the benefit of the
Homes and for all those associated with the school. - Ken Hammond
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“Keep The Homes’ Fires Burning” - John Webster writes
Gordon “Budgie” Bird was a most likeable pupil during the time my wife and
I spent in Dr Graham‟s Homes. On leaving school he joined the Indian Merchant Navy and, as an officer, acquitted himself with credit. We lost touch until one Christmas Eve in the 80‟s, during a leave in the UK, he called to see us
in our home in Troon and joined with the young people of “my” Church singing carols in the town for Dr Graham‟s Homes! He rejoined his ship that evening and left leaving a sizeable donation for his former home and school.
25 years later, Gordon, now a sponsor of a child, visited us next on the Isle of
Arran. Naturally, we reminisced about Dr Graham‟s Homes. Over the years
Gordon had built up a large database of his many friends from DGH days. We
discussed ways in which these friends could be mobilised to support “their
Homes” in monetary terms. This was, we agreed, “an idea whose hour had
come.” The slogan “Keep the Homes Fires Burning” was evolved.
Thus inspired, Gordon agreed to contact all his friends and I was invited to
send a message to OGBs for the 110th Birthday Souvenir Brochure. The following is an extract of that message.
“The current reality is that those from overseas who worked in the Homes and
in India are getting fewer and fewer and the survival of Dr Graham‟s Homes is
becoming TOTALLY dependent on the support of OGBs in every corner of
the world! Your Homes, (and they are yours!) will not survive unless all
OGBs throughout the world rise up and give conscientiously and consistently.
Yes, indeed, celebrate this 110th Birthday – but if you are in earnest about
wishing the Homes MANY, MANY HAPPY RETURNS of this day please be
aware that this wish cannot come true without OGBs everywhere resolving to
raise sponsorships or funds for the many deserving children turned away each
year. Today, as never before, the future of your Homes is in your hands”.
I went on to suggest that in common with many other schools, an alumni secretary be appointed to maintain a database of all OGBs and to encourage, collate and publicise all OGB activities and fund raising efforts.
Editors Note: see John‟s Chairman report and the two key recommendations that were
adopted at the Homes OGB meeting.
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Fund Raising in 2010
Shopping with Tina & Caroline:
Tina Dennis and Caroline Eckersley are two child sponsors and members of the UK Committee who over the years, have held bazaars in Southern England, selling Nepalese, Tibetan and
Indian goods—all in aid of the children of Dr. Graham‟s Homes. This year, both ladies decided they would spice up their regular shopping trip to India and Nepal, by participating in
the Bike Bengal 2010 cycle ride! I‟m pleased to record that despite the lack of modern bikes
(Caroline‟s could have come out
straight from the Covent Garden Transport Museum) and „gear‟ (wot Helmets??) they completed the ride safely
and successfully and raised substantial
sums of money! Well done ladies!
This is an account from Tina of her
views on fundraising and their shopping
forays to India and Nepal....

“We go to India, buy stuff, come
home, sell it at a profit and send
Tina & Caroline - Shopping talk at a sandwich
break on BB2010
the money to Scotland. That's not
possible for most people as they DON'T go to India every 2 years and it could
sound intimidating to a new-comer. However, when we first started (and at
that point I didn't even know where Kalimpong was on the map) it wasn't like
that at all; we were terrified of failure (still are most of the time!) and we just
thought we'd try and do something after hearing Fiona Cranston at my first
Curry Lunch imploring people to help raise money. I thought if we could encourage people to feel they could participate in raising funds, however
small, we could get new people on board.
One of our most hassle-free and successful ventures (and it didn't cost us a
penny) was having a little sale in someone's house where they had a pretty garden; Caroline and I had a stall of bric a brac (serious junk - sold the lot!),
somebody sold plants and someone else sold their junk too and I think someone else sold cakes and jam. People came to see the garden, have a cup of coffee, buy something cheap and generally get out of their house and do something different. I think we made about £1,000 - but it still would have been
easy money if we'd only made £200. If just a dozen people around the country
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could think that small, it would make a real difference.
There are so many highly advertised posh charity things going on all over the
place raising thousands of pounds, I think people are nervous to have a
go. Could we encourage people "To Have a Go" by offering a helping hand
from a DGH representative in their area? In the news letter, could we compile
a list of suggestions of fund raising ideas - anything from open gardens,
bridge parties, scrabble parties, coffee mornings (I'm now sounding like my
mother), sales, sponsored rides and dog walks - sponsored anything really one could go on for ever but sometimes people need to have their imagination
jogged and then they might think "Ooh, I could do that.......”
Editors note: Thanks Tina for your fund raising ideas; and if readers have not already got the
ideas from you “To Have a Go!”, I‟m sure they will from the following fund raising events.....

Bike Bengal 2010 - Kolkata To Kalimpong:
We offer our warmest congratulations and extend our grateful thanks to the 19
cyclists who participated in the 2010 Bike Bengal fund raiser. Cycling circa

670 km from Kolkata to Kalimpong, India, they raised some £70,000 which
will go towards the full sponsorship of 5/6 children for the duration of their
schooling at the Homes. The UK participants were joined by Zimbabwean Ray
Woolley; the youngest, a mature 22 yr old and the eldest a young 84 yr old!!
They rode 7 days averaging 95km /day, camped overnight and were escorted
by an excellent regional support team led by Prakash Gupta.
An original idea of Rev. John Webster, this was the third in a series of Bike
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Bengal rides that has generated a staggering £130,000+ towards the sponsorship of children at the Homes. Unfortunately, due to a family illness, John had
to withdraw from the ride at the last minute. Nonetheless, his enthusiasm for
the event and, never one to let any training at the gym go wasted, John and
four other riders will be riding from Kolkata to Kalimpong from 13th to 19th
February 2011. If you wish to join please contact John Webster for a brochure
and other information (Tel. 0177 0700 747 and email johngwebster@talktalk.net) as soon as possible please.
October Curry Reunion - London:
The curry lunch is one of our longer running fund raising events and, over the years, has
raised substantial sums of money and attracted potential child sponsors and friends of the
Homes. Fiona Cranston, grand-daughter of the founder, Dr. JA Graham, has written the following about the latest luncheon ..

...The annual Curry Lunch given by the London Ladies Committee was a great
success this year with more than 200 people attending. It was lovely to see so
many of the Management Committee present including the Rev John Webster
and Jim Simpson, our Sponsorship Secretary who was able to meet with various Sponsors from the South. The event raised some £6,000 which will go towards the sponsorship of a child and into the general fund for the Homes. Our
thanks go out to the Ladies Committee and their supporters.
There will be several more Fund raising events in the South during the month
of November including a Christmas Fair in Surrey, hosted by Kate Rowe, a
member of the Ladies Committee, and a Curry Lunch, hosted by Sarah Clifton
-Brown the Chairman of the Ladies Committee, at her home in Hampshire.
The Harrogate Polyphonic Choir Concert:
We warmly welcome, in 2010, the Harrogate friends of Kalimpong and Jane Burniston to the
UK Committee. Jane has sent in the following accounts of fund raising in Harrogate and
about a new Bursary set up for the Homes...

The HPC is a small choir from members of the Harrogate Choral Society who
sing at weddings, social gatherings and small concerts. Annually it gives one
concert to support a charity. In 2010, the charity was Dr Graham‟s Homes,
nominated by one of the Homes‟ sponsors, Jane Burniston, who with her partner John Hodgson sings with the choir.
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The concert, held on Friday 30th April 2010, was arranged by Marilynne Davies, the Director of the Polyphonic, who was keen to ensure that the performers were of all ages to demonstrate the importance of enabling youngsters to
achieve their potential and therefore replicate the school‟s philosophy. This
was immediately evident with Caroline Heard, aged only 12, playing solo violin in technically demanding pieces by John Williams, Rachmaninov and
Tchaikovsky. An impressive quartet of French horns from St Aidan‟s School
played a number of difficult pieces, some composed especially by their Director of Music. The remaining programme was taken up by the Choir and two
subsidiary groups of singers – one a close harmony ladies‟ octet, and one a
barbershop quartet, and they were accompanied by Beryl Pankhurst who also
played excellent piano duets with her partner Pam Jolly.
The extremely successful evening was attended by Jim Simpson, Sponsorship
Secretary, who spoke eloquently about the work of the Homes and during the
interval, there was a presentation with photographs of the Homes, backed by
recordings of the School Choir singing. In total, in excess of £1,100 was
raised, which is earmarked for the Hannah Donnan Memorial Bursary.
This bursary is in the process of being set up in memory of Hannah Donnan,
mother of one of our sponsors, by Anne Donnan and Jane Burniston. The Bursary will support leavers from the Homes going on to study the creative arts
and make a future for themselves in this genre. It will be awarded annually and
the initial capital sum came from the collection of Hannah‟s funeral and from
the Harrogate Polyphonic Choir‟s concert.
Additionally, a fund-raising lunch was held at Ann‟s house in the North East
on 16th October, which raised in excess of £1,200. 60 tickets were sold at £10
per head and guests enjoyed an excellent buffet lunch accompanied by a glass
of wine. Further sums were raised from a raffle, „guess the Christmas cake
weight‟, donations, from sale of jams, chutneys, scones, biscuits, handmade
cards and labels and knitted goods. Their hard work realised an excellent sum
and it is planned to hold further such events - once they have recovered!
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Troon Friends of Kalimpong:
If you think the cat-walk is only fashioned for a particular breed of humankind, pray read
on....

....We have enjoyed a very successful fundraising year due to the support of
the many kind people of Troon who continue to support the Homes. The first
event of 2010, in February,
was an evening concert in
Troon Old Parish Church,
entitled "The Laughing Violin" with classical pianist
Gilmour Macleod, joined on
violin by Laurence Dunn of
Edinburgh. Laurence has
been leader of the Edinburgh
Light Orchestra and the Edinburgh Palm Court Orchestra, and currently Director of
Troon Ladies on the catwalk modelling for the Homes!
Philomusica of Edinburgh. During Gilmour's studies at Trinity College of Music, he won the John
Longmire Beethoven competition and the chamber music prize. Dr Graham's
Homes is indeed fortunate to have the support of these two wonderful musicians and Troon looks forward to future fundraising presentations by them.
A sell-out fashion show followed in April, hosted by M & Co in their Troon
store, and the Troon Friends' annual Coffee Morning took place in October
with quite overwhelming support.”
Arran Friends of Kalimpong:
On 9th October Brodick Church Hall was once again the scene for our Grand
Annual Soup and Sandwich Lunch when over £850 was raised. In passing it is
worthy of note that soup, sandwiches, setting up and washing up was provided
by those who had already visited India and the Homes on a “3 K‟s” Tour.
The next 3K‟s Tour will be in November, 2011 when, in addition to visiting
Kolkata, Nepal and Darjeeling an opportunity is given to visit Dr Graham‟s
Homes and to meet the children. Enquiries to John Webster are now invited.
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Jars for Change:
This simple idea of collecting loose change in jam jars was launched in 2009
by John Webster and the cumulative sum raised is now nearing £800! Homes!
If you don't have a jar get one now and place it on your dressing table, the
window sill or wherever your change accumulates. Also, take one to your
place of work and give others to friends....and when full, count the contents
and send a cheque/P.O. (made payable to Dr Graham‟s Homes) to:
John G. Webster
Planetree , King's Cross
Isle of Arran
KA278RG
Please contact John on 01770
700747 or the Secretary Pat Simpson on 0845 0948839 for the labels to stick on your jam jars.
Edinburgh Curry Celidh:
Normally held in October and jointly organised by Vanda Fraser and Dharma
Maharjan, it was decided to postpone the event to 5th February 2011, in deference of the passing of Rosemary, Dharma‟s wife, earlier in 2010. Ticket
prices and Venue details will shortly be up in the UK Committee website.
Dr. Graham’s Homes (Greetings Cards) Ltd.:
The proceeds from the sale of Christmas cards supports 7 children at the
Homes and who are known as the Christmas tree children. Now is the time to
order your cards, if you haven‟t already done so. Please contact Caroline Abel
on email: Caroline@abel.com for the 2010 collection and prices.
3K’s Tour 2011:
John Webster and his party have just returned from the annual 3K‟s Tour to
Kolkata, Kathmandu (Darjeeling) and Kalimpong. The next tour will be from
4th/ 22nd November. Enquiries invited to John as soon as possible. Email:
johngwebster@talktalk.net or tel. 01770 700747, for what promises to be
much more than a holiday.
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Obituaries:
It is with the deepest regret that we announce the passing of two dear ladies
closely associated with Dr. Graham‟s Homes, Kalimpong, in 2010.
Rosemary Elizabeth Maharjan (nee Minto):
Rosie was the youngest child of Dr & Mrs JR Minto, Principal of Dr. Graham‟s Homes, Kalimpong, India in the sixties.
Rosie had been ill for sometime and passed away peacefully at the Edinburgh
Royal Infirmary, in the early hours of 8/2/2010. Rosie‟s husband Dharma, sister Lesley and her stepmother Alison Minto, were present at her passing. Her
elder brother, Derek, was able to spend some time with Rosie at her bedside
the evening before.
Aunty Jean Burns:
Miss Jean Burns, more affectionately known as Aunty Burns, passed away on 29th October, at
9.25pm, a few days ahead of her 93rd. Birthday. She was an extremely popular Housemother
at the Homes and her funeral at Musselburgh, Scotland was attended by several of her former
charges from the UK and USA. Below is an article about Jean Burns, published in The Scotsman, a national daily, on 19/11/10, under the heading:

Real lives: Jean was a true Christian, devoting her life to others.
Jean Burns, a woman who dedicated her life to helping children around the
world, has died, aged 92. Friends described her as "an extraordinary lady" who
dedicated her life to others, caring for hundreds of girls as a housemother at Dr
Graham's Homes School in Kalimpong, India.
Born on November 6, 1918 into a poor family in Leith, she was the middle
child of seven, and was educated at Dr Bell's Primary School and Lochend
Road School. She left school at 14, beginning work in a factory making uniforms for soldiers. Her next job was in a lady's tailoring firm that made Munro
spun tweeds, where she was persuaded by a supervisor called Susan Robertson
to visit the Musselburgh Baptist Church, a visit which profoundly affected her
life. Five years later, in 1949, she was accepted as a student at a Bible college
in Glasgow. Despite her initial diffidence in joining a course with so many
graduates, she ended up making the graduation speech on behalf of the ladies
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in her year.
After a short period working with children at the Quarriers Homes in Bridge of
Weir, she accepted a posting with servicemen in the Suez Canal zone, a daring
move for someone who had never been further than Loch Lomond. Never allowed to travel without an armed guard, one day she rebelled and walked into
the desert, and sat on a rock in tears, praying. Some months later, when returning on a troop ship to Scotland, an officer spoke to her, saying that he felt he
had met her before. On learning she had been in Suez, he said: "So you were
the damsel in distress, but we kept you covered”.
On the ship she found a bundle of magazines, one of which mentioned a
school for disadvantaged Anglo-Indian children in India, and this led to the
greatest service of her life, where she started as a housemother in 1958 at
Woodburn Cottage at Dr Graham's Homes School, founded in 1900 by the
Reverend John Anderson Graham from Scotland.
This boarding school, set in the Himalayan foothills, was originally dedicated
to helping children abandoned in India by the British when India gained its
independence, but subsequently cared for other children of many backgrounds.
Ms Burns worked there for 36 years, bringing up girls of different nationalities. During her time in India, Ms Burns survived a horrific train crash, and in
the 1980s had to handle alarming events when the Indian army entered her cottage during the night searching for hidden dissidents.
She retired in 1994, returning to her beloved Musselburgh and friends at the
Baptist Church. Her girls and relatives invited her all over the world, and made
pilgrimages to see her in Scotland. While her own life was directed and fulfilled by her deep Christian faith, she embraced all human beings with unconditional love. “
One of her charges at Dr Graham‟s Homes, Lady Sedhar Chozam Ball has set
up a trust fund in her memory. The Jean Burns Trust will honour her memory
by providing funds for other disadvantaged children to be educated at the
Homes. Please give generously to this trust via the following Justgiving account : http://www.justgiving.com/Sedhar-Chozam-Ball
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Contacts:
UK:

Email:

Chairman - Rev. JG Webster
Sponsor Sec - James Simpson
Treasurer - Morris Thomson

johngwebster@talktalk.net
sponsorship@drgrahamshomes.co.uk
treasurer@drgrahamshomes.co.uk

(The Kalimpong Association)
President - Margaretta Purtill

margaretta.purtill@sfct.org.uk

Canada :
Chairman Secretary -

Arifin Graham
Jacqui Hibbert

drgraham@golden.net
drgraham@golden.net

(NSW)
Chairman Secretary -

Ivan Holland
Dawn Van Steensel

ivan.holland@jameshardie.com.au
dvansteensel45@hotmail.com

(Victoria)
President Secretary -

Anthony Ridler
Lynette Ridler

anthonyrr@oplusnet.com.au
lynette_dgh@hotmail.com

Sakuyo Sugimoto
Sumiko Ghoshi

dgh@ma7.seikyou.ne.jp

Australia :

Japan :
President Secretary -

New Zealand:
Chairman -

Thuten Kesang

kesang@pl.net

Terence Read

Terence.read@googlemail.com

Ireland:
Chairman -

India:
Dr. Graham‟s Homes School, Kalimpong, India
CEO Phillip Gibson
chiefexecdgh@sify.com
Bursar David Foning
thebursar@sify.com
(The OGBs Association of Kalimpong)
President - Hiranya Mani Pradhan
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Donations
The UK Committee is responsible for raising some £220,000 annually for the
majority of the supported children at Dr. Graham‟s Homes, Kalimpong, India.
If you wish to donate to the charity please complete the form below and return
to The Treasurer, 21 Strathalmond Road, Edinburgh, EH4 8HP or donate
online at http://www.drgrahamshomes.co.uk
The form also suggest other methods of support. Please tick your interest and
return form to the Treasurer with your details duly filled.
1

Sponsoring a Child - directly supporting a named Child

2

Becoming a Friend of Kalimpong by making a regular subscription

3

Sending a Donation or Arranging a Legacy

4

Purchasing Christmas or other cards by including your name on our

5

Arranging or attending Fund Raising Events

6

Visiting Kolkata, Kathmandu and Kalimpong with an organised
Annual Tour in November

I enclose a donation for Dr. Graham‟s Homes of £.............
I do/do not require a receipt (please delete as appropriate).

id it!
gift a

Use gift aid and you can make your donation worth more.
For every £ you donate, we get an extra 25p from the
HMRC. To qualify, you must pay an amount of Income
or Capital Gains Tax, at least equal to the tax we reclaim
on your donation in the tax year.
Just tick here to gift aid

Name:

.................................................................... Date: ...........................

Address:

..........................................................................................................

Telephone: ..................................... Email: .........................................................
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