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Making the Film – Sophia’s story
Sophia (far right) with her friends on the “set”
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Some of the “stars” whose stories are told in the films

Lydia’s story – “If Dr. Graham
had not built this place, I
would not be educated now. I
would just be some place on
the streets of Kolkata.”

Natasha’s story – “Mum would
run away.” Her dad became
depressed and lost his job which
led to Natasha becoming
homeless.

Chenelle’s story – Her father
died and she lived in a tiny
house with her uncle’s family.
But now at the Homes,
Chenelle has a group of 20
sponsors looking after her,
“making a difference to her
life.”

Key Committee contacts (all other Committee contacts are available from the Secretary)
Chairman: Jim Simpson, T. 0845 0948839, E. sponsorship@drgrahamshomes.co.uk
Committee Secretary: Anne Hoggan, T. 01334 656992, E. lochmorn@aol.com
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EDITORIAL
David Willis
The DVD, with its main film and short story clips,
presents many poignant portraits of children whose lives
have been turned around through being sponsored.
By contrasting the children’s deprived background with
their hopes of a much better future, as articulated in the words of the older
ones who feature in the films, the DVD highlights the very essence of
Dr. Graham’s ethos on which he based the establishment of the Homes.
Sponsorship is really a two way process – giving and receiving, between
sponsor and the sponsored. But increasingly today there is a new dimension
to this, which is the sharing between people in a group that provides
sponsorship collectively. One of the DVD’s stories from a sponsor concerns
such a group of like-minded people who provide the financial support for
sponsorship between them. The continuing economic problems in the UK
mean that group sponsorship can be a good way for people to be involved
with the Homes and to make a difference to a child’s life.
Copies of the DVD are being sent out to as many people as possible who are
associated in some way or another with the Homes. Certainly play the DVD
at home but also go out and use the DVD to draw attention to the stories it
contains. Elsewhere in this Newsletter Jim Simpson, as Sponsorship
Secretary, highlights the need to find more sponsors to support children at
the Homes. We can all be messengers in this quest, almost letting the DVD
do the talking for us. Show the main film, which is about 10 minutes long, or
if there is less time available then just show one or two of the shorter clips;
but above all please use the DVD to spread knowledge about the UK
Committee’s work and the benefits for the children who go to the Homes.
There has already been one success story through using the DVD. The Inner
Wheel Club of Ayr was shown it and the members have decided to adopt
Dr. Graham’s Homes as their nominated charity for their coming session.
David Willis, Editor.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
James Simpson
This time last year the Newsletter carried alarming tales
of the earthquake that hit The Homes on 18th September
2011. The routine of the School was brought to a
sudden and dramatic halt with schoolwork and school
life interrupted as so many of the cottages, classrooms
and facilities were left in a dangerous condition. Mercifully, as we all know,
no one was seriously hurt but, of necessity, our boarders were temporarily
re-housed wherever sound accommodation was available.
It has taken a year for things to get back to something representing the old
normality, and happily at Dr. Graham’s Homes it is once again “business
(more or less) as it once was” – with a few limitations! Principal amongst the
latter is the loss of the hospital and the temporary closure of our chapel as
the risk of further earth tremors is always a possibility. We cannot of course
gamble with injury, or worse, so must wait for remedial action to eliminate
that risk. An update on the reconstruction works carried out over the year
can be found elsewhere in this Newsletter.
As you may now know, earlier this year I was invited by Board Chairman Lt.
Gen. Johnny Mukherjee to take up a place on the Kolkata Board of
Management; an appointment I welcomed - albeit with some trepidation - as
it would give the UK Committee a stronger voice in the management of the
Homes. At five thousand mile range it seemed a fairly benign appointment; I
should have known better! My first task has been to explore measures to
improve the liaison between the Homes and all of the Overseas Committees
(Australia, Canada, New Zealand, UK, etc.). Needless to say this is already
proving to be a bigger task than first thought but it is beginning to bear fruit
and I am confident that, with a bit of mutual understanding, we can all pull
together for the long-term benefit of the Homes.
The exciting event for UK Committee this year has been the production of our
new DVD, “He Saw the Need”. We commissioned the project in September
2011 and premiered the finished product at our AGM in Edinburgh in May
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this year. An article by Johnnie Graham, project manager for the DVD, brings
to life the aim of the film, the filming at the Homes and the subsequent
editing. Committee members will be happy to present the film at any group
meetings that you might like to arrange and a taster in the form of a
shortened version of the film can be seen on our UK web-site
www.drgrahamshomes.co.uk .
It is once again the season for warm Seasonal Greetings and so I finish by
wishing all our supporters whether Sponsors, Correspondents, Donors,
Friends and all with whom we’ve come into contact, a joyful and familybased happiness at this time.
James Simpson, Chairman

SPONSORSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
James Simpson
As each successive year goes by I become ever-more concerned about our
ability to attract more sponsors and so bring more disadvantaged youngsters
into the life-improving haven that is Dr. Graham’s Homes. There is no doubt
in my mind that it is becoming increasingly difficult to find new supporters
and I am not yet seeing the upturn that I was hopeful we could bring about in
the course of the four years in which I have been involved with our Charity.
(Am I sounding like a football manager?). True, we have arranged a
considerable number of new sponsorships and there has been a marginal
increase in the number of children we support during that time; but a lot of
the improvement is down to re-deploying established sponsors.
The average number of new sponsors taking up support of our children is
typically 10 to 12 each year. The rest of our sponsorship needs is achieved
through re-allocating sponsors whose children have moved on. Every year a
few children are withdrawn prematurely from the Homes by their parents
(neither the Homes nor our Committee has any control over this) and of
course a number of children graduate from Class XII and head out into the
world. In fact our losses generally balance with the numbers of the annual
new intake. But our overall increase in numbers as yet is only marginal.
5
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During 2012 there was some reallocation of children between Overseas
Committees and there has also been the unexpected arrival of some
additional children late in the school year. This has brought about a greater
than usual number yet to be sponsored. Despite deploying some of the
funds managed by UK Committee to upgrade the status of a number of
sponsorships from part to full sponsorship, unusually for this time of year I
am looking today at a list of around 20 children for whom I still need
sponsors. The 2013 new intake will surely bring in the same number again
thus putting us in the difficult position of doubling the number of children for
whom we would normally be seeking support at the start of a new school
year.
To bring the problem fairly and squarely before the Committee I have
replaced our March Committee Meeting with a UK Conference at which I am
asking our members to examine the matter with sufficient “blue sky” thinking
in an effort to bring something new to the concept of linking children with
supporters. Before that, however, I am setting out overleaf an “APPEAL FOR
YOUR HELP”, seeking your thoughts on dealing with this extra load which we
have taken on. Please understand, I am NOT asking our active supporters to
take on more; rather, asking them to see if others in their circles might help.
Despite the present situation I am buoyant about the future support of our
children – some 223 school pupils and 49 college students. As we have
begun to deploy more of the funds that we look after to the sponsorship of
our children, today the number of fully sponsored children has risen to 145,
some 30% more than this time in 2011. By redeploying “anonymous” funds
in this way, the need for correspondents for fund-supported children is
growing. Perhaps you know of someone who would like to support a child in
this way? Do please have them get in touch!
In closing I once again wish to say how deeply grateful we in the UK
Committee are to all of you who so loyally and steadfastly support our
children as we continue with the work started 112 years ago by our farseeing founder John Anderson Graham. Truly, “He Saw The Need”!
James Simpson, Sponsorship Secretary.
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AN APPEAL TO YOU FOR HELP!
I referred in my Report to the unusually difficult situation that has arisen as a result
of the unexpected arrival during the current academic year of additional children
urgently in need of support. Perhaps UK should just have said “No, we cannot deal
with them” – but you will, I’m sure, agree that would be very difficult to do and
would certainly not be in the spirit of John Anderson Graham’s vision! The extent of
the dilemma is set out in the tables below. I appreciate that most of you reading this
Newsletter actively support the Homes so please understand I am not suggesting
that you further increase that support. But what I would ask is that you think
laterally about whether others in your personal or business circle might be able to
look after some of these deserving youngsters. As I regularly say, are there any
Groups out there who might be able collectively to help? I leave it with you.
At the Homes in Kalimpong now:
Pupil Name
Age
Sapphira
2
Dave
4
Clarence
4
Shrey
4
James
4
Raymond
5
Elton
5
Anthony
5
Brandon
6
Khrish
6
Pearl
6
Daniel
5
Solomon
7
Oscar
7
Joseph
6
Jason
8
Abraham
9
Adrian
10
Chad
10
Jonathan
11
Sean
15
Sean
15
Still to arrive at the Homes:
Pupil Name
2013 New Entrants
7

Class
Nursery
Lower KG
Lower KG
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery
Beginners
Upper KG
Lower KG
Upper KG
Upper KG
Class I
Class I
Lower KG
Upper KG
Class III
Class III
Class IV
Class IV
Class VIII
Class VIII

Nos
20 + expected

Notes
Sister and
Brother
Brothers

Brother and
Sister
Brothers
Brothers

Classes
Beginners to Seniors

Would like a:
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Correspondent
Correspondent
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Correspondent
Correspondent
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Sponsor
Would Like:
Sponsors
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TREASURER’S REPORT for six months to 31 July 2012
Jim Gibson
In at the deep end
It has been a steep learning curve! I have got to grips
with a variety of income sources, become familiar with
rupees, lakhs and crores, installed an accounting
programme, navigated through various pieces of bank
bureaucracy, cleared a back-log of Gift Aid tax claim forms, corresponded
with many supporters by phone, letter or email, met the Board of
Management’s accounts advisor for the Homes, D.K. Chaudhuri, at our AGM
in May and later met some supporters at our September committee meeting
in London.
I am enjoying being involved with the Homes and I look forward to meeting
and getting to know more of our supporters. I have been ably assisted in the
bookkeeping department by my wife, Maida, who has been sponsoring
children at the Homes for over 30 years, and I thank her for all her work
behind the scenes.
Half year accounts
The accounting records are now kept on a Sage programme, backed up by
Excel spread sheets to record regular income from sponsors. Sage is a wellknown and robust accounting programme; and the new system is already
proving its worth in terms of the ease of processing, having a thorough “audit
trail” and an ability to produce good quality reports.
The accounts for the six months to 31st July 2012 show the following picture:
Income totalled £157,000, made up of:





Donations plus tax recovery - £57,000 (including £21,000 from trusts);
Income from sponsorship - £64,000;
Legacies - £26,000;
Investment income - £10,000.
8
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In addition the £58,000 that was shown in last year’s accounts as the funds
donated to the Earthquake Appeal is now greater than our revised target of
£100,000 (the exact figure will be shown in the year-end accounts). To date
£24,000 of the appeal money has been sent to India.
Expenditure totalled £121,000; this includes £96,000 of sponsorship money
sent in February. A further £88,000 was sent to India in August, and the third
“tranche” of our sponsorship commitment for 2012 of £95,000 was sent at
the beginning of November. A final balance of around £5,000 will be sent in
December.
Administrative costs include ‘one off’ expenditure relating to the promotional
video. This has been well received by our supporters and will, we believe,
prove to be a worthwhile investment.
Our Balance Sheet is healthy, with reserves of £890,000 at 31 July 2012;
these are of course ultimately destined for the benefit of the Homes in India.
Our funds are held partly in a good quality equity portfolio and partly in term
deposits with three separate banks in order to minimise risk.
Prospects for year to 31 January 2013 – Mind that gap!
Like most charities, we know what our expenditure is, but cannot easily
forecast our income. At the time of writing it is expected that the accounts
for the whole year will show ordinary income (excluding legacies) of about
£40,000 less than last year. This difference is due partly to the fact that the
2012 Bike Ride Funds have been earmarked for earthquake repairs rather
than sponsorship as in the past, and partly due to a shortfall in donations.
The accounts for the year to 31st January 2012 had significant legacy income
of £111,000, and had it not been for this and the income from the
Earthquake Appeal they would have shown a loss of £65,000. The drop in
income for the current year has been partly compensated for by a better
foreign currency rate for the Rupee, but it does look as if our net fall in
income for the year to January 2013 will be around £50,000.
Jim Gibson, Treasurer
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INVESTMENT MANAGER’S REPORT at 31 October 2012
Barrie Sayers
We invest our surplus funds for two principal reasons;
firstly, to provide some protection against the ravages of
inflation and, secondly, to generate income to aid the
support of deprived children at school in Kalimpong.
Stock Market performance is of course dependent on
financial and political developments. In this respect recent trading results for
companies in the EU and the USA have tended to depress expectations for
economic growth in the final quarter of this year which, of course, does not
help our export potential. However, the most recent figures released here
have shown a welcome drop in unemployment and a not insignificant
improvement in our own economy's performance in the last three months.
The FTSE 100 index, on the UK stock exchange, has been nudging highs of
5800 to 5900 in recent weeks and there is certainly talk of a fourth quarter
rally in some sectors, principally mining, although this is very dependent on
what happens to growth in China, under its new leadership, and in other
developing economies.
We spread our risk by investing in a broad range of sectors, looking for strong
income and, where possible, capital growth. Just to give you some idea - on
the income side we have 12.25% of our capital invested in Utilities, 11.60% in
Industrial Goods and Services, 8.30% in Health Care and 6.20% in Fixed
Income. For capital growth we have a little over 11.00% invested in global
Equity Funds; and of course some holdings provide a mix of income and
capital growth, e.g. Raw Materials, in which we have nearly 10.50% invested.
Our investment portfolio is presently valued at £469,800 (it cost £403,200)
and includes a little under £40,000 in cash awaiting suitable investment
opportunities. It is interesting to note that the portfolio has an earnings yield
of 4.05% which is well above the present level of inflation and reflects our
very conservative investment policy - we do not speculate.
Barrie Sayers, Investment Manager
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Obituary
SHEILA GRAHAM
Sheila Graham died peacefully on December 5th, 2011 aged 97. She was the wife of
David Graham, the eldest of Dr Graham's six children, and the mother of Fiona
Cranston and Ian Graham. After her marriage to David Graham in 1948 she was very
active in fund raising for the Homes.
Commencing married life in Devon, she helped Peggy Passy, the eldest daughter of
Dr Graham, to gather heather and, with the help volunteers, make up hundreds of
heather bunches that were shipped to Calcutta for sale on an annual flag day in aid of
the School.
Following her husband's death in1963, Sheila returned to Edinburgh in 1967 and
quickly became involved with the Scottish Committee, helping to organise an annual
Bazaar and Lunch in the Assembly Rooms in George Street, Edinburgh.
The Kalimpong Home Industries was still up and running and sent material back to
the UK and anybody who was "handy with the needle", including Sheila, spent many
an hour producing wonderful oven hands and other items to sell both at the
Edinburgh Sale and the Bazaar in London, which has now been replaced by a Curry
Lunch. Betty Sherriff, the youngest of the six Graham children, was the organiser in
Scotland and Bunty Odling, the second youngest daughter, was the organiser in
England. Those who remember Bunty will know that she was meticulous about the
standard of sewing and even Sheila, who was equally meticulous, had some of her
finished items returned by Bunty because she was not satisfied with the number of
stitches!
In the late seventies Sheila went to live in Petersfield, Hampshire until four years
prior to her death when she moved to be near
her daughter. On moving to England she had
joined the London Ladies Committee and was
Chairman of the Committee when the annual
fund raising event was changed to a Curry
Lunch rather than a Bazaar. At Christmas she
sold DGH Cards in the charity Christmas shop in
Petersfield, which was always a great success.
In 1989 when she was finally able to visit the
Homes and India with her son, Ian, Sheila was
thrilled to see the school and to meet her
sponsored child, Susie.
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Sheila Graham (left) with Diana
Odling at a Curry Lunch, welcoming
guests as they arrived.
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COMMITTEE NEWS
Anne Hoggan
It has been another busy year with meetings in Edinburgh
and London. In Edinburgh we have met in Stockbridge
Church and again we are grateful to the Minister and Kirk
Session for allowing us to use this facility free of charge.
Our London meeting in September, in Crown Court Church, was a successful
and happy occasion with guests joining us for lunch. We were delighted to
meet them and special mention must be made of one guest, Alec Murray (an
Old Homes Boy), whose recent momentous 90th birthday we celebrated in
traditional style.
The AGM in May was well attended and we appointed Jim Gibson as
Treasurer and Alistair McCabe to the Committee. Already we are indebted to
these two newcomers for their valuable contributions to the work of the
Committee. We were sorry to say farewell to Morris Thomson and wish him
well. The AGM saw the first public viewing of our new film 'He Saw the Need'
and all present were moved by the way the film-maker has captured the
spirit of Dr Graham's Homes.
I would like to thank all who have supported me and the work of the
Committee throughout the year.
Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary
NOTICE – AGM DATE for 2013
The UK Committee’s AGM and Social Gathering are planned for
Wednesday, 22nd May 2013. The venue will be PALMERSTON PLACE
CHURCH, Palmerston Place, Edinburgh, EH12 5AA. As in 2012, we are
planning to include some personal accounts/slideshows concerning the
Homes, following normal AGM business. A light lunch will be available.
All Sponsors, Correspondents, Supporters and Friends of Dr. Graham’s
Homes, Kalimpong, are welcome. Please put the date in your diary.
Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary
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NEWS FROM THE UK
Earthquake - Appeal Update
Readers of this Newsletter will be well aware of the Earthquake Appeal that
was launched by the UK Chairman, Jim Simpson, at last year’s London Curry
Lunch Reunion. The Appeal had an initial target of £70,000 for building
repairs. Leaflets and appeal forms were handed out at the lunch and were
also sent to the many friends and OGB’s of the Homes as well as being
included in the December 2011 Newsletter.
The response has been magnificent and in addition to many individual
donations, several people undertook charity events which contributed
towards the target. Support also came from the monies raised by Bike
Bengal 2012 which were dedicated to the Earthquake Fund.
The Earthquake Fund closed in September 2012, well in excess of its target of
£100,000. This is a great achievement for which the UK Committee is very
grateful. I know I speak for all pupils, staff, OGB’s and friends when I extend
my heart-warm thanks for this great effort. It will go a long way to help
repair the earthquake damage. James MacHardy, Appeal Convenor

Earthquake - Repairs and Restoration Update.
Phase 1 was a quick-fix operation of emergency repairs to find bed spaces
and classrooms for all boarders. Phase 2, which followed immediately,
focused upon completing repairs so children could progressively return to
their original cottages. Balancing funds with labour and material resources
has inevitably set the form and pace of these works. It was not until the end
of August this year that the last group of children returned to their cottage
“home”. These constraints meant that cottage refurbishment works had to
be concentrated on just internal repairs, leaving behind all but essential
external works. Not until September was it possible to commence these less
critical works as a Phase 3. The specialist works which include cottage and
chapel strengthening will form a Phase 4. This will be carried out in parallel
with ancillary works, such as road repairs, that are scheduled as a Phase 5.
All work is targeted for completion by late 2013. Jim Simpson, Chairman
13
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Mervyn meets his sponsors
Mervyn had arrived! The boy, whom New Kilpatrick Parish Church in
Bearsden, near Glasgow, had been sponsoring and to whom I’d been
Correspondent for many years, had come to visit me in Scotland! I had
known of Mervyn since he was a wee boy first arriving at Dr Graham’s
Homes; and here he was, a recent graduate from college.
With smiles and tears of joy I hugged Mervyn, now
a handsome young man. “I can’t believe I’m really
here in Scotland!” he said.
What fun we had together. Mervyn’s great love is
football – he has toured at least twice in Australia
with a Kolkata team - so we enjoyed going around
the sports shops looking for a new football strip
and boots.
We walked in the Campsie Hills and spoke of many
things; his life in India, his family, his ambitions for
the future. Highlights included our visit to the Riverside Museum and a tour
of the “Glenlee”, a three-masted, fully-rigged sailing ship moored on the
Clyde. Mervyn, of course, had to stand in the bow doing a “Titanic”
impression! Our trip to the Burns Museum in Alloway was wonderful;
Mervyn knew all about “haggis, neeps and tatties” having attended a Burns
Supper recently, and we were all fascinated to view the Burns-Tagore
exhibition that was currently on show, co-incident with an identical
exhibition at Scottish Church College in Kolkata! On his last day we even
managed to visit John Anderson Graham’s boyhood home, a farmstead near
Helensburgh. Mervyn took ‘photos of everything: “I will look at my ‘photos
when I go home and remember every moment of my trip”.
Our minister invited Mervyn to speak in our church. There was not a dry eye
in the congregation as Mervyn spoke appreciatively of the years he had spent
at Dr Graham’s Homes thanks to the support of our church. He told how the
passing of his mother coincided with the start of his sponsorship; he felt at
that time that he was finding a new family.
14
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All too soon it was time to say “Good-bye”. With tears in our eyes we hugged
again and Mervyn told us “I have loved Scotland and the time spent here
with so many good friends; I will come back again!” ……...Hurry back Mervyn.
Rona Armstrong, correspondent for Mervyn Nathaniel
Church of Scotland – Heart and Soul Event, 20th May 2012
This was organised by the Church to celebrate its work and inform on local
and international issues and was an opportunity to showcase the work of Dr
Graham’s Homes. Jim Simpson, Anne Hoggan, Kenneth Hammond and Vanda
Fraser manned the stall and prepared for an invasion of people who would
be surging into Princes Street Gardens in Edinburgh.
The first live screening of the
new promotional film “He Saw
The Need” was set up by
Kenneth and mini audiences
watched each 10 minute show.
We shared information with
interested visitors while the
beautiful voices of the Homes
Choir played in the background.
It was wonderful to meet many
people who were already
aware of the Homes and others who picked up Annual Reports and
Newsletters to take home to read. A worthwhile day indeed for raising
awareness of the continued work of Dr Graham of Kalimpong! Vanda Fraser

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Troon Friends of Kalimpong
Our annual Coffee Morning was held in Troon Old Parish Church on Saturday,
October 6th. On this occasion we were blessed with beautiful autumnal
weather which certainly encouraged a tremendous turn out of regulars,
supporters and visitors. Once again it was lovely to welcome Jim and Pat
who must now count as regulars as well as supporters. As in previous years
15
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we were overwhelmed by the very
generous donations of baking and
items for our bottle stall which
raised £547, an outstanding
record.
Our next event will take place on
Saturday, 8th of December, at the
Troon Old Parish Church Christmas
Cafe, when we will be selling our
much sought after range of Classy
Collectibles for Kalimpong.
Meanwhile, one of our Troon Friends, Mrs. Corrie Lawrence, with the aid of
our new DGH film, has successfully persuaded the Inner Wheel Club of Ayr to
adopt DGH as the nominated charity for their coming session. Aileen Fraser

Auction in Edinburgh - May 2013
This is a revival of successive Curry Supper Auctions held in the past in the Taj
Restaurant in Edinburgh. As always, success on this occasion will depend
upon donations for the auction and of friends attending with their friends.
Your support is earnestly invited.
Suggestions for prizes to be donated include:
Week-end at a spa resort
Golf at a championship course
Case of wine
Vouchers for John Lewis
Vouchers for a hair salon
Vouchers for Marks & Spencers
Dinner at a favourite restaurant
Week-end hotel break
Litre of Whisky
Food hamper
Bottle of Champagne
International sports ticket
…. and many more
Notification of contributions, donations and attendance to John Webster.
Telephone: 01770 700747, Email: johngwebster@talktalk.net) or
write to: Planetree, Kingscross, Isle of Arran, KA27 8RG.
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Arran Friends
A Coffee Morning in May and a Soup & Sandwich Lunch in October have
raised £1,564 for the Children’s Sponsorship Fund. Additionally, Janice Small,
having cycled Land’s End to John O’Groats and across America (Pacific to
Atlantic),was present, as at many Arran events, with her stall selling bric-abrac and discarded treasures. Last year Janice raised £400. John Webster

AND another idea
Twelve friends, each hold, once a year, on separate months a Lunch, Supper
or Cheese & Wine Party for each other. A £10 donation is charged and
£1,200 results – sufficient to support a child for one year at the Homes.
Easy!? ….Arran hopes to lead the way! John Webster

Fundraising in the North East and Yorkshire
In addition to their personally sponsored children, Jane and Ann are
supporting two more little girls through fundraising. They organised three
events in 2012 which were extremely popular; and the Spring Lunch and
Halloween Supper will be repeated next year.
Spring Lunch – April. A two-course homemade buffet lunch with a glass of
wine for friends and neighbours raised £788.50
Jubilee Lunch – June. A buffet lunch was held for over 30 friends to celebrate
the Queens Jubilee, raising £797.31. Despite the rain we had great fun.
Halloween Supper – October. A Halloween supper was held for over 50
friends, many in fancy dress, who had a bowl of homemade soup and a cup
cake. The evening raised £999.70!!
At all three events guests bought jams, marmalade, biscuits and cakes that
were made by both Jane and Ann. Some craft items made by friends, whose
contribution is enormously valued, were also sold.
Jane also makes biscuits which she takes to her office for clients and staff to
buy – to date this has raised £91.70. Ann Donnan and Jane Burniston
17
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Curry Lunch 2012
The annual Curry Lunch was held at St. Columba’s Church of Scotland, Pont
Street, London SW1 on 31st October. Although the event was a week later
than usual, 192 people attended and we were delighted to see so many new
faces. The lunch raised just over
£6,000 (a finalised figure will be
shown in the Year-End Accounts).
Several members of the UK
Committee joined us including
Johnnie Graham, who had the new
DVD on his laptop, and Jim Simpson,
who gave an update on the
reconstruction works at the Homes.
This was so pertinent as many of our
lunch guests last year had given
generously to the Earthquake Appeal.

Ladies who Lunch
(otherwise known as the organisers)

As well as eating a delicious curry lunch, provided by Mr. Rana and his staff of
the Munal Tandoori Restaurant in south London, those attending the Lunch
were able to shop at a wide variety of stalls. Fiona Cranston

Cycling across America with Arran grit
Between March and May of this year, over eight weeks, I embarked on the
challenge of cycling across America – 3,200 miles. This began as a personal
journey but so many people asked me if I was 'doing it for charity' that I
decided, without actively advertising, to collect for DGH. I set up a Just Giving
page, mentioned it on my blog and the amount gradually grew. People are
very generous.
I had a wonderful trip and managed to cycle every mile. I traversed eight
states following the Southern Tier Route. We were a party of 12 cyclists and
two leaders - strangers from around the world. We camped, pitching our own
tents and cooked once a week for 14 people.
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I experienced extreme cold in the
Western Hills, and heat and
humidity in the eastern Gulf States.
The highest point was 8,228ft., in
Emory Pass, New Mexico.
My favourite state was Texas; it
reminded me of Scotland, emerald
green with swathes of wild flowers.
Alarmingly, when we reached
Louisiana and Mississippi, almost
every day, we were chased by dogs. To my surprise I loved the American
people, I found them friendly, courteous and very tolerant of we cyclists. We
were allowed to cycle alone or in a group. This gave us the freedom of the
open road or security when needed.
This was an experience of a lifetime, coping with camp life, hard, arduous
cycling days and extremes of climate but overall it was a journey of joy,
education and revelation. Not to be missed. Janice Small

And another cyclist for Dr. Graham’s Homes
Catherine Robbins took on three big cycling challenges earlier this year:


Lands’ End to John O'Groats - 912 miles in eight days;



Etape Caledonia - 81 miles, with a total ascent of 2,124 metres;



London2Paris - 325 miles in 3 days.

A total of 1,318 pedal miles, spread over 3 months between March and June
for which she has raised more than £2,500. Editor

Swimming for the Homes
On 24 June 2012 Guy Gibson and Paul Moreels took part in the British Gas
Great North Swim. They swam one mile on Lake Windermere and for this
effort they were able to raise more than £350. Editor
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NEWS FROM THE HOMES
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Mrs. Hilda Peacock
It is my privilege to present the Principal’s Mid-Year
Report for 2012.
Last year’s Class X pupils were presented for the ICSE
exams in March, a total of 97 candidates appearing
out of which 96 were awarded Pass Certificates. All
our sponsored children passed the exam and have since joined one of the
three different streams provided in Class XI. I give below details of sponsored
children who have fared well in their respective streams.
Science:

Jacinta Sylvia Correa (UK)
Shireen Iris McDonald (Canada)

72.8%
70.0%

Commerce:

Annabel N. Raj (Canada)
Sharmila Mukherjee (Australia)

83.0%
72.8%

Arts:

Leema Rai (Ireland)
Alisha Hezron (UK)

68.0%
63.2%

I am disappointed that Class X’s performance in Mathematics has not been
satisfactory; nine of our children who, despite having gained Pass
Certificates, have had subject failures in Mathematics. This is one area we
need to focus in the coming academic year.
Of last year’s Class XII School Leavers, we put forward 148 candidates for the
ISC Board Exams; 146 passed but 2 failed (neither of whom were sponsored
pupils). Nigel Augustine, an Arts Stream pupil supported by a UK Sponsor,
topped the school with a percentage of 86.5%.
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Our weak areas in the ISC examination have been both Economics and
History. The students who were in the Arts Stream were finding it difficult to
cope with Economics. In this regard, we have remedied the situation this
year by introducing Sociology and we trust this will enable our children to
score better. For History, I have linked up our History Teacher with the
Resource Person for the ICSE, Mrs. B Khan, and I have requested her to
closely monitor and also remote control our teaching and testing of History.
We continue to strive towards better academic performance and have made
evening preparation compulsory for all Board Exam classes. Revision classes
also continue for those needing academic assistance in certain subjects.
All of our children of Classes X and XII underwent a 3-day Workshop
conducted by the Institute of Career Studies from Luknow and each has had a
complete academic profiling report prepared following one-to-one
counselling on career choices thus advising on subject combinations that they
should take to further their career ambitions. I am sure that this will go a
long way in eliminating incorrect subject choices that lead to square pegs in
round holes.
We have on our staff now a full time School Counsellor as well as a Special
Educational Needs professional who deals with children with learning
disabilities. Both these staff members have packed schedules and many of
our children are benefiting from their inputs. We have also advertised for an
additional school counsellor to strengthen this department and give it a
wider application. We have instituted an Academic Council comprising senior
Staff members, the Principal and one Board member to regularly analyse and
advise on pupil performances.
This year I have conducted a Teacher Training Workshop for teachers of
Classes VIII to XII teaching them curriculum content, evaluation and
examination procedures in English studies. In March many of our English
teachers were involved in correction of the ICSE English-I papers from all
across India. This is very arduous work but will reap rich benefits for the
school. I plan to extend this training to the teachers of History & Geography
and have now had agreement from the Council to proceed. In addition, we
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have sent teachers for in-service training in Biology, Home Science and
History at the ICSE Council Training Course. I trust that these initiatives will
raise the motivation level of teachers and pupils and will bring more positive
learning and better results both in School and in Board exams.
This year, the School has won many awards. The Choir went down to Kolkata
on the invitation of the Chief Minister and came away with many accolades.
They also brought back a large trophy from Kolkata Police after their
performance at the Independence Day Parade.
The School took First Prize in all categories at the Inter-School Drama
Competition held in Kalimpong.
I am very proud to report that the Girls of the National Cadet Corps have
done extremely well this year and have brought back many awards and
trophies after each camp that they have attended. Eight of them have now
been chosen to train in the Rock Climbing Expedition in Central India and
another three to represent the State at the Republic Day Parade in Delhi.
We have now come to the end of this academic year and look back over this
time with gratitude to God for His faithfulness. The year ahead poses many
challenges but we are assured that we will move forward with faith and hope
“for He who has called us is Faithful and He will do it”.
I sincerely thank you all for your support.
Hilda Peacock, Principal

Bursar’s Retirement
David Foning has retired having worked at Dr Graham’s Homes for 36 years.
Although born in the Homes, he started schooling at the Scottish University
Missions Institution in Kalimpong but in 1961 he continued his education at
the Homes, passing out in 1969 to go to college.
His first post at the Homes was in the Estate Department in 1976 and his last
appointment was as Bursar in 2002. Editor
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Other Staff changes
The Homes has seen a number of changes to administrative staff over the last
twelve months. Colonel (Ret’d) Ratna Mani Pradhan has taken up the new
post of Homes Administrator with responsibility for the smooth and efficient
running of the campus. The hunt for a new Accountant for the Homes goes
on but in the meantime the accounts function will continue in the charge of
an external accountancy practice. These two positions taken together will
reflect the scope of work and responsibilities that previously had been in the
job description for the post of Bursar. Jim Simpson, Chairman

School Activities
Murray Cottage won the swimming championship and Standard Shields for
the boys while on the girls side Woodburn were the champions with Elliot
taking the Standard.
The final round of the Grahamite Quiz was won this year by Woodburn with
Thorburn taking second place and Calcutta Cottage coming third.
Elliot Cottage came first in the singing competition for the girls’ side with the
boys’ side seeing a joint win for Centenary and Heathland Cottages.
At the inter-cottage Sports, on the 1st October, Calcutta Cottage won the
Championship and Wiston the Standard Shield, while Macgregor took both
these trophies on the girls’ side.
The school play this year was a comedy loosely based on a modern take of
the fairy tale of Snow White but mixed with characters from a diverse range
of other tales that included Red Riding Hood and Goldilocks. Board of
Management Members from Kolkata, Kalimpong and Sikkim came to see the
play with members of the Local Advisory Committee as well as teachers,
pupils, parents and local OGBs.
The Kindergarten Sports and Christmas Party will take place in the morning of
4th December. In the evening of the same day there will be a candlelit Carol
Service that marks the end of the School term. This is always a poignant
moment for the school leavers in Class XII as they head off to a new life.
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Although the school will be closed for the long winter holiday, some staff and
children will remain on campus. The new academic year will start on 11th
February 2013. Ruth Glashan, Kalimpong Sponsor Office

Our College Graduates in 2012
Pat Simpson
Every year a dozen or so pupils from the Homes take up
places at various colleges in India, usually in Kolkata but
sometimes elsewhere. There are about 50 former
Homes pupils who are studying at college. At the end
of the three-year college courses comes graduation and
this year we are delighted that our record of successful students is being
maintained.
Listed below are the names of the students who graduated in June of this
year and who are now seeking their fortunes in the world! We hope that
those of our supporters who sponsored and corresponded with these
youngsters are as proud of their contribution to these successes as we are.
Graduated BA General from Loreto Girls College, Kolkata:
 Irene Patang and Nivedita Narjinary: both seeking entry to a 1-year MA
course;
 Rajni Strong: presently teaching but planning to follow a 1-year BEd
course;
 Rila Hembron and Annie Fransz: both seeking employment;
 Himani Mochray and Priyanka Karji: starting a 1-year MA course in
Bangalore;
 Nicola Hayes: now teaching in Siliguri;
 Shallene Norman: planning to follow a 1-year BEd course;
 Cleopatra Johnson: started a 1-year course in Human Relations in Kolkata.
Graduated BComm Honours from St Xavier’s College, Kolkata:
 Natasha Westley: presently working but hoping to start an MComm
course in Delhi.
24

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

Graduated Political Science Honours from Scottish Churches College,
Kolkata:
 Michael Moses: working part-time to save up to do a 1-Year BEd course
in Kolkata. (Michael is shown in one of the DVD’s films. Editor)
Graduated BA General from St Xavier’s College, Kolkata:
 Andrew Gonsalves, Russell Francis, and Susmit Basumatra: presently
seeking work;
 Shane Texeira: preparing to sit entrance exams for the Indian Army;
 Lionel LeBlond: working as a teaching assistant in Sikkim.
We congratulate all these students as they reflect the grounding and
schooling that their days at Dr Graham’s Homes provided. Pat Simpson,
General Secretary

FEATURES
MAKING THE FILM
When film director Jeremy Riggall of Sketch Films approached the Homes UK
Committee in September 2011 I suspect our first impulse may have been to
say, “Erm, do we need a film?”
But the more we thought about it, the more the prospect appealed. A film
would give us the chance to bring the charity to life. Pictures often speak
more powerfully than words when you’re trying to explain the work of the
charity to potential new sponsors and supporters.
A small team of Committee members, led by Johnnie Graham and including
Ann Donnan, Jane Burniston and Jim Simpson, our Chairman, was set up to
manage the project. Enthusiastic backing for the scheme was immediately
forthcoming from Johnny Mukherjee, Chairman of the Homes’ Board of
Management in Kolkata, and Hilda Peacock, the School Principal, who went
on to play a key role in the film.
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We worked closely with Jeremy to plan both the logistics for the filming and a
draft storyline for the film, or films as it turned out. Perhaps for the first time
in the Charity’s history, Skype was used to enable everyone to participate in
meetings from the comfort of their own homes or offices – 21st Century stuff!
Then in mid-February this year Jeremy set off for India to shoot the film, with
Jim as his “fixer” and Jim’s wife, Pat, in close support.
Initial filming took place in Kolkata and focused on a young boy, Solomon
Rixon, whose family lived in very straightened circumstances and who was
about to travel to the Homes for the first time. The film covers his departure
on the train from Kolkata railway station and his journey to the Homes. It
includes some lovely footage (shot somewhat precariously by Jeremy leaning
out of the carriage window) of the swiftly passing scenery. Later on Jeremy
recorded some beautiful singing by the school choir, including “I Believe”,
which we put on the DVD to great effect as background music for the train
journey.
The opportunity was taken, while in Kolkata, to film Michael, a past pupil
about to graduate from college where he was still sponsored. He gave a
moving and informative account of his time at the Homes and then at
college. (Michael successfully graduated in July 2012 and has plans to do a
BEd. Editor)
Filming then centred on Dr
Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong.
With Jim lining up cast members
and Jeremy filming from dawn
until dusk, some 45 hours of
material were recorded.
In
addition to shots of the school
grounds and buildings and
children in class and playing
From the film footage that was not used
outside, four pupils were filmed
talking about their personal circumstances and time at the Homes. These
included Elton and Natasha (2011 school leavers seeking college entrance),
Lydia (in her Final Year, Class XII, whose father had put her on the train for
26

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

Kalimpong when she was very small, saying she was going on a picnic – she
never saw him again) and Sophia (who saw her mother killed in a road
accident when she was a toddler).
Life in the cottages was also filmed, with shots of Solomon now settling in
and Fabien, a cottage uncle, providing an insight and who had quickly judged
that Solomon was so enthusiastic that he probably needed to “take it easy”!
Hilda Peacock was filmed talking about the Homes and spoke with great
clarity and gravitas – she provided a wonderful overarching narrative for the
film.
Then back to the UK and one last filming assignment – interviews with two
Sponsors, Committee Member James MacHardy, who supports nine-year old
Agnes and Emma Clifton-Brown, who coordinates a joint sponsorship group
of25 friends to support Chenelle, also nine. They gave a very clear insight into
their motivation for being a sponsor and what it entails.
Editing was very challenging. How
to select material from 45 hours of
footage! It was a long, iterative and
meticulous process with Jeremy
suggesting initial drafts and then
the team coming back with
comments and suggestions, and so
on until the films were finalised.
We had set out to produce one
main film and a shorter variation for
Johnnie Graham showing the DVD to a
internet use but the wealth of
guest at the Curry Lunch
material at our disposal was too
good to waste. So in addition to the main 10 minute film we produced five
short stories about the children and a film from a sponsor’s viewpoint. This
approach enabled us to present detailed and poignant insights that would
not otherwise have been possible.
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The main film and ‘Natasha’s Story’ were ready in time for the AGM in May
2012. As we played the film, the producers looked nervously around the
audience and we saw many wiping away a tear or two; good - we’d made the
emotional (but always matter of fact and never sentimental) connection we’d
hoped to achieve!
The full DVD, comprising the main film, five short stories and the sponsors’
film, was shown to the UK Committee meeting and guests in September.
Committee member, Alistair McCabe, very kindly funded and organised the
production of 1,000 DVDs for the initial tranche of distribution. We are most
grateful to Alistair for this generous gesture. We’re now considering how to
produce and distribute 1,000s more DVDs and the best way of disseminating
the shorter films over the internet and other digital media.
Making the films was a major undertaking for the Charity. It underlines the
UK Committee’s commitment to ensuring a vibrant sponsorship community
in the UK so that the great work of Dr Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong can
continue in strength and change the lives of children from impoverished
families who would have no other chance of receiving such wonderful care,
an excellent education and a life-changing opportunity. Johnnie Graham

RIPENING TOMATOES AND OTHER STORIES
[The following anecdotes are based on a very entertaining after lunch conversation I
had with Freda Thomson one day last July when Freda recalled to me the time she
had spent teaching at Dr Graham’s Homes in the mid-1960s. At that time Freda was
known by her previous married name of Grieve. Editor]

In 1965 the ship which sailed to Bombay with Freda Thomson and her
children on board took 6 weeks to get there from the UK. Freda, who was
recently widowed, had applied for a live-in teaching position at the Homes.
James Minto, the school’s Principal at the time, knew Freda from student
days at St. Andrews University and was pleased to offer her a position
teaching children in primary school which would also enable the children to
boost their grasp of English through being taught by a native English speaker.
The offer literally answered Freda’s prayers by giving her a job and providing
the means to look after her two children, Valerie and Hamish.
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It took about 6 months to organise the relocation to India and undertake the
journey. Although Freda embarked on her new life without any qualms,
looking back she was still a little unprepared for what she would face
compared to life in Scotland; but Freda was stoical and determined just to get
on with it because she knew it was the right decision for the family.
From Bombay Freda and the children flew to Calcutta where they boarded a
train for Siliguri. There was no railway bridge across the River Ganges, so
they had to use a local ferry and connect with a train on the other side to
continue the journey. At Siliguri they were met by Mr. Minto and taken up to
Kalimpong by jeep via Darjeeling. The road was the width of a single
carriageway and not much better than a rough track through the forest.
[Freda assumed it was much improved today until I told her that monsoon
rains often wash away large sections of the road after which it must be very
similar to the condition she experienced 40 years ago. Editor]
Mr. Minto recommended
that Freda should have a
cook as she would be
working full-time and have
to participate fully in school
life plus prepare lessons and
mark coursework all to fitted
around looking after her
children.
So she hired
Kishne who had worked for
other British families and
On the veranda with Hamish and Valerie
knew how to cook not only
veranda
Indian dishes but also
British recipes, so the fare ranged from curries to rice
pudding. Once Freda had paid for the cook’s wages she had only about 58
Rupees left from her monthly salary to cover all other expenses including the
cost of the family’s food. The Indian cost of living was high and soon after
arriving at the Homes Freda had to send home for extra funds.
Freda was lodged in a house that was effectively split so it could be shared
with another staff member, Mr. Sanjos and his wife and family. Freda had
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the use of one bedroom with two single beds; and another single bed was set
up on the landing. Facilities were simple, particularly in the kitchen, where
there was a wood burning range for cooking, a stone sink, table and a
cupboard; but no fridge. Apart from kettles, electrical gadgets were unheard
of which was just as well as power was unreliable being generated locally at
the Homes and anyway a kettle took 30 minutes to boil. Kishne gave up on
the electricity supply and always boiled a kettle on the range. One (nonelectrical) gadget that Freda remembers well was the toaster which was like
a brazier, made of iron to hold its own fire, which stood on the floor.
Later one of the maths teacher, Mr. Ipe, went to Kerala for a year with his
wife and family and, although Freda’s children lost some playmates, they
were able to share Mr. Ipe’s house with the school secretary, Miss Gray,
which gave them more space than they used to have.
There was a general
food shortage in the
West Bengal area.
Although the Homes
was almost selfsufficient, everyone
living
on
the
compound still had to
be rationed.
Rev.
John Webster was the
farm manager at the
time and Freda recalls
his hen house being
Seated – left to right: Freda, Mrs Minto and Mr. Prakash
“as big as a
with members of the Junior School, John Webster & others
cottage” but the
number of hens still did not lay enough eggs so they had to be rationed.
Rice was also very scarce in Bengal and very expensive which meant that
much of the population were starving. During the Christmas holidays,
though, the ration of rice was continued which gave the Homes a surplus. A
plan was devised to share this surplus. The older boys were sent off to a
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poor area in Bihar with a supply of rice. When they arrived they began to dig
a hole telling the curious that they were digging a small water reservoir for
when the rains came but if any of the men wanted to help they would be
given a day’s ration of rice. There was no shortage of workers! When the
rice was finished the boys packed up and went home leaving a good sized
water reservoir to conserve the rain.
As it was India, meat did not feature that much in people’s diets; chicken was
the most commonly available meat. There was a little beef from time to time
but cattle were walked rather than transported and they always looked very
“lean” according to Freda, adding that “mince was like India rubber balls”.
All the children’s meals were prepared and cooked in their cottages; no
concept of a central kitchen which the Homes had until recently but has now
gone full circle. A typical daily diet consisted of:
Breakfast: 3 x slices of bread (1 dry and 2 coated with powdered milk from
the USA); something called Corag [Freda cannot remember what it actually
was] and either a bowl of porridge [minus the weevils] or a bowl of lentils.
Lunch: usually a curry with rice and also usually made with vegetables but
occasionally with meat as an alternative; followed by either sago pudding or
something made with Atta flour.
Tea: soup, bread, a little jam perhaps and an egg but not every day (eggs
were rationed to 3 per child per week - one was always eaten on Sunday).
More general rationing was ½lb rice per child, per week; ½lb butter for 30
children per week (i.e. the number in a typical cottage); ¾lb Atta flour per
child per week; 4lbs tinned jam per cottage per month and 1 banana per child
per day. There were lots of vegetables, although some foods such as sugar,
white flour, semolina and milk (for drinking) were simply not available.
In her primary class Freda taught all subjects to the children who were a mix
of backgrounds and cultures – mainly Anglo-Indian but also two Tibetan and
four Nepalese children as well as two day pupils who were Hindu. The
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curriculum was quite progressive, for example, decimals were taught
whereas in the UK Freda recalls that she still had to teach poles and perches!
The Homes is close enough to the Chinese border that during her time there
when there was fighting on the border in Sikkim and it looked as if the
Chinese were poised to invade, Freda recalls hearing the sound of gunfire at
the Homes. If matters had become serious evacuation was not on the
agenda. The Indian government prohibited it because on a previous occasion
the single track road down to Siliguri was choked with so many evacuees that
the Indian Army could not get up to the border. Thankfully, though, no-one
had to face any such consequences.
In addition to teaching a primary class Freda also gave piano lessons. Vanda
Fraser, now a UK Committee member, was taught by Freda. Ann Colquhoun
(also a UK Committee member) used to play piano in the chapel but had
returned to Scotland before Freda got to the Homes but she followed in
Ann’s footsteps and each Sunday Freda would play in the chapel as well.
Life at the Homes was quite self-contained because of its relative isolation.
There was no television or even radio and Freda is not sure there was even a
library at the Homes. There were though occasional musical concerts given
by both the staff and the children. In summer the staff played tennis and in
winter retreated to the Jarvie Hall to play badminton.
The Homes sits some height above Kalimpong and occasionally Freda would
take the back path down to the bazaar to buy fresh vegetables. She joked
with me that the return walk up the hill was so long and arduous that any
green tomatoes she bought had turned red by the time she got back.
After two years Freda left the Homes in 1967 to return to Scotland. Hamish,
who had been only 4 years old when he went out to India, remembered very
little of his previous life and was amazed at the house and its contents:
mattresses with springs, not kapok and “all that china, is it for us?”, he asked.
On her return Freda started something which is fundamental to the work of
the UK Committee today; but that’s another story… for May 2013. Editor and
Freda Thomson
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FOCUS ON TREASURY
Where does the money go?
To support about 220 sponsored school pupils at the Homes and 50 college
students (on extended sponsorship), living in the Birkmyre residence in
Kolkata, or at home, or in other cities across India.
Where does the money come from?
From sponsors, who may be individuals, groups, churches or trusts. Not all
sponsors are able to contribute the full amount for each child and
sponsorship by groups is becoming more popular.
Fundraising events help tremendously e.g. Bike Bengal rides, curry lunches,
Jars for Change, coffee mornings, etc. We earn interest on our bank deposits
and dividends on our investments.
In the year to 31st January 2012, some £220,000 of our sponsorship
commitment came from individual sponsors, and £80,000 from fundraising
events. One way or another, the UK committee aims to ensure that the cost
of all 270 pupils and college students is met in full.
How much do we need?
The funds required to meet our sponsorship commitment are £300,000 per
year, £264,000 for pupils and £36,000 for college students.
How does the money get to India?
We pay the funds in termly tranches by bank transfer in Pounds Sterling
which are then converted into Rupees. We are looking at the possibility of
placing money on deposit in India in order to maximise interest.
Who looks after it in India?
The senior management team is Hilda Peacock (Principal); Colonel Pradhan
(Chief Administrative Officer); and a Homes’ Accountant (to be appointed).
All significant transactions, however, require individual Board approval.
What is it spent on?
Salaries, food, property maintenance and other day to day running costs.
33

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

What about giving “extras” such as pocket money and birthday gifts?
This raises problems and we are reviewing this aspect of child support. In the
meantime all children continue to receive standard Birthday and Christmas
money from the sponsorship money that sponsors send to the Treasurer.
What are all these trust funds and restricted funds?
Some are monies paid “up front” by donors who wish to set aside money for
their sponsored child’s future education. Some are funds collected by
sponsor groups, such as churches, and used to pay for the annual
sponsorship fee. Others funds come from legacies some of which are now
used to “top-up” part sponsorships, pay for full sponsorships or help meet
any shortfall in our overall sponsorship commitment.
How is it accounted for?
A Sage computer programme manages income and expenditure. It produces
ad-hoc reports for the Committee to review and also the annual accounts.
Jim Gibson, Treasurer

MORE THAN A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY
[Margaretta Purtill went to the Homes as a girl and is a strong supporter both as a
member of the DGH UK Committee and as President of the Kalimpong Association
(UK) for OGBs. The following is only a short summary of a fuller account of her recent
visit to the Homes, the full article is published in the Association’s Newsletter. Editor]

This year Margaretta returned to the “nest” for a very special visit to mark
her Golden Jubilee of leaving the Homes. During the visit Margaretta saw
much of the school, its daily life and some truly memorable activities such as
the Homes Birthday Celebration, the Swimming Gala and the Inter Cottage
Sports Meet - at which the chief guest was the former Captain of the Indian
Football Team, Barchung Bhutia.
At an OGB Silver Jubilee Reunion Dinner for the Batch of ‘87 – a tradition first
introduced by the ‘69ers - and which, as an OGB, Margaretta was invited to
attend, she was very touched at the respect paid by the ex-students to those
who had taught them so many years ago. The trip enabled Margaretta to
look back with great affection on being part of the Homes family. Editor
[with thanks to Margaretta for sharing the fuller story with me.]
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The Annual 3Ks Tour - November 1st to 19th, 2013

“Enriching and life enhancing”

“A holiday and much more”

This much acclaimed tour begins with 3 days “initiation and grounding” in Kolkata
followed by 7 days of trekking or visiting a Safari Park in Nepal, followed by 2 nights
in Darjeeling and concluding with a 3 day visit to Kalimpong and the children of Dr.
Graham’s Homes.
This is an ideal opportunity of combining a visit to Dr. Graham’s Homes with
experiences of India and Nepal; many have gone before - twice or even three times!
The tour is organised on a non-profit basis, escorted throughout by John Webster, a
former staff member of Dr. Graham’s Homes. The cost for the 18 day tour is
estimated at £2,100. This excludes air fares, U.K. to Kolkata and visa costs, but
includes everything in India and Nepal. Good hotels are used and all are en-suite.
Details from John Webster at Planetree, Kingscross, Isle of Arran, KA27 8RG.
Tel: 01770 700747 or Email: johngwebster@talktalk.net)
Bookings will close 31st March 2013.

IMPORTANT NOTICE – VISITS TO DR GRAHAM’S HOMES
To comply with the latest child protection legislation in India, the Board of
Management has asked specifically that a formal procedure is put in place for making
applications to visit the Homes and the children, whether in Kolkata or Kalimpong, in
whatever capacity: Committee Member, Sponsor, Correspondent, Donor, Friend,
former Pupil or other Supporter. The UK Committee fully endorses this request.
Accordingly, before planning any visits we respectfully request notification is given to
the UK Sponsorship Secretary so that applications can be arranged individually,
positively and directly with the Homes. We earnestly request that this procedure is
followed in all cases.
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UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

Auntie Janet and the Nursery nurses
with the children at Lucia King

Birissa girls doing their homework

“Once upon a time, there was ….”

…. and so to bed.
My thanks go to everyone who contributed photos for this Newsletter but I would like to acknowledge in
particular: Ann Colquhoun, Aileen Fraser, Janice Small, Freda Thomson and Johnnie Graham. Editor
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