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The Homes’ campus on the ridge above Kalimpong town with the River Teesta below
[Photograph attributed to and licensed by Creative Commons]
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DGHG: Some of the girls
who are in the Guides
Troop that is attached to
Dr. Graham’s Homes

The Birkmyre:
College
students having lunch in
between classes

Birissa girls
and
Lucia King

Key Committee contacts (all other Committee contacts are available from the Secretary)
Chairman: Jim Simpson, T. 0845 0948839, E. sponsorship@drgrahamshomes.co.uk
Committee Secretary: Anne Hoggan, T. 01334 656992, E. lochmorn@aol.com
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
James Simpson
Dear Friends, this time last year I was telling in a fairly
upbeat manner of the return, almost, to normality at
The Homes following repairs to the damage sustained
during the earthquake of September 2011. Would that
the news this year was also that upbeat; unfortunately
such is not quite the case. Not as bad perhaps but
equally disruptive as, during two months in the summer, our children had to
be evacuated from The Homes down to Kolkata for fears for their safety and
security whilst the Darjeeling Hills country endured serious political upheaval.
All were able to return to Kalimpong in September but the co-lateral effect
was that of disruption to schooling, general discomfort for children and staff
as they endured the cramped conditions for living and schooling in our hostel
in Kolkata - not to mention curtailment of extra-curricular activities. The
latter continues even now as, back in Kalimpong, the school day is extended,
Saturday morning classes are the norm and even the school year has been
stretched by a further two weeks to mid-December. Despite all that, the
children remain in good heart and The Homes is still “my home” for many.
The UK Committee has been active in this second half-year since our Annual
Report published in May. We have implemented a revision to the structure,
form and timings of our Committee Meetings in an effort to improve our
efficiency. We have been preparing actively for an International Conference
in November – reported upon later in this Newsletter – at which we will join
members of other Overseas Committees along with both the Kolkata and the
Kalimpong Boards in reviewing management and procedures followed in all
locations. Ten of our Trustees are attending – mostly at their own expense –
and all have specific operational tasks to address in addition to their
individual inputs to the Conference itself. Although this may seem like an
unhealthy emphasis on management matters it is vital that we do everything
possible to keep our Charity aligned with sector leaders. Today we are
competing in a major market; to survive, far less to grow, we must win our
share of the available support!
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Turning to the earthquake fall-out, I have some good news to pass on. The
repair of the Kathleen Graham Memorial Chapel has been our biggest worry
as – apart from being out of bounds and unusable for reasons of safety – the
cost of structural repairs to the shaky west façade is way beyond the scope of
any Appeal Fund.
Happily negotiations with West Bengal Heritage
Commission (a form of “National Trust”) has seen that body take over total
responsibility for the project; from design and project management to
construction and total funding! A happy outcome to some sustained
negotiations by the Board of Management. [There is a more detailed update
later in this Newsletter, Ed.]
Finally, as the season for warm Seasonal Greetings approaches, I wish all our
supporters, whether Sponsors, Correspondents, Donors, Friends and all
others whom we meet through the Dr Graham’s family, joy and happiness
this Christmas Season.
SPONSORSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
James Simpson
Despite our best efforts, sponsorship statistically continues to stand still! Not
that that is necessarily a bad thing as long as all of the children whom we do
support are receiving the best of care and being provided with the best of
opportunities to benefit from a sound school education. So the task is to
establish how that opportunity can be given to more needy children – the
task I am sure Dr Graham would have wished us to continue to address. But
first we need to consolidate our present position.
As the 2013 academic year draws to a close we have on our school roll 217
sponsored pupils as well as a further 45 college students on extended
sponsorship. This is a drop of two pupils from our last time of reporting – the
result of parental withdrawals in the light of individual concerns about the
general stability of society in the Hills.
Reacting to the current economic difficulties we are all experiencing which
make it ever more difficult to secure new sponsorships, we have switched
our sponsorship tactic somewhat; now every child we support comes into the
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category of “Full Sponsorship”. Perhaps that smacks somewhat of a smoke
and mirrors strategy as we have drawn down sufficient funds from the
various bequests that we hold to give every child that optimum status. In
parallel with that I have mounted a strong campaign to encourage potential
supporters to consider acting as Correspondents to these fund-supported
children thereby bringing that important personal contact into play despite
the anonymity of their funding. Such one-to-one contact reflects the
fundamental precept of our Charity - the personal relationship between
supporter and child.
I have to report some success on that score as even in the course of recent
weeks we have been offered support by almost a dozen new
Correspondents. Not that we have given up on finding new Sponsors; we are
just recognising that such is harder to achieve than ever before. So – perhaps
you would like to consider helping in this role? To be truthful, in the eyes of
the child it is enough to be able to say to school chums that “my Sponsor in
UK sent me a letter today” – even if in reality it was from his Correspondent;
to the child, such finer definitions are rarely fully understood!
College students continue to tax our management skills; but in defence I do
have to say that much of that is down to difficult communications with the
administration in Kolkata. Equally in their defence in this particular year I
have to make due allowance for the disruption of this summer when the
Birkmyre Hostel, our student administration headquarters, was “invaded” by
almost two hundred sponsored pupils from Kalimpong, moved there for
safety when that political agitation I refer to elsewhere broke out in the
Darjeeling Hills.
By the time you read this, Pat and I will have been to Kolkata to take part in
our International Conference for Overseas Committees. Prior to the
Conference we are spending a week amongst the students in an effort, yet
again, to try to have put in place the systems that we need to be able to keep
you readily informed. There – I’ve told you now, so no pressure!
Thank you as ever for your continuing support for our children.
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TREASURER’S REPORT for six months to 31 July 2013
Jim Gibson
Another busy year
I have enjoyed another year working with the Homes. As
well as dealing with the routine work, again assisted by
my wife Maida behind the scenes, I am working on
additional challenges such as getting to grips with HM
Revenue and Customs’ new system for on line filing of tax repayment claims.
I continue to be amazed at the strong commitment to and generosity
towards the work of the Homes of so many people and I have been delighted
to meet a number of our supporters at the Heart and Soul event, the AGM,
the Curry Auction and the London Curry Lunch, as well as participating in our
UK Conference in Glasgow in March. At the time of writing I am about to
head off to Kolkata for the International Conference, with some trepidation,
as it will be my first visit to India, but looking forward to what I am sure will
be a significant event as we meet together to plan the work of the Homes for
the next few years at a critical time in the life of India.
Half year accounts
The accounts for the six months to 31 July 2013 show the following picture:
Income totalled £166,000, which was made up of:






Donations plus tax recovery £37,000
Income from sponsorship £102,000
Fundraising events
£12,000
Legacies
£3,000
Investment income
£12,000

Our expenditure for the period has been £156,000. We are now sending
quarterly remittances to India based on our agreed level of sponsorship for
the year, and thus sent £70,000 in April and £68,000 in June. The exchange
rate is working in our favour at present and our total commitment for
sponsorship for the current financial year is likely to be £270,000.
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A host of fundraising events have been organised in recent months, including
coffee mornings, a school concert, a Hallowe’en party, as well as a very
successful Curry Auction arranged by John Webster in Edinburgh on the
evening of our AGM in May, a Cotswolds Bengal Buffet and Bazaar in April,
run by Caroline Eckersley and Tina Dennis, not forgetting the efforts of
Johnnie Graham and a number of his friends and relations who ran in the
Loch Ness Marathon at the end of September. We hope that their limbs have
stopped aching! Taken together these events have raised around £20,000
and we are most grateful to everyone who has contributed to this grand
total.
Tea Planter’s legacy
We received a legacy of £105,000 in December 2012 from the William
Jackson Trust. The Jackson Trust was set up in 1915 and its purposes were
varied so as to benefit the Sir Percival Griffiths Trust, which exists to support
widows and orphans of tea planters; this trust now has very few beneficiaries
left and generously decided to transfer most of its capital to our UK
Committee. David Panter, a long-standing supporter of The Homes, hosted a
delightful lunch to introduce Jim and Pat Simpson, Barrie Sayers and me to
the Trustees of the Sir Percival Griffiths Trust on the day after the Curry
Lunch in London, allowing us to reassure the Trustees that their funds would
be used over a period of years to support some seven or eight children
throughout their schooling at The Homes.
Greatly assisted by this legacy, our reserves stand at £980,000 at 31 July
2013, of which £680,000 are for restricted purposes. Approximately,
two-thirds of our funds are held in a good quality equity portfolio with the
remainder in term deposits at three separate banks in order to minimise risk.
Prospects for year to 31 January 2014
Like most charities, we know what our expenditure is, but cannot easily
forecast our income. Our income has however held up well this year and at
the time of writing it is expected that the accounts for the whole year will
show a deficit of around £10,000. It would, however, be nice to balance the
books for the year!
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INVESTMENT MANAGER’S REPORT at 30 Nov. 2013
Barrie Sayers
We invest our surplus funds for two principal reasons;
firstly, to provide some protection against the ravages of
inflation and, secondly, to generate income to aid the
support of deprived children at school in Kalimpong.
Stock Market performance is of course dependent on
financial and political developments. Since our AGM in May, stock markets
have fallen, largely as a result of concerns that Central Banks - notably the
USA - might be considering withdrawing some of the enormous amounts of
cash that they have injected into the market to stimulate growth - Quantitive
Easing - as it is called here. Despite these concerns our portfolio is presently
valued at £685,796 and is now providing us with an income stream of 4.5%.
There have been several changes to the portfolio since I last reported. We
sold our holding of Murray International Trust at a profit and used the
proceeds to increase our holdings in:
 Unilever - yielding 4%;
 Morrison Supermarkets - yielding 5.1%; and,
 Jardine Matheson - yielding 2.7%.
This latter yield may seem low but the shares are denominated in US Dollars
and with Sterling depreciating against that currency we get more in Sterling
than the straight percentage. We have also disposed of our small and
ancient holdings of Aviva, Barclays Bank, Lloyds Banking Group and
Persimmon and have invested around £15,000 in an infrastructure fund
called 3i which a yield of 4.5% and we have bought a few more shares in the
pharmaceutical company, AstraZeneca, which is giving us a yield of about 6%.
We have also added a further £65,000 to the portfolio from our surplus
funds. You all know how low bank deposit rates are presently and so, to
improve income, we have purchased three corporate bonds which will
provide a yield in the region of 6%. Two of the bond-issuing companies are in
the commercial property sector - one in London and the other in the north of
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England, while the third is in the finance industry. All three mature in 2020
and were recommended by our brokers, Killik & Co.
One further and very recent change we have made is to reduce our holding
the energy company, Centrica, by half to £11,000. Although the company
remains strong, it has attracted adverse publicity resulting from its increase
to retail energy prices. This has knocked the market price of the shares and
there is talk of a possible reduction in the dividend yield – presently 5.5%.
This is a cautionary move on our part.
In May next year I will be standing down from my role as Investment
Manager, having taken this on some 4 years ago. In future the management
of investments will be taken over by an Investments Committee comprising a
group of three trustees: Jim Gibson, Ken Hammond and Caroline Eckersley.
The Committee will work in conjunction with Killik & Co. who will act in an
advisory capacity.

COMMITTEE NEWS
Anne Hoggan
It has been another busy year with meetings in
Edinburgh, Glasgow and London. Our last was in London
at Crown Court Church and was a successful and happy
occasion with a number of guests who joined us for
lunch: Alec Murray, Sarah Clifton-Brown, Natasha Sternberg, Jonathan Grant
and Philip Harris, all of whom are good Friends and supporters of the Homes.
Work at these meetings has focused on developing a three year Business
Plan, making amendments to our Constitution to ensure the work of the
Trustees is more effective and, not least, preparing for the International
Conference in Kolkata at which the UK Committee’s delegates will be leading
a number of specific discussion topics.
Our thanks to the Ministers and Kirk Sessions at each of the venue for the use
of their halls. Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary
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NOTICE – AGM DATE for 2014
The UK Committee’s AGM and Social Gathering are being planned for
Wednesday, 14th May 2014.
The venue, which is a new one for an AGM, will be the RENFIELD ST. STEPHENS
CENTRE, 260 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4HZ. Following normal AGM business,
we are planning to include some personal accounts/slideshows concerning the
Homes. A light lunch will be available. All Sponsors, Correspondents,
Supporters and Friends of Dr. Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, are welcome.
Please put the date in your diary.
Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary

PLEASE NOTE: The Renfield Centre is a two minute walk from Glasgow Charing Cross
Railway Station and a 15 minute walk from Buchanan Street Bus Station. A number
of local buses pass the door. Please contact the Committee Secretary if you need any
help with directions.

EDITORIAL
David Willis
As I write the International Conference in Kolkata is
coming to a close. I am waiting for Jim Simpson to send
me his summarised thoughts on the conference so these
can be included in this Newsletter. Although the
Conference agenda was wide-ranging, its focus was on
the Homes, its aims and management and the relationships between the
Homes and its Board of Management and the Overseas Committees.
The funding of sponsorship or providing broader, less specific financial
support to the Homes, is the core work of all the committees. The
beneficiaries are the supported children who are educated at the Homes.
Inevitably there are varying success rates, some children doing better than
others. Although not all children at the Homes are academically on a par
with each other, the sponsorship programme and the Homes can still make a
profound personal difference. In the UK some educationalists are beginning
to recognise that to go to college or university is not a realistic goal for all
10
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youngsters – affordability and particularly personal talent are some of the
more critical factors that are now being accepted as influential. A similar
issue has to be addressed by the Homes and its Board of Management. An
academic future is not a realistic aspiration for all of the children in the
sponsorship programme; some are more suited to practical training and
being equipped for a vocational future. This issue is one of the many agenda
topics for the Conference. Although the delivery of outcomes is unknown at
this stage, more appropriate rigour at the selection stage and the offering of
vocational training through the Homes must be developed if sponsorship is to
be more than the mere provision of victuals but is able in a modern and
competitive world to truly make a difference for all sponsored children.

NEWS FROM THE UK
Earthquake - Appeal Fund Update
Although progress in repairing damage continues to be slow, not least
because of many other local demands for reconstruction resources, we have
agreed to fund the cost of refurbishing the Steele Memorial Centre for use as
a sick bay. In June we sent half the cost, £16,000, with the balance of
£15,000 going out to India at the start of November. The building work is
nearing completion and has been designed to provide not only sick-room
facilities for The Homes (nowadays our serious cases go to hospitals in the
town) but also to provide a medical facility for the local community as well
as, potentially, a recognised training facility that would be used to provide a
certificated nursing qualification.
The “ring-fenced” Earthquake Fund now stands at £64,000 and we continue
to be in touch with the Homes as to how this can most effectively be spent.
James Simpson, Chairman and Jim Gibson, Treasurer

AGM May 2013
Following the formal business at this year’s AGM, there was a “Chat Show”
hosted by Jim Gibson, our Treasurer, who posed questions on the theme of
“making a difference” to four different participants: an OGB, a former
11
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teacher, a college sponsor and a Homes
sponsor. In the Features section is a
transcript of the “questions and answers”
with a participant from the last category.
About 40 friends and supporters attended
the AGM, one of whom was Arifin Graham
the former leader of the Canadian Council,
who was visiting the UK, and had been
invited by his cousin, Johnnie Graham. Arifin spoke to me of the Council’s
sponsorship programme and the practical difficulties in managing the Council
and its membership across a vast country. Meetings are held via the
telephone or Skype, although that is still problematic for the more remote
council
members
whose
internet connections are not
that fast (sounds all too familiar
with the UK?). As for an AGM,
well it is just unrealistic for
Council members to travel to
the venue in Toronto from, say,
Vancouver - over 2,000 miles
away. So again the essential
business is on the telephone,
although a 3 hour time zone
range can present its own
Johnnie Graham (left) with his cousin Arifin
challenges! David Willis, Ed.
Graham (right) and his wife, Wiluya

Vera Cassie Memorial Plaque
A memorial plaque for Vera Cassie, who died in November 2012, has been
given by her sister, Mrs. Irene Lindsay. For more than 20 years Vera had
been a staunch supporter of the Homes and Secretary to the UK Committee.
The plaque was accepted by John Webster who dedicated it when he visited
the Homes as part of his 3Ks Tour in November this year. It is expected to be
fixed to the Lucia King building. David Willis, Ed.
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Troon Friends of Kalimpong
In April, Sandra Pirie, our hard-working fund-raising convener for Troon Old
Parish Church and also one of the Troon Friends of Kalimpong, organised a
sponsored shore walk from Barassie Beach, Troon to Irvine and back – a
distance of 11 miles. All proceeds were shared equally between Troon Old
Parish Church and Dr. Graham’s Homes.
On a wet and windy west coast day 46 hardy souls, comprising 34 adults and
12 children and assorted dogs, completed the course and raised the
wonderful total of £1,481, half of which has come to DGH.
Our main annual Troon Friends event was our Coffee Morning, held in Troon
Old Parish Church on Saturday, 5th October. We had the usual stalls, baking,
books, bric-a-brac, tombola, DGH cards and Helen’s hats – a new very stylish
range. We enjoyed a happy, busy morning and were delighted to welcome
John Webster and Jim and Pat Simpson. We were also delighted to welcome
the new minister for Troon Old Parish Church., the Rev. David Prentice-Hyers
who hails from Tennessee, and is very enthusiastic about Dr. Graham’s
Homes and is looking forward to a trip to India and the Homes. We were so
pleased to raise the splendid sum of £615.35. Aileen Fraser

Friends of Kalimpong in the Borders
The Kalimpong Ceilidh and Curry Night
The Friends of Kalimpong in the Borders teamed up with members of Kelso
North and Ednam Social Committee to arrange a fundraising evening at Kelso
Rugby Club on 28 June. The event was intended to raise funds to buy
equipment to help children with additional learning needs as identified by
the recently appointed special needs teacher and counsellor. The Principal
provided us with a list of items and prices to procure the equipment locally
and we set about raising the money, continuing to promote the profile of the
Homes in this corner of Scotland. Not that Dr Graham’s profile needs much
raising; since our return from Kalimpong in December 2011, after three and a
half years working at the Homes, we remain amazed by the amount of
13
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goodwill and generosity that exists for DGH and the sponsored children in
particular who receive such generous funding from so many local Borderers.
The Curry and Ceilidh is, of
course, a well-tested formula
and the event turned out to be a
great success, with lots of
dancing and feasting on a huge
array of homemade curries and
accompaniments donated by
friends and well-wishers. And
while the social aspect of the
event was very important, the
willingness of people to dig deep into their pockets to buy raffle tickets and
roll coins to win bottles contributed greatly to make the profit for the
evening a staggering £2700, including a cheque for £1000 from a member of
the community who was unable to attend but thought a wee donation might
be helpful!
We were delighted to be joined by Jim and Pat Simpson for the evening, with
Jim thanking the people of Kelso and Ednam, and the wider Borders, for their
continuing support.
A very big thank you goes to everyone involved for their hard work,
attendance and generosity in supporting the children of Dr Graham.
Philip Gibson, Chair of Friends of Kalimpong in the Borders

Loch Ness Festival of Running
After months of training a team of nine runners, including two great- and six
great-great-grandchildren of Dr John Graham, took part in the Baxter’s Loch
Ness Festival of Running on 30th September to raise funds for very needy
children at The Homes. Thanks to extremely generous sponsors across the
UK, the team raised over £3,300.
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Four of the team took part in the marathon, four in the 10k event and one in
the 5k race. The weather was perfect for long distance running – dry, not too
hot or cold, and dry. The marathon started in the hills above Fort Augustus,
with a local pipe band playing as the runners crossed the start line. The route
then followed the south shore of Loch Ness, along the River Ness and into the
heart of Inverness and the very welcome sight of the finishing line in a very
crowded and cheering Bught Park. It was great to see UK chairman Jim
Simpson and Homes board member Mr D K Chaudhuri, over from Kolkata,
cheering the runners home along the finishing straight. The 10k and 5k
events took part in the city itself, with a similar finishing route along the river.

Fiona, Johnnie, Neil and Jamie (all from the
Graham clan) looking confident before
crossing the marathon start line

The team’s participation would not have been
Eloise (5k) and Mungo
possible without vital logistic back-up. The
(10k) propping up their
team was based with “Grandad Nigel” and his
exhausted Dad
wife Sue and were provided with pasta-rich
meals by Nigel’s daughter Anna and a taxi service courtesy of my wife
Elizabeth, including a 5.30am start on race day. Johnnie Graham

Balaclavas and Hats Galore
As I write this in October I should be packing my bags for the 2013 3Ks Tour
and the International Conference in Kolkata. Included in my luggage will be
32 beautiful balaclavas and 13 delightful hats.
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Since they took part in the 2012 3Ks Tour, Roz and Wullie Gray have been
very busy. While Wullie has been, and still is, in serious training for the 2014
Bike Ride, Roz has been busy making and selling jewellery to help Wullie with
his sponsorship. She has also been busy knitting lots of balaclavas whilst
Wullie’s sister has concentrated on knitting many hats.
Last year, the ladies of Ayr Inner Wheel adopted DGH as one of their overseas
charities and since then two of their members, Mary Clydesdale and Eileen
Kenneth have also been busy knitting balaclavas.
I am so looking forward to handing over these lovely gifts to Aityi. She will be
so thrilled as will all the children in her care in Lucia King, including the new
intake, will be given a balaclava or a hat. Aileen Fraser

Grange School Concert,
Nr Northwich, Cheshire

The school’s choir performs under the
name: “Cantores Roborienses” and is
shown here when they performed at
Edinburgh Castle

A concert was held on 10th May at
which some 300 people in the
school theatre heard the school
orchestra, swing band, choir and
other smaller musical groups
perform a varied programme,
including pieces from Vivaldi, Bach,
John Williams, Bob Dylan and other
contemporary composers as well
as Traditional pieces. The concert
raised the magnificent sum of £900
for the Homes. Andrew Millinchip

Fiddler’s Concert at Broxburn
In June Miss Ann Colquhoun hosted a concert of foot-tapping tunes
presented by Livingston Fiddlers at Broxburn Baptist Church.
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After introducing the evening with a prayer and a hymn, Ann showed our
DVD, “He Saw the Need”, to the 90 or so local folk that had come along for
this India-themed evening.
Ann, stunning in salwar kameez,
spoke of the work of The Homes
and her experience over many
years as Head of Kindergarten
before
setting
Livingston
Fiddlers
off
on
their
entertainment mission. Many
of Ann’s friends from her church
and prayer groups were rallied,
preparing everything from hall
to buffet, from sound system to
projection equipment.
At the interval a sumptuous buffet of Scottish and Indian fare was served
before the music recommenced – not finishing until well over time as the
buffet had been so heavily attended! By the end of this very happy occasion
over £700 was in the till - including half of the band’s fees that Livingston
Fiddlers donated as an additional contribution to The Homes. Jim Simpson

Auction in Edinburgh
John Webster was the organiser
and auctioneer for a very successful
revival of a Curry Supper Auction
that was held in the Raj Restaurant
in Edinburgh. More than 50 lots
were donated and included
jewellery, IT equipment, bottles of
whisky, theatre and hotel vouchers,
pictures, embroidery and quilts as
well as holiday cottage breaks and a
golfing holiday; so much generous
support from so many people and
organisations.
17
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More than 80 people attended the auction and in addition to the ticket price
some £4,000 was bid on the night. The success of the auction was due not
just to John’s organisational skills but also to his ability by creating the right
atmosphere for a relaxed evening of
bidding. There was much good
humour throughout with John being
skilful when offering each lot to the
room and at times tenacious in
pursuing bids before bringing down
the hammer and declaring “Sold!”
The auctioneer at work with a bottle
of whisky

Our thanks must go to John for a highly entertaining performance that
evening but also our thanks go to all those at the auction who bid with such
spirited generosity. David Willis

Arran Friends - Soup and Sandwiches for the Homes
Friends of Kalimpong, in Arran,
organised their annual autumn
charity lunch and raised a fabulous
£865 towards the support and care
of children in Dr. Graham's Homes,
Kalimpong.
The Arran folk came along to Brodick
Church hall on Saturday 12th
October to support our Annual Soup
& Sandwich lunch in aid of the Homes. We had a wonderful turn out, with
some new and familiar faces, all enjoying a blether over lunch and waiting to
see if they were lucky in the raffle.
Rev. John Webster and his two helpers, Alison & Fiona, had us all in hoots of
laughter at their antics while calling the numbers. The grand sum of £865
was raised. Thanks to all the supporters and the helpers behind the scenes.
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One of the lucky raffle 'winners' was the
grandaughter of Janice Small, child sponsor
and biker extraordinaire! This account is
from a proud grandmom. ”Rosie spotted the
teddy bears and was desperate for her Mum
to buy one. It was explained that they could
only be won as a raffle prize. I said she could
have one if I won it. She sat with such a sad
face watching the other prizes being won.
Then the first teddy came up and guess who
won it, me! What a happy girl she was. After
a while the second teddy came up; I couldn't
believe it, I won too! “ (Definitely no fixing!!)
Shona Hume.

Fundraising in Durham and Yorkshire
[Ann Donnan and Jane Burniston sponsor two children and organise joint fundraising
events to help support their sponsorship, Ed.]

Sari Evening
This was an enjoyable and fun event,
well supported by 40 ladies. The Saris
were provided by a very generous Sri
Lankan friend who demonstrated how
to tie them. There was a home-made
curry with fruit for dessert. In addition
to a raffle we sold some home-made
produce, raising in total more than
£700.
Halloween
This is third Halloween Party to be held in the ‘Donnan’ household to raise
funds to sponsor Christina Paul and Chinella Gomez. The event was great fun
to organise and is gaining in popularity year on year and this year we had 50
plus guests. Tickets cost £8 and guests are served a bowl of home-made
soup, a bread roll and a cup cake. The total raised was in excess of £800.
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Garden Lunch
This was held at Jane's home in
North Yorkshire at the end of
August, which raised almost £1000
towards the funding of two
sponsored girls at the Homes. We
were blessed with fine weather and
many wonderful supporters who put
up the gazebos and moved endless
tables and chairs. There were raffle prize givers, salad makers, flower
arrangers, ticket sellers, plate clearers and bar ladies - not to mention our
neighbours with their splendid gazebo. However the list could not be
complete without special mention of the folk who stayed on to take it all
down again before the rain came!

London Curry Lunch 2013
The annual Curry Lunch was held at St.
Columba’s Church of Scotland, Pont Street,
London SW1 on 30TH October. This is always
the major event each year for the London
Ladies Committee. Not only does the Lunch
take some organising but the proceeds go
towards directly supporting seven children at
the Homes.

Fiona Cranston reserving
places for lunch

There had been a Trustee meeting the day
before in London so it was great to see so
many members of the UK Committee who,
having come down from Scotland for the
meeting, stayed an extra night to go to the
Lunch.

Jim Simpson, the Committee Chairman, gave a short address and an update
on sponsorship statistics and made a plea for new Correspondents for those
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children whose sponsorship is paid for out of legacies and funds but who do
not have anyone that they can write to.
As well as the lunch there was a
raffle, with some generously donated
prizes, and many stalls, which
seemed to be particularly busy.
There were new faces again this year,
which is always so heartening. We
have raised just over £6,000, a similar
figure to last year, although it is not
yet finalised as we are still awaiting
one bill to come in!

Bit of a “scrum” around one of the stalls

Our thanks once again to Mr. Rana and his staff of the Munal Tandoori
Restaurant in south London for providing such a delicious curry. David Willis
and Fiona Cranston

K2K 2014 - Bicycle Charity Ride
In February 2014 the intrepid riders are on the road again riding to keep the
Homes running! There is a new route this time and the cyclists will be led by
John Webster who introduced the original Kolkata to Kalimpong Bike Bengal
bicycle ride in 2006. The riders will start in Kathmandu, Nepal on 16 February
2014 and will arrive at the Homes in Kalimpong 7 days and some 670 km
later. The route is a bit more challenging than previous Bike Bengal rides but
it is more spectacular with a scenic ride along the foothills of the Himalayas!
Please support the cyclists many of whom have opened their own page for
donations on the “Just Giving” website or specific donation details can be had
from John Webster, Tel: 01707 740747 or Email: johngwebster@live.co.uk.

Your small change can make a 'Big Change'
Since its start in late 2009, some £1,950 has been collected through Jars for
Change - enough to sponsor two children at the Homes for one year! Why
don't you too collect your loose change in a jar for a very worthy cause?
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NEWS FROM THE HOMES
PRINCIPAL’S LETTER
Mrs. Hilda Peacock
Dear Friends, Greetings from Dr. Graham’s Homes!
It is once again time to cast a backward glance at the
year that seems to have gone so quickly. Perhaps
the most momentous thing this year is something
that cost the academic programme in school dearly.
In July, after a brief period of political uncertainty an
indefinite strike was called in the Darjeeling Hills. All resident pupils were
asked to leave town and for us at the Homes it meant slowing down school,
stopping all activities and sending of our children to their homes. This was a
mammoth evacuation programme in the middle of the strike. We had to
seek special permission to allow the movement of busloads of children from
out of our campus and town.
Many of the children were dispersed from Siliguri which is the rail head an
interstate bus terminal, but almost 200 children were evacuated Kolkata
where they were housed, fed and taught for the entire 40 days period.
Fortunately, arrangements for local teachers were made and the primary
school at least ran regular classes. For older children some semblance of
coaching was given in the core subjects.
On the 11th of September, 2013, the entire lot of children was brought back
to the Homes to begin school again. Naturally, this loss of working days
resulted in all Saturdays being declared as full working days, the Puja holidays
and the winter holidays were drastically cut short and all extracurricular
activities were either truncated or entirely suspended. The worst hit were
the sporting and swimming activities.
Making up loss time is always a Herculean task nevertheless, it must be done
and so we just went ahead and did it!
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Apart from this one landmark event this has been a year when we have had a
sharp rise in the student population. Consequently we have opened new
classrooms and cottages and new subject combinations. I trust this will mean
more opportunities for children to benefit from what we have to offer.
I take this opportunity to thank each one of you for the support you have
given and the interest you have shown in our school over the past years. On
behalf of the entire school body I send you Christmas greetings and best
wishes for 2014.
Yours sincerely,
Hilda Peacock

School Events and Activities
His Excellency, Shri M.K. Narayanan, the Hon. Governor of West Bengal
visited the Homes on 11 June. A welcome reception for his Excellency and
other dignitaries was organised in the Jarvie Hall at which the school’s
Cultural Hobby Group performed dance and the school orchestra and choir
each performed two pieces.
Due to the political situation in the Hills and temporary relocation of the
school to Kolkata in the late summer, normal school sporting and social
activities were cancelled, with three exceptions: the Inter-Cottage Debates
and the Grahamite Quiz, both of which were won by Heathland, and the third
being the Harrier’s Race at which the Boys Standard Cup was won by
Heathland and the Girls Standard Cup was won by Elliot; the championship
cups were won by Scottish-Canadian for the Boys and Mansfield for the Girls.
It was still possible to hold the Birthday Service as normal on Sunday 22
September which, due to the Chapel’s closure, took place in the Jarvie Hall.
As the school year was extended the final exams took place between 2 to 12
December. The Kindergarten Sports Day and Christmas Party was held on 7
December, which is the same date for the Homes’ evening Carol Service. The
school closed on Friday 13 December and the new term will start on 7
February 2014. Ruth Glashan, Kalimpong Sponsor Office
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International Conference at Kolkata - 24 to 27 November 2013
After a break of over five years, an International Conference for Overseas
Committees and allied groups was hosted by the Board of Management of
the Homes. Delegates attended from all Overseas Committees and were
joined by representatives from Kalimpong through the Local Area Committee,
and from former pupil organisations (OGBs) in Nepal and Kolkata. The four
day event took place at our Birkmyre Hostel in Kolkata, all the facilities being
arranged by the Chairman, Lt Gen (Ret’d) Johnny Mukherjee, and his Board,
using internal resources wherever practical to minimise Conference costs.
The Conference opened with attendance at church services across Kolkata
before going into a series of presentations by Board Members to set the
scene for discussions on all aspects of The Homes. Management, Finance,
Organisation and Operations were thoroughly reviewed, debated, taken
apart and re-formatted where necessary. Topics included an in-depth review
of current finances (a complex process due to many difficult aspects of
sponsorship); how to fully fund all supported children (a particular concern of
the Overseas Committees); and possible improvements to operational
aspects of The Homes and of the School. Many answers were provided but
these had the nasty habit of
raising even further questions
– albeit a healthy sign in itself!
More than 40 delegates
attended including ten from
UK Committee – almost totally
at personal expense - with
each delegate being there in
his or her own individual
capacity, so eliminating the risk of any one group dominating the floor. As
proceedings closed, all agreed that the event had been worthwhile principally
through the determination of each attendee to ensure that the risk of a nondeliverable “talking shop” was minimised. Hopefully the preliminary
preparation and the subsequent follow-up will ensure that this Conference
produces results! The benefit too of meeting and inter-acting with folk of a
similar passion for our Homes was a bonus of enormous value.
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Perhaps the most significant new development was that of the determination
of those former pupils present, our OGBs, to re-ignite the enthusiasm,
purpose and goals that, regrettably, appear to have faded from the sights of
the majority over past decades. For some years now the input from OGBs
has tended to be found in isolated but scattered pockets; a co-ordinated
holistic approach has been lacking so it was heartening to see the
opportunity to harness the vast resource of individual talent and wide
experience being grasped. A new OGB co-ordinating group in the making?
Another benefit of the Conference
taking place on “Homes’ territory” was
that of meeting and inter-acting with
many of our college students who live at
The Birkmyre Hostel. Enjoyable too was
their tea party for the delegates that
closed the Conference and at which
three students spoke warmly of their
experiences at The Homes, and voiced
their gratitude for the opportunities
afforded them through the support of their sponsors. The new OGB group
suggested that a more supportive approach to college studies be developed
through self-help groups of senior students providing guidance for those
arriving fresh from the safe campus of The Homes - new beginnings indeed!
Both before and after the Conference some Committee members managed
to visit The Homes, albeit briefly, to meet pupils, teachers and other staff.
But even the shortest visit is worthwhile, this year especially so as Kalimpong
has been regarded almost as a no-go area in the light of the recent political
disruption in the Hills. That thought must be dispelled; although at times
there are periods of disruption that upset the routine of The Homes, Dr
Graham’s - as well as the many other schools in the town - are key
contributors to the area’s economy; all have an important place in that
society.
Now our task is to convert words into actions so securing the future of The
Homes! Jim Simpson, Chairman
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FEATURES
[Alec Murray, OGB, was one of the lunch guests at the Trustees’ meeting in
London last October. Alec celebrated his 90th birthday in 2012. Editor]

SCHOOL DAY MEMORIES
In early March 1929, I arrived at Siliguri Railway Station from Shillong and
was met by Mr. Pempa Hishey who had recently started a new taxi business.
He drove in his first car, a Ford, to Kalimpong. When we reached the River
Teesta Bridge I got out of the car and walked across as the bridge was
constructed of wood but it was really safe enough to take the weight of a car
as Mr. Pempa Hishey drove across. Before this bridge was built, one had to
walk up to the Homes or if too young be carried up. There were ponies too,
then. On reaching the school I was taken to the main office where I was
greeted by Mr. Purdie, the Superintendent of Cottages, who then sent me off
to the Hospital Isolation Ward for a check-up, as was the custom for all new
intakes.
Two young trainee nurses took me into the ward and shaved off all the hair
on my head and applied green coloured iodine to any spots on my body in
case of ring worm. (Years later I discovered that the job of shaving my head
was the very first task that the two trainees were given and that it was their
first day of training. Their names were Frances Robson and Ruby Harrison.
They became life-long friends.)
After a day or so in the Isolation Ward, I was sent to Calcutta Cottage, the
then little boy’s cottage, to wait being allocated to one of the standard Boy’s
Cottages. I was sent eventually to Farm House and to Form 1 in the school.
Mr. Simpson was the Head Master at that time and at the end of the first
year he awarded me with a Progress Prize – the only price I received. He
must have seen that I had some potential because I was given a double
promotion. So the next year, I started in Form 3.
I was confirmed Church of Scotland by Dr. Graham, a year after he became
the Moderator of the Church of Scotland.
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In 1932 Farm House had to be closed
because of the financial situation and I was
sent to Hart Cottage where I remained until
left school after sitting for the Higher Grade
Schools Final Exam and the Board of
Apprenticeship Exam. (Girls followed the
Junior and Senior Cambridge syllabus. Girls
and boys were separated from Class 6
onwards.)
When all the children had left the school
compound to go on their winter vacation,
those of us who were in the School Cadets,
part of the Northern Bengal Mounted Rifles,
set off on the annual camp. We marched
with our rifles and kitbag about 10 miles to
Sangshey where there was a camp site.
We had PE each morning and were drilled
by a Sergeant, all under the command of
Capt. J.T. Lloyd, our Head Master. We
Alec in the garden of Hart
were shown how to use 0.22 calibre and
Cottage when he was 13 yrs old
0.303 calibre rifles, take aim and fire, also
how to clean and oil the barrels. We then had the opportunity to use the
rifles on the firing range. I think we fired about ten 0.22 live rounds at a
target and individual result was recorded. Finally, we were given five 0.303
live rounds to fire. This made some of our shoulders very sore, especially if
one did not hold the rifle tight against one’s shoulder as we were advised. In
the evenings we sat around the camp fire and sang songs such as “Loch
Lomond”, “I Love a Lassie” and “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary”, etc. before
retiring to our tents. We all enjoyed the experience but the best part was
that we were paid.
During one of the sing-alongs by the camp fire, one of my fellow cadets, after
seeing a snail on a log, mentioned that if I got that snail to crawl over the
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warts that I had on my leg they would be cured. Being game to try anything I
did just that and direct the snail over all of them. Surprise, surprise, after a
couple of week they had all disappeared. To this day I have not had another
wart! When the camp ended we marched back to the school.
The next day I was sent to the Birkmyre Hostel in Kolkata to face the world
and to start a new life with all that the Homes had shown and taught me.
This was in December 1937.
The 1922 Everest
Expedition at the
Jarvie Hall.
Dr.
Graham
is
reading a “Bon
Voyage” message
from Chief Scout,
Baden Powell. The
expedition leader,
General Bruce is
next to the empty
chair. Mallory, who
died on Everest in
1924, is in the back
row.

My other memories are, firstly, the two Everest Expeditions, led by Brigadier
General C.G. Bruce, a warm friend of the Homes. Kalimpong was the usual
starting place from which, as in past years, successive expeditions have set
off in the home of climbing the world’s highest point. (I was not there for the
Mallory and Irvine assaults as they were before my time; but did the two
reach the top?)
For each of the two attempts that took place in my time at the Homes, the
climbers arrive in two separate parties on two consecutive Sundays. They
attended the morning service in our beautiful Chapel and joined us in praying
for the Creator of the Mountains. Two of the party would read the two
lessons and we always sang the first 5 verses of the 121st Psalm before
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sending them off on their high adventure. The climbers adopted the same
programme for their second attempt. On their return Eric Shipton would
show us slides he had taken of deep crevasses, etc. on what we called the
Magic Lantern in the Jarvie Hall. It was all breath-taking for us.
It was on the 3rd April 1933 that two Westland aircraft - two seater, single
rotary engine bi-planes, set off from the base of Purnea, 260 miles north of
Kolkata and 150 miles south of Everest to fly over the tallest mountain. The
fuel pipes to the engines were well insulated to prevent the fuel from
freezing. The first aircraft was piloted by Squadron Leader, the Marquis of
Douglas and Clydesdale and his observer, cine photographer, Lieutenant
Colonel L.V. Stewart Blacker. The second aircraft was piloted by Flight
Lieutenant D.F. McIntyre and observer, cinematographer, S.R. Bonnet. They
left Purnea at 8 am, successfully flew over Everest, the first aircraft to do so,
and returned to base at 11.25 am. What an achievement!
It was on the next day, the 4th April 1933 that excited us in the school. We
were informed that Lord Clydesdale and his observer were to fly over
Kalimpong town and our school. Mr. Lloyds, the Head Master, sent the Head
Boy, Fred Leith, to
the top of the
MacRobert School
Tower to watch
out for the first
sighting of the
aircraft,
shout
down when he
spotted it so that
he (i.e. Mr. Lloyd)
could then dismiss
the school. There
The text reads: “The Westland PV3 (modified Wallace)
was no need for
being flown by The Marquis of Clydesdale over Everest.”
that because as
soon as we heard the drone of the engine in the distance we were all outside
like a shot and stood at the edge of the compound facing the town below and
saw the aeroplane fly overhead. What excitement, particularly for those of
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us, including me, who had never before seen an aeroplane. We did not know
that his actual mission was to fly over Mount Kanchenjunga, which he did.
What an occasion to cherish, to actually see the aeroplane that had flown
over Mount Everest and Mount Kanchenjunga. [The front cover photo shows
the general direction that the aeroplane took, Ed.]
Every year, after the snow had melted and the Jelep La Pass was clear,
Tibetan merchants, their muleteers and dozens of mules would arrive on the
field below the Homes. They had trekked over high narrow tracks with the
mules heavily laden with bales of Yak wool. Each mule had a bell which
consisted of a brass tube with a metal clapper hanging from its neck. These
were essential in case the mule tripped or was knocked over by another
laden mule trying to overtake and fell over the edge of the path, so it could
be heard and located. With the animals all kept together in this one field, it
did attract a lot of flies. To shake off these flies the mules used to swish their
tails and shake their heads, which resulted in a cacophony of ringing “ding
dong” bells.
When the loads were removed in Kalimpong, the goods were sent on their
next leg of the journey by ropeway to Riyang, a station on the Teesta Valley
branch of the narrow gauge Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, which ran
alongside the motor road and the Teesta River [see the photo on the front
cover, Ed.]. Unfortunately this section of the DHR line does not exist now
[opened in 1915 and closed in 1950, Ed.]. Incidentally, the Homes at that
time also had a ropeway from Kalimpong town to the workshop. Before the
snows iced up again the merchants, muleteers and mules would make their
return journey, laden again with produce to take back to Tibet.
What is engraved on my mind is the view of the Kanchenjunga range of
mountains, as seen on a clear day from the school playground. I often
wished I had an extending arm so I could stretch across the distance, only 40
miles away, and pat the top of the third tallest mountain in the world.
The memories and the ethos of the Homes still live with me.
Alec Murray, OGB

30

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

WHAT MAKES A SPONSOR?
The following are three very personal testimonials that describe in their
different ways how each person came to be a sponsor at DGH, Ed.

Maida Gibson - Making a difference

The four participants at the Chat
Show (left to right): Vanda Fraser,
Shona Hume, Maida Gibson and
(seated) Anne Colquhoun

After the formal business at this year’s
AGM, Jim Gibson our Treasurer hosted a
“chat show” on the theme of “making a
difference”. He explained how he felt
that in the DGH family we are making a
difference to the lives of many people,
not only to children and college
students, but also to those who sponsor
(in all its various guises) and who look at
the world with different eyes as a result
of their involvement with the Homes.
The aim of the presentation was to give
a flavour of how what we do can make a
difference, trusting that it would
encourage supporters and assure them
that what they are doing is of value. The
following are the questions posed by Jim
Gibson and Maida’s responses.

[Question 1] How did you first become a sponsor?
I used to work for Save the Children as a volunteer and on the local
committee. Through that organisation I sponsored children and families in
various parts of the world and got huge pleasure in the letters etc. which
came from them. Save the Children decided that individual sponsorship was
not administratively cost effective so they stopped individual allocations. I
was not interested in this and looked around for another charity that would
allow correspondence with the child. I think I saw Dr Graham’s Homes
advertised in a paper and so got in touch with Vera Cassie, who was the
Sponsorship Secretary at that time, and was delighted to add me to her list.
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[Question 2] What changes have you seen in your children over the years?
I have been sponsoring children for over 35 years so have seen youngsters
grow from small children in Lucia King to confident young women ready to
face the world. At present I am ‘back at the beginning’ again with a brother
and sister who are just leaving Lucia King. I think one of the good things
about these children is the fact that there is comparatively little change in
their letters; they have all done similar things, enjoyed them and taken a
huge pride in their ‘house’ and in particular House competitions. It has to be
remembered that children do not know anything very much about their
sponsors, perhaps they don’t even know what they look like, so their letters
cannot be personal in the way of expressing complex feelings. However the
letters I receive have always contained an appropriate degree of Christian
caring for their sponsor as well as nicely expressed news about their own
activities. I have always enjoyed the letters and particularly the drawings
that my youngest sponsored child now sends – he is very talented in this way.
[Question 3] How has sponsoring a child made a difference to you?
When I started sponsoring I was living in a very pleasant town with, at that
point, two small children, later three. It was a simple but comfortable
lifestyle and I felt that there were other children who were not as fortunate
as mine and I thought that I would like to support a child, of similar age to my
own, to have a better life and an education. I also thought that it would be
good for my own children to know that there were others who suffered
difficulties and who couldn’t necessarily get an education. My daughters did
take an interest and in fact the youngest spent 6 months at Lucia King during
her ‘Gap year’ and now sponsors a child herself.

Andrew, Jane and Ben Millinchip – A son’s Gap Year led to the whole
family being involved
In 2006 my son Ben was busy preparing for his pre-university Gap Year visit
to the island of Vanuatu in the South Pacific when a major volcanic eruption
on the island led to a change of plan and he found himself on a plane to
Kolkata en route to Dr Graham's Homes. Little did we know at the time how
this change of plan was going to affect all our lives. Ben was soon busy
teaching in the kindergarten, and shortly afterwards Sophia and Kenny, a
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sister and brother aged 5 and 9, arrived at the school in tragic circumstances.
Their mother had been killed in a road accident and their father, unable to
support them, had brought them to the school and asked that they should be
looked after. Sophia appeared in Ben's class, traumatised by what had
happened, and we received a call from Ben asking if we could help by
sponsoring her so that she could remain at the Homes.
So began a commitment to fund Sophia's education which Ben also shares
now that he is working. Ben returned to India a couple of times in the
intervening years and the idea grew that he should take his parents to see
the place where he had been so happy and to meet Sophia. I must admit to
being a little apprehensive at first as I do not relish flying and there was to be
the jeep ride to the Homes along a vertiginous mountain road, all of which
filled me with trepidation! However the journey was much easier than
expected and I can honestly
say that I wouldn't have
missed the experience for the
world!
From the moment we arrived
at the school we were made
welcome by everyone we
met, and those who knew
Ben from his gap year were
Andrew, Jane and Ben with Sophia
clearly delighted to see him.
and her brother, Kenny
We were introduced to the
[Sophia appears in one of the films on the
school at the Sunday chapel
DVD that was made last year]
service as 'Sir Ben's mummy
and daddy' which made us very proud! We particularly enjoyed our time
observing lessons in the kindergarten and seeing the wonderful dedication of
the teachers there. It was great to be taken to the different cottages by
kindergarten Head, Betsy Francis, who gave up her time unstintingly to show
us around. But of course the highlight of the visit was the time we spent with
Sophia, and we were encouraged that while she is still emotionally fragile she
is being so well cared for. We took Sophia and her brother into Kalimpong to
celebrate her thirteenth birthday with tea and cakes and bought them some
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winter clothes, and we were able to discuss her progress with her class
teacher and the Headmistress, who very kindly took the time to see us.
But soon the time came to leave, and although it was a sad moment for all of
us, we promised that we would return next year to spend more time with
Sophia and perhaps work on a project in the kindergarten. I cannot
recommend highly enough the value of sponsoring a child - our visit was an
emotional roller-coaster but we feel as though we have gained an extra
member of the family and we couldn't be more proud of Sophia or more
thankful for the opportunity we have been given to play a part in her life.

Olga Hammock - A childhood memory revived
I first met Aunty Flan when I was ten years old. A forceful personality, she
fascinated me with her talk and photos of India, its colourful flowers, snowcapped mountains, and ‘her’ girls, all of whom I soon could recognise by
name. My mother got all her friends to knit red cardigans for her to take
back to Kalimpong and I began to write to my first penfriend. Later two of
the girls, Felicity and Florence, came to stay with us. Dr Graham’s Homes was
an important part of my childhood.
I never quite forgot them but they faded to the back of my mind until two
years ago a South African friend sent me her photos of a trip to India and
Nepal. As I skipped through them I came to one of the Homes and was quite
startled. There were the red cardigans – though presumably not the ones my
mother had sent! It all came back to me and I was quite excited. What could
I do to ensure I didn’t forget them again? I decide to sponsor a student and
then, after attending the AGM in Edinburgh, I joined the 2014 bike ride. I am
thrilled to be visiting the Homes at last and only wish my mother were still
alive so she could share in this delight.
IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT VISITS TO DR GRAHAM’S HOMES
To comply with the latest child protection legislation in India, the UK Committee asks that
notification is given to the UK Sponsorship Secretary so that applications to visit are
individually arranged and notified to the Homes. Please follow this procedure for all cases.
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Departing UK : Thursday, 30 October 2014
Returning to arrive UK : Wednesday, 19 November 2014
Begins in KOLKATA: vibrant, exciting, real and removed from traditional tours - the
“City of Joy”. Guided tours to Mother Teresa’s Home and Children’s Care Home; sail
the Ganges; visit the markets and meet the gracious and cheerful people of Kolkata.
Fly north to NEPAL: Himalayan country and discover Kathmandu. Choice of a 4 day
trek in the hills and see the snow covered Himalayan peaks, or, visit the Chitwan
National Park to see the birds, elephants, crocodiles and rhinos.
Fly east to the INDIAN border and jeep up hill roads to DARJEELING at 7,000 ft.
Spend 2 nights at the Windermere Hotel – a “modern colonial relic”. Travel on the
famous toy train and visit the Himalayan Mountain Institute, a Buddhist monastery
and Darjeeling Zoo, or, simply enjoy strolling in the Bazaar.
Take a 2½ hour journey on glorious hilly roads to KALIMPONG and to DR. GRAHAM’S
HOMES at over 4,000 ft. Spend 3 days in the Himalayan Hotel. Visit the Homes to
meet staff and children in school and in their cottages – be “bowled over” by the
children’s singing and their Welcome.
nd

Finally, an experience not to be missed – take the overnight air-conditioned 2 Class
sleeper train to Kolkata and a day relaxing in the Vedic Village Spa Resort before
boarding your Emirates flight back home to begin to unpack the totality of that which
is so much more than a holiday.
Enquiries from December but not later than 31 March 2014 to:
John G. Webster at Planetree, King’s Cross, Isle of Arran KA27 8RG
Tel: 01770 700747 or email: johnwebster@live.co.uk
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NATURE: The people in the
Land of Beauty needed
wood to build houses to
keep warm and to cool food.
So, they cut down the trees.
However, for every tree cut
down, they planted two
trees in its place. They had
promised the trees that they
would do so. After some
time, the people forgot their
promise.
They stopped
planting trees. Yet they did
not stop cutting them down.
The trees became sad and
one night when the people
were sleeping they quietly
walked away. The people
woke up to find their forest
gone. The animals that lived
in the forest became
homeless. They began to die.
The air no longer smelled
fresh and clear. There was
no rain. People did not have
water.
No plants grew on the land and people had no food. The tree-less Land of Beauty
became dry and hot.
Lavani Pathak Class IIIA [2012]
A thoughtful and compelling piece of writing from one so young – about 9 years old when she wrote it.
Environmental Studies is a compulsory subject under all school boards in India, Editor

It would not be possible to have compiled this Newsletter without the involvement of so many people in the
UK, Canada and not least at the Homes. I would like to acknowledge and give my thanks for their
enthusiastic help. I have put a name alongside each specific contribution. Some people also shared with
me just their photos and for that I would like to thank as well: Margaretta Purtill and Nina Toller. Editor
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