UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

FINAL UPDATE ON THE UK EARTHQUAKE APPEAL FUND

The work to repair the Steel Memorial Centre is almost finished.
The cost was met by donations made to the UK Earthquake Appeal Fund

Newsletter of the UK Committee
December 2014
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A reminder of the damage after the earthquake in September 2011
Calcutta Cottage

A dormitory

Steel Memorial Centre

Cracks to a classroom window arch
2

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
James Simpson
Since I last reported to you, some important changes
have taken place at The Homes. You will recall that as a
result of the unexpected hospitalisation and subsequent
retiral in June of our Principal, Mrs Hilda Peacock, the
Homes was precipitated into an unforeseen leadership
and management crisis. This has been solved for the
moment by the arrival of two retired Indian Army officers, Colonel Prakash
Thapa, as acting Principal, and Colonel Ashok Gogoi in the role of Head of
Administration. Both are coping remarkably well with their entry into this
very different world of academia! To meet them face-to-face for ourselves
and to help them with their understanding both of the role of the Overseas
Committees and of the interaction between Homes and Committees, Pat and
I, accompanied by Treasurer Jim Gibson, visited Kolkata and Kalimpong this
November. I am pleased that all parties are now working in harmony having
established a personal understanding of one another’s roles!
Whilst in India we attended a number of meetings with the Chairman of the
Board and with individual Board Members, as well as being invited to take
part in Board Meetings in both Kolkata and Kalimpong. Our concerns for the
wide variation in academic achievement recorded by sponsored pupils were
strongly expressed and the need for a review of what form of education is
being provided for those of our children who are not academic achievers was
taken on board. Teaching staff in Kalimpong were reminded that a large
proportion of our supported children are not blessed with academic ability –
their pre-qualification for entry to the Homes is assessed purely in terms of
“need”. Senior teachers have agreed to examine how a more suitable
syllabus and learning curriculum could be developed that would ensure in
future that all of the children whom we support, no matter their ability, will
graduate with a qualification that will provide them with employment and
security when the time comes for them to leave the safety of Kalimpong.
Meantime as a first step towards raising standards, compulsory preparatory
classes are provided in the schoolroom for all boarders in Classes IX to XII for
an hour and a half each evening. I give information about further steps
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towards improving the lot of our sponsored children in my Sponsorship
Secretary’s Report below.
I reported this time last year that West Bengal Heritage Commission was on
the brink of taking on the task of re-instating our earthquake-damaged
Chapel. That statement was a trifle premature, as it turned out, as Indian
elections intervened in the summer curtailing all extraordinary expenditure
until votes had been cast. I can at last confirm that the project is now moving
ahead and WBHC confirmed at a meeting I had with Mr Partha Das, the
architect responsible for co-ordinating the project on behalf of WBHC, that
funding is now in place and the first inter-departmental transfer of funding
has taken place so triggering the commencement of design development. It
may be two years before the Chapel is sufficiently secured to be usable and a
further year before restoration is complete – but at last things are moving
towards the reinstatement of The Katherine Graham Memorial Chapel.
Elsewhere in the Newsletter you will find an article written by Pat reporting
upon the privilege we enjoyed in Kolkata just before we returned to UK, of
attending the launch of former Principal Bernard T Brooks’ book, “Footsteps
in the Himalayas”, an anthology of anecdotes about people and places of
Kalimpong. The book is a most enthralling read and provides a unique
approach to a personal memoire of The Homes.
Although I and my Vice Chairman, Barrie Sayers, are moving ever closer to
the time when we will be demitting office – at our AGM in May 2015 - our
enthusiasm for serving the Homes as we continue to lead UK Committee
continues unabated. Indeed perhaps it is even tinged with sadness at the
pending handover – although, equally, fresh blood brings fresh ideas, which
are to be welcomed! Both of us will be continuing as Trustees of the
Committee so will not be severing the connection.
As always I would like to record my appreciation of the support given by all
our Trustees throughout what has been quite a difficult year of concern and
change and I know that they will continue to provide that same support to
our fellow Trustee and now Chairman-designate, James MacHardy, when he
takes on this challenging but rewarding role.
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SPONSORSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
James Simpson
I am delighted to report a landmark decision has been taken by UK
Committee in collaboration with the Board of Management! It has been
agreed that a Head of Sponsorship will be appointed to the staff of the
Homes in Kalimpong!
This is a most significant step forward and is something that we are
convinced will go a very long way towards improving the lot of the sponsored
child, not to say the Homes as a whole. Moreover, it is also accepted that we
are talking about an appointment at a level comparable with that of senior
master, one who will report concurrently to the Principal in Kalimpong and to
the Sponsorship Secretary in UK. This gives us great hope that the everpresent issue of marginalisation of some of our children will be reduced, if
not eliminated, through the appointment of a champion for sponsored
children. Academic supervision, matters of discipline together with welfare
in cottage and on campus will also come within the responsibility of this new
post. A giant leap forward for sponsorship management!
Our time spent recently in Kolkata gave us the chance to meet personally
with Mr Reginald Sharma, appointed early this year by UK Committee as
Student Studies Supervisor. His presence is already making a difference to
the conduct of our college students who sometimes fail to grasp the concept
of their new-found responsibility - to organise their own lives for themselves.
Tuition is now given to students having difficulties with particular subjects
and issues of health, welfare and even finances are also more under control
now than before. We are now supporting some 31 college students in
Kolkata as well as four who are studying in other parts of India.
In Kalimpong the campus is beginning to get to grips with the effect of new
guidelines laid down in the recent Right to Education Act. “Rights” cover
both those of teachers and of pupils alike but sadly does not address how the
former should deal with the latter when perceived rights are used to
undermine authority through increased indiscipline. I addressed all of the
older sponsored children en masse in Jarvie Hall whilst we were at the
Homes, once again explaining to them what was really meant by sponsorship
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and how that can involve considerable sacrifice on the part of those
struggling to continue with their support. Hopefully this message of respect
has got through – but it is a message that begs frequent repetition!
The number of pupils we look after, thanks to the loyal support of our
sponsors, remains around the 220 mark. This includes the 20 or so children
who were part of the 2014 new Intake, all of whom are thriving. We are
realising however, that, with the more searching parameters we have set for
assessing potential entrants, our new children may be coming to us with
personal issues that are more difficult to deal with than before. So now we
are addressing an increased need to engage learning support teachers and
school counsellors to look after such children.
No Sponsorship Secretary’s Report is complete without an appeal for more
Sponsors and Correspondents! I don’t need to explain why we need this
additional support other than to say that the more sponsors we can recruit
the more children we can take on - and the more our vital contribution to the
income of The Homes increases. The present capacity of both Homes and
School is such that more children can be readily absorbed without too great
an increase in the resources already provided on the campus for the
moment. All offers will be gratefully received!
TREASURER’S REPORT to 31 October 2014

Jim Gibson
Kalimpong at last!
I was delighted to visit Kalimpong in November with Jim
and Pat Simpson, where I was able to savour the unique
atmosphere of the Homes, meet teachers, house parents,
accounts and administrative staff, and also the children
whom Maida and I sponsor. This visit, along with my time
at last year’s International Conference in Kolkata, has enabled me to forge
good relationships with Homes’ staff and members of the Board of
Management and I look forward to continuing to work with them for the
good of our sponsored children.
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Maida and I have greatly enjoyed the contact with our supporters, which
goes with the job of Treasurer. It has been good to meet people at our AGM
and the London Curry Lunch. The strong commitment and generosity of so
many people to the work of the Homes never fails to impress us.
Accounts remain in health
Our income for the 9 months to 31 October 2014 is £251,000, consisting of:






Donations plus tax recovery - £65,000
Income from sponsorship - £122,000
Fundraising events - £40,000
Legacies - £1,000
Investment income - £23,000

Our expenditure for the period has been £208,000. The exchange rate is
favourable and we have sent £190,000 towards our commitment of £250,000
for the year. We expect to end the year with a surplus of around £10,000.
Fundraising events include: coffee mornings, sales of Indian goods, donations
from school concerts and students’ charity events. The major fundraising
venture has been last February’s K2K (Kathmandu to Kalimpong) Bike Ride,
through which 13 intrepid riders raised £31,000 which will go directly to
sponsor children at the Homes. We are most grateful to everyone who has
contributed to this grand total.
Earthquake Fund - moving towards a conclusion
The balance in the Earthquake Fund was £66,000 at 31 January 2014. Work is
now in hand to refurbish Scottish Canadian, Woodburn, Heathland, Grant
and Calcutta cottages and Wales Lodge, as well as extensive work to both the
School and Main Offices at an expected cost of £45,000 and we are
consulting with the Homes as to how to spend the balance of the Fund.
Strength in depth
Our reserves at 31 October 2014 are £1,005,000, of which £650,000 is for
restricted purposes. Two thirds of our funds are held in investments, with
the remainder in cash deposits.
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Investments
Barrie Sayers has stepped down from his role of investment manager; he
leaves the portfolio in excellent good shape and I thank him most warmly for
his stewardship and wise counsel on the investment front in recent years.
The value of our portfolio at 30 November 2014 was £700,000; it is of good
quality and well diversified.
I have agreed to take over the responsibility for investment management,
doing so in conjunction with our stockbrokers, Killik & Co, and our investment
committee consisting of Ken Hammond, Caroline Eckersley and myself. Our
policy for a balance income and capital growth and we have made modest
adjustments to the portfolio following our stockbroker’s advice.
Prospects for 2015
The political situation in India is volatile. Inflationary pressures continue to
affect the Indian economy and these will inevitably affect the funds which we
are required to send to India. We do not, however, expect to pass on any
increase in Homes’ costs to our sponsors in 2015 as, despite the ongoing UK
economic challenges, our income has held up well ……
…… but then on 1 February 2015 the clock starts again with a new
accounting year and we will once more depend on the continued goodwill of
our supporters to balance the books for another year to January 2016!
COMMITTEE NEWS
Anne Hoggan
Our meetings this year were spread between Edinburgh,
Glasgow and London. The latter was held at Crown Court
towards the end of October when a number of guests
who are supporters or Friends of the Homes were able to
join us for lunch. Earlier that month, when meeting in
Edinburgh, we were particularly pleased to welcome the
prospective new CEO for the Homes, Dr. John Abraham, who was
accompanied by his wife, and were making a personal visit to the UK but took
time out to meet and talk with the Trustees.
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The work focus this year has been on implementing the 2014 stage of the
Business Plan. This has included submitting an application to the Church of
Scotland Guild Partnership Programme (which regrettably was not successful
on this occasion), finalising the Constitution and liaising with the Office of the
Scottish Charities Registrar as well as working in conjunction with the Kolkata
Board of Management to support the appointment of a Head of Sponsorship
in India. At their May meeting, the Trustees were presented with a seminar
by their legal advisor, John Hodge, who spoke about Trustees’ legal duties.
Ben Millinchip spent his gap year at the Homes. He is now a Sponsor and
enthusiastic supporter of the Homes, was elected a Trustee at the AGM and
was welcomed to his first meeting in October.
Our thanks to the Ministers and Kirk Sessions at each of the venues for the
use of their halls.
NOTICE – AGM DATE for 2015
The UK Committee’s AGM and Social Gathering are being planned for
th
Wednesday, 13 May 2015. The AGM will be held in Edinburgh at a venue that
will be announced nearer to the date.
Following normal AGM business, we are planning to include some personal
accounts/slideshows concerning the Homes. A light lunch will be available. All
Sponsors, Correspondents, Supporters and Friends of Dr. Graham’s Homes,
Kalimpong, are welcome. Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary

Key Committee contacts (all other Committee contacts are available from the Secretary)
Chairman: Jim Simpson, T. 0845 0948839, E. sponsorship@drgrahamshomes.co.uk
Committee Secretary: Anne Hoggan, T. 01334 656992, E. lochmorn@aol.com

IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT VISITS TO DR GRAHAM’S HOMES
To comply with child protection legislation in India, the UK Committee asks that notification
of any proposed visit to the Homes is given to the UK Sponsorship Secretary so that
applications are individually arranged and notified to the Homes before visitors leave the UK.
You are asked to follow this procedure please for all cases.
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EDITORIAL
David Willis
The Kolkata Board of management is faced with many
challenges in trying to address historic issues that
undermine the sustainability of the Homes. Not
surprisingly most have a financial core, although others
are concerned with addressing the range of needs of the
children who attend the school.
Many of the children who meet the welfare criteria for acceptance onto the
sponsorship scheme will struggle to benefit from the academic curriculum
which the school offers. The person who fills the newly created post of Head
of Sponsorship, and who is to be based at the Homes, will have a wide
responsibility to ensure that the sponsored children are not just well looked
after in terms of being fed and homed but that they will also have their
individual level of ability and talent catered for in the schools’ curriculum.
It is not acceptable for any child to leave the Homes and not to have had
access to opportunities that will ensure as an adult they could have a fulfilled
and dignified life. Of course, that aspiration is a two sided “bargain” because
a child must also be able and willing to take advantage of what is on offer in
the curriculum, which is why the provision of vocational training as an
alternative to more formal academic study must be endorsed by the school
and be properly supported. In addition appropriate selection screening must
be followed to ensure that over the years each child and his or her sponsor
will have a satisfying and rewarding experience of Dr. Graham’s Homes.
Inevitably, there is a cost with this approach and the Board of Management is
already grappling with mastering the school’s poor financial situation. A
proposal to establish a college that might generate a profitable fee income is
one solution that is being promoted by the Board. Whilst the pursuit of any
attempt to resolve the financial pressures on the Homes is entirely a matter
for the Board, the UK Committee must recognise there are serious risks that
flow from some proposals and which could have an adverse impact on the
Homes’ viability. The UK Committee must ensure that proper preparation is
made to address the consequences of all significant risks; after all, there are
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more than 200 UK sponsored children who will be affected if the Board’s
management fails to deliver a sound outcome to the current problems.
There is a scouting troupe at the Homes and in true Baden-Powell tradition
their motto is, “be prepared”. This has to be a self-evident truth for any good
manager of resources or people. So for all those who manage the Homes or
support the children who go there: este paratus.

NEWS FROM THE UK
Dr. John Abraham – DGH Chief Executive Designate
At the October Trustees’ meeting
Chairman
Jim
Simpson,
introduced Dr. John Abraham
and his wife, Minnie, - in the UK
on a private visit from their home
in Kolkata - and invited him to
share his impressions of the
Homes following his visit there at
the May Fair. Dr. Abraham, now
Rector of Scottish Church College
Dr. Abraham and his wife, Minnie
following his retiral after 12 years
as Principal there, is considering
an invitation from the Kolkata Board to head up the Homes as CEO. We in
the UK are earnestly hoping that Dr. Abraham will take on this new challenge
and are looking to the Bishop of Kolkata to allow John to take over at the
Homes not too far into 2015! Jim Simpson

AGM May 2014
At this year’s AGM, Members elected Ben Millinchip as a new Trustee. In
addition the following Trustees were re-elected for a further 3 year term of
office: Jane Burniston, Aileen Fraser, Ken Hammond, Jan Mathieson, David
Willis, Jim Simpson and Barrie Sayers. The last two Trustees were also
supported by Members to continue as Chairman and Vice-Chairman
respectively until May 2015.
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Following other formal business there were presentations by James
MacHardy on the Bengal Bike Ride 2014 (this was covered in depth in the
Mid-Year Newsletter 2014) and by Jim Simpson on the International
Conference that had been hosted by the Kolkata Board of Management in
November 2013. The Conference topics included: management strategy,
finances, communications, college students, vocational teaching, earthquake
repairs and a new role for a global OGB network. David Willis

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Friends of Kalimpong – Hatfield Heath, Herts.
Coffee Morning
June 26th. 2014 was the date of
the 'Hatfield Heath Friends of
Kalimpong' Coffee Morning and
we were very fortunate with the
weather, bright sunny and at
times probably too hot a day.
This was a first for Hatfield
Heath and a first for my house
although many people in the
village had heard about the
Homes through Bike Bengal
presentations.

Aerial view as the first guests arrive.
[Looks good enough for a TV gardening
programme? Someone must work hard]

We had a very willing group of
helpers both on the day and on the
day before to get tables and chairs
organised.
The ladies did an
excellent job in setting out the
tables with all the necessary
crockery
and
this
was
complemented with scones and
cake in plenty.
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The first guests arrived about 10.30 and very soon the place became crowded
with about 55 guests overall. There was a selection of reading material about
Dr. Graham and the Homes which seemed to create a lot of interest.
Several guests knew about the Homes and one had worked at the Homes
while another had an Aunt who had been a House Mother.
Having set up a craft stall, a Dr. Graham cards and note-lets stall and a raffle
table, we made £566 which was very good considering this was a first for the
area and is sufficient to encourage us to try again next year. James MacHardy

Kalimpong Koffee morning on Arran
The Arran Friends of Kalimpong held
another successful Koffee morning in
Corrie Village Hall, Arran on
Saturday, 24th May.
Janice had her Bric-a-brac stall; we
had baking to sell and a very large
raffle. There was a great turn out
once again from local friends and
visitors to this annual event. The
Honorary Vice-President of the UK
Committee, the Revd. John Webster,
was present and thanked those
present.
The cakes and biscuits looked
delicious and must have taken
some a while to land a choice!

The grand sum of £800 was
made, and thanks goes to all
who were involved in organising
and helping out on the day.
John Webster
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Curry Supper and Auction 2015
The Rev’d John Webster will be holding another supper and auction in
Edinburgh in the evening after the AGM on 13th May 2015. Enquiries about
tickets and donations to this event can be made to either:
John Webster
T: 01770 700747, E johngwebster@talktalk.net, or
James MacHardy T: 01279 730711, E: jamesmachardy@yahoo.com.

London Curry Lunch 2014
It was a particularly successful event this year with 180 people attending and
raising just short of £7,000. As usual it took place at St. Columba's Church of
Scotland, Pont Street, London SW1.
Before sitting down to a delicious curry
provided by the Munal Tandoori, a
Nepalese Restaurant, diners were able to
shop at various stalls and chat with their
friends whilst sipping a drink and
consuming delicious canapés handed
round by Mr. Rana and his team.
The stalls were selling a variety of Indian
products including clothes and jewellery
and chutney and spice packs not
forgetting our own Christmas cards. For
the first time, for a very long time, we
had
a supply of tea for sale and for this
A welcome drink on arrival
we are very grateful to Keith MacKay,
who sponsors twin boys at the Homes, for the very generous donation of a
particularly special brand, grown at the MiM Tea Estate in Darjeeling. The
tea provided was a very rare hand-rolled whole leaf second flush Darjeeling
tea specially produced for Keith Mackay's Company, Duncan Fine Foods.
We are particularly fortunate to be able to hold the Curry Lunch at St
Columba's and the Reverend Angus MacLeod gave us a warm welcome. He
read us a letter from his sister who recently visited Kalimpong for the first
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time, and she had obviously been thrilled by her visit to Dr Graham's Homes
where she had been looked after well. Jim Simpson, the Chairman of the UK
Committee and Sponsorship Secretary, also gave us the latest news from the
school. He and his wife and Jim Gibson, the UK Treasurer, were setting off
the following day to visit the school and meet members of the Board of
Management in Kolkata.
The committee organising the Lunch, were particularly pleased to see so
many new faces attending this year and there were some wonderful
reunions! Our only sadness was that our Chairman, Sarah Clifton Brown, was
unable to attend the Lunch as she was taken ill two days before. Thankfully,
though, she is now well again. Fiona Cranston

Indian Sales
Tina Dennis and Caroline Eckersley appear to have been touring the far south
of the UK recently, having held sales in Chichester last month which raised
£400, the London Curry Lunch which brought in £1,000 and another £1,000
from an “overseas” sale on the Isle of Wight. The sale at their home territory,
the Cotswold Wildlife Park, was linked with a lunch which together raised yet
another £1,000. In between, as Tina put it, “we sold various bits and bobs to
friends”.
All in all a really commendable result, although the effort of sourcing goods,
getting to the various venues, setting up shop and packing up at the end of
the day and travelling home again cannot be underestimated. Tina and
Caroline are quite experienced, though, as for many years they have been
using the money that they raise to support the Girl’s Hostel that is now based
at the Birkmyre but which they originally established in Elliot Road, Kolkata.
Tina said they would be very happy to consider any other fund-raising event
if the organiser thought there might be interest in having their stall; just get
in touch with Tina or Caroline or if you do not know how to then the
Committee Secretary will be pleased to make the initial contact for you.
Their normal stock range includes bedspreads, tablecloths and other textiles,
jewellery and unusual decorative items all sourced personally from India,
Nepal, Bhutan and (now) Burma. David Willis
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NEWS FROM THE HOMES
Appointment of Superintendent
Col. (Retired) Prakash Chandra Thapa had his early
education at Dow Hill School and Victoria Boys
School, Kurseong where he completed his ISC in
1969. Thereafter, he graduated from Darjeeling
Government College with a BSc. (Hons) in 1973. He
completed a MSc. at Nth Bengal University in 1974.
He was commissioned into the Defence Services as
an Infantry Officer in 1976. During his 36 years in the Army he held
command and staff appointments, including the command of an Infantry
Battalion. He attended the Defence Services Staff College at Wellington,
Tamil Nadu and obtained a second MSc at the University of Madras. He
retired from the Army in 2011; but retirement was relatively short-lived as he
was appointed Superintendent of DGH school in April 2014.

Appointment of Head of Administration
Col. (Retired) Ashok Kumar Gogoi is an alumnus of
the National Defence Academy and was
commissioned into the Indian Army as a 2nd Lt. in
1976, joining the 19th Battalion of the Maratha Light
Infantry Regiment at Dehradun. Born at Jorhat in
Assam, he completed his schooling from Sainik
School Goalpara in Assam. He served in the Army
for over 35 years in various capacities. He was a
“Boxing Blue” in the National Defence Academy and
the Indian Military Academy, played Basketball up to Division Level in the
Army and scaled Momotsong Kangri at 24,480 ft.
He was awarded the Army’s Staff Commendation Card for dedicated service
while attached to “Operation Meghdoot”. He served with the Defence
Metallurgical Research Laboratory at Hyderabad and the Centre for Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics at Bangalore before retiring from the Army and
joining DGH in June 2014.
16

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

Proposed college at the Homes
The Kolkata Board of Management recently approved the development of a
college on the Homes’ campus and are hoping to appoint Dr. John Abraham
to fill the key role of Chief Executive to ensure the college is up and running
for the 2015-16 academic year. As well as being the future College Principal,
Dr. Abraham would be responsible for the administration of the school; he is
currently involved in recruiting a replacement for Mrs Hilda Peacock, who
recently retired as Principal of the school.
Dr. Abraham acknowledged the current challenges that face the Homes and
believes that substantial improvements are needed including the presence of
strong local leadership and administration. He feels the future integration of
the school and new college should benefit the longer term viability of the
Homes. Dr. Abraham faced similar challenges at the Scottish College
Churches where he was involved in its turnaround following his appointment
in 2002 as its Principal.

School Events and Activities
Teaching staff changes:- Mrs. Savitri Gupta joined the teaching faculty to
teach Hindi in the Kindergarten & Junior section and Mrs. Mazumdar,
teaching Bengali joined the Senior Section. Mrs. Ameeta Pradhan from
Kindergarten came up to the Junior Section. Miss Jemima Sutherland from
the Junior section came up to the Senior Section for English.
There was a full programme of inter-school and inter-cottage sporting events
plus other competitions such as spelling, debating and singing and, of course,
the junior and senior school plays. As a taste only: Hart came 1st in the intercottage athletics; Elliott was 1st in singing as well as in Harriers - on the girls
side, whereas Calcutta won Harriers in the senior category.
Final exams were held from 24th November until 4th December. The
Kindergarten Christmas Party was held on 3rd December, followed by the
school’s Carol Service at 4.30pm the same day. This marks the end of the
school year and the start of the winter holidays. The school will re-open in
the second week of February 2015. Ruth Glashan, Kalimpong Sponsor Office
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FEATURES
Earthquake Appeal Final Update
On Sunday, 18th September 2011 just as the school settled down to evening
supper the area was hit by a devastating earthquake that registered 6.8 on
the Richter Scale.
Fortunately, due to the timing and activities, no children or staff were injured
but many school buildings and cottages were severely damaged and needed
urgent repairs to make them safe for their normal purpose.
Eye Witness – Abishek Das – Class 11B
“I was in the dining room going to say prayers. Everyone ran out. The
lights went out. Ground was shaking. I was feeling sick”
Eye Witness – Natasha Gomez – Class X11 – Prefect
“I was scared, terrified, shocked! We were all praying. One girl was in
shock – couldn't speak. We were worried about the young ones.”
Jim Simpson, UK Committee Sponsorship Secretary happened to be visiting
the Homes at the time of the Earthquake and gave a very concise summary:
“The tremors radiating out from the epicentre at Mangam in Sikkim
were at relatively shallow depth so shook the hilltops in particular imagine shaking an upturned jelly on a plate; same sort of effect! As a
result, buildings set along the ridge where the Homes lie were all
severely shaken – the Hospital, the Chapel, the school and some
cottages – whilst those further down the slopes were more protected.
Our original buildings, some now over a hundred years old, are built
with local materials, the walls being primarily of a semi random
masonry construction with lime mortar as the primary bonding matrix.
The almost permanently damp climate coupled with the torrential rains
of the annual monsoon (2011 was particularly bad and, unusually, the
monsoon was still very much in evidence throughout September)
causes lime mortar to deteriorate and lose strength. The combined
effect of shaking walls and bouncing roof frames dislodges wall-head
18
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masonry, with plaster - a very heavy material – falling away; the
combined cascade of rubble easily breaks beds and bodies. The newer
concrete-framed buildings withstood the tremors better. This was a
godsend to the recovery operation as they offered safe havens by
providing secure accommodation, cook houses and bases for continuing
classes for senior pupils.”
Five cottages were severely
damaged (shown here is
Calcutta Cottage), five were
not quite so badly damaged,
whilst a further eight or nine
suffered to a lesser degree
and were readily repairable.
The remaining three, being
concrete structures were
virtually unharmed.
The Steel Memorial Centre (SMC) was very badly damaged and Lucia King and
the Junior School were also substantially damaged. The Katherine Graham
Memorial Chapel, the iconic centre piece of the school, suffered severe
structural damage and subsequent water ingress.
The month after the earthquake, at the October London Curry Lunch, the UK
Committee launched an appeal for funds to assist in the restoration work
Friends of Kalimpong, Supporters, OGB's, Churches and many others
contributed handsomely to the total sum of £121,000. This included £18,000
from Just Giving donations and £33,099 from the February 2012 'Bike Bengal
Cycle Run' from Kolkata to Kalimpong.
The fund was finally closed on May 14th 2014 at the UK Committee Annual
General Meeting that was held in Glasgow.
In Kolkata, the Homes’ Board of Management, working with the School
Management, set out and costed a five phase plan for refurbishment:
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Phase I - Immediate alterations to dining rooms for classes and
dormitories to accommodate children after the Puja Holiday;
Phase II - Repairs to classrooms, Junior School, Jarvie Hall and rooms 21
and 28 and simultaneously undertake work on MacGregor,
Mansfield, Birissa, Laidlaw, Hart Heathland and Wiston
Cottages;
Phase III - Staff residences and Graham House;
Phase IV to V - General school area, school offices, Chapel and the fire
services building.
The first four phases are complete; the fifth is partially complete with the
exception of the Chapel.
The UK Committee sent £24,000 from the Earthquake Fund in May 2012 to
partially fund Phase I and II

The damage to the Chapel is extensive
and restoration work on the Chapel has
been taken over by West Bengal Heritage
Commission, raising its future status to
that of a listed building. Some preliminary design and planning work has
been carried out by WBHC. Damage caused by water ingress has been
brought under control and was paid for by the UK Appeal Fund. The structure
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is showing signs of distress: cracks at arch heads, the west façade leaning
somewhat as well as a nasty crack between the steeple and the main
building.
In November 2012 representatives of the UK Committee inspected the Steel
Memorial Centre (SMC). Again the damage was extensive and there had
been only limited repair work undertaken since the Earthquake. To allow
continuance of medical services, Jubilee House was commissioned as a
temporary sanatorium.
There was a choice to be
made: either demolish
and build a purpose
designed
modern
sanatorium to meet the
day to day requirements
of the Homes or repair the
existing building retaining
the floor plan and reestablish the rooms as
before. Ironically money
had been donated by Kelso Friends of Kalimpong in 2010 for a refurbishment
of the SMC which had been completed just before the earthquake!
Working with the Board of Management, the UK Committee decided to fund
a complete refurbishment of the damaged building. This was undertaken by
local builders and was completed on time and within budget. The UK
Committee forwarded £16,000 in June 2013 and then the balance of £15,000
in November 2013. The building was reopened for use in March 2014.
At the end of January 2014 the Earthquake Appeal balance stood at £66,000.
Your Committee advised the Kolkata Board of Management of this situation
and asked them to prepare a list of refurbishment items that would enhance
the quality of the Cottages and general well-being of the Homes’ residents.
The Management team came back with a list and work has started to:
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 refurbish various cottages (Grant, Scottish Canadian, Heathland, Elliott,
Woodburn, Wales Lodge and Calcutta),
 refurbish the School Office, and
 make the Katherine Graham Chapel watertight until such time as
permanent repairs are undertaken by Indian Heritage.
The Earthquake Fund is now closed and all the monies have been well spent
on value-adding improvements to the accommodation, utilities and
administration areas of the Homes.
Donations came from many generous and varied donors, some of whom
undertook specific fund-raising activities. One cyclist peddled from John O'
Groats to Lands End, whilst another cycled across the United States. The
Bengal Bikers, who cycled from Kolkata to Kalimpong in February 2012,
donated all their sponsorship money to the Earthquake Appeal. One donor
ran in the Edinburgh Marathon. Several Scottish Church's gave generously
and other donations were received through legacies. The Ghurkha Welfare
Trust gave a substantial donation as did several people with Indian or
Nepalese connections.
The Trustees of the UK Committee would like to thank everyone who so
generously donated money and who undertook sponsored activities in
support of this worthy cause. James MacHardy, Appeal Convenor
Air, David
Armitage, J W & W D
Baines, Priscilla
Barnard, Michael
Battye, R A
Black, Alexander B
Bosomworth, M
Broomlands School, Kelso
Burniston, Jane
Cassie, Vera
Chapman, Henry & Helen
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Aitken, Eona
Bain, A
Bald, D & E
Barr, J W
Beacher, Nola
Boal, M R
Boyall, Doris
Brown, Rita
Cant, E & S
Cawdor Parish Church
Chapman-Mortimer, S

Anthony, A S
Baines, Catherine
Barber, S
Barratt, Oliver & Victoria
Bell, R
Boghall Parish Church
Brettell, D
Bullen, P
Cardross Parish Church
Central Church, Swindon
Charteris, A D
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Charteris, John
Christie, Duncan
Churchill, A M
Cohen, J
Constantine, Selah
Corbett
Crawford, Margaret
Cuthbert, N J
Davies, W C
Dickinson, Sarah
Dudgeon, R S
Dunn, Frank
Evans, Douglas
Fielding, P
Fish, G
Fraser, Aileen
Furtado, J & R
Gibson, Guy
Gore, Christine
Grant, I
Hammond, Ken
Harrison, C D
Hewitt, P J
Hodges, Jim
Horne, J H M & S
Hutchinson, Moira
JAS Subsea Eng. Ltd.
Keir, Alison
Kent, J V
Kilmory Parish Church
Lepper, B H
Lumley, Joanna
MacHardy, James
MacPherson, R A
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Christ Church with St
Ewan & St Georges
Christie, J M
Clements, A
Colquhoun, Ann
Coombs, J S
Cotswold Wildlife Park Ltd
Cubie, J
Davenport, Eleanor
Davis
Donald, S I
Duncan, A W
Eckersley, Patricia
Fegredo, J B & Y G
Finlay, Christine
Fletcher, Donald
Fraser, M K
Galloway, Brian & Morag
Glendoune Charitable
Trust
Gorkha Fund
Gray, Willie
Hardie, Pat
Henderson, Mark
Heyworth, S
Hodgson, C M C & J
Horrocks, F C
Illingworth, S C
Johnson, I & M
Kelly, A
Kerr Fund
Lees, Anita M
Leslie
Mabel Harper Charitable
Trust
Mackay, J J
Maddocks, J E

Christian
Churcher Mark
Coffey, Y C
Connaughton, Jennie
Cooper, Lawrence
Cranch, C
Cunningham, Karen
Davidson, J
Dennis, Tina
Donnan, Ann
Dunn, F
Edinburgh Pentland
Tangent
Fetteresso Parish Church
Finlay, C M
Forbes, J
Fraser, Vanda
Ganarew Parish Church
Gordon, Jonathan
Graham, J F O
Griffiths, Anne
Harnett, Michelle
Henry, Simon
Hodges, H J & J V
Horne, Hugh & Sheila
Hutchinson, E M
Iona Community
Kalimpong Association
Kent, Jane
Kilgour, Eston
Lees, Michael
Lockie, Catherine
MacCourt, Colm
Macleod, J D & E C
Mariott, R W
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Martin, A J
Maybury, J
McGraw, R J
McNab, S A
Minto, A
Morris, T
Munro, Donald H
Neilson, J
Page, Joan A
Portobello UF Church
Purtill, Vince
Ritchie, C A
Robertson, Andrew O
Scott-Barrett, Charlotte
Shepherd, Colin
Sinclair, N T
Smith, L J

Martin, Jean
McDonald, T
McHattie, M H
Myers, Desmond
Miralles, Francesca
Morton, Helen
Munro, J
New Wellynd Church
Peacock, R
Pringle, A
Queen Street Church
Aberdeen
Ritchie, E
Robins, C
Shakespeare, H J & J N
Sinclair, A B
Small, Janice
Soutar, E

Stanistreet, Allan
Steven
Strong, C
Teviot & Roberton Church
Thomson, Margaret
Ventre, Ian & Jennifer
Walker, Richard

Steel, Nancy C
Stonehaven Church
Strong, F
The Dove Trust
Tinto, R G
Waghorn, Yvette
Water Lane UR Church

Wicks, Elizabeth
Wilson, M
Woodham, Charles

Williams, G K G
Wilson Memorial Church
Woodham, C G
Worth, Sheila

Mayan
McGowan
McNab, C
Millinchip, A, J & B
Morgan, David
Muir, Alan
Munro, James & Isobel
Oei, Nicola
Peters, D
Purtill, Margaretta
Ramsay, Elizabeth
Ritchie, Joanna
Ross, Lorraine
Shenton, C N
Sinclair, H M
Smith, K E
St. Mary’s Church,
Kirriemuir
Stephens, Alison
Stover, E
Symonds, I E
Thomson, Freda
Tordoff, Brian
Walker, H E
Wendy Grant Memorial
Fund
Williams, Ann
Wood, D R
Wooley, R

If anyone who donated is not recorded above then please accept the Trustees’
apologies as any such omission is unintentional. Where donors undertook sponsored
events, such as Bike Bengal 2012, only the name of the event participator has been
included as it is impractical to collate the names of all their individual sponsors but
the Trustees nevertheless gratefully acknowledge these contributions to the Appeal
Fund. Although some donations were received anonymously, the Trustees would like
to take this opportunity to record their thanks for the contributions in the hope that
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these words might be read by the donors. Finally, apologies for some entries only
comprising a surname with no first name or initials – our record is incomplete. Editor

Goldilocks reaches the Himalayas!
I guess that once you've been to the
Homes a little piece of your heart is
always on that hill above Kalimpong!
That was certainly true for us and
nothing would have stopped us from
making our second 5,000 mile journey
from Cheshire during my October half
term holiday.
The reasons for our journey were
twofold - firstly to see our wonderful
sponsored girl, Sophia, and secondly
to spend time in Betsy Francis'
meticulously-run
kindergarten,
teaching a musical version of
Goldilocks to each delightfully
enthusiastic class in preparation for a
Jane and Andrew Millinchip with
massed performance at the end of the
Sophia and her brother Kenneth
week. The songs echoed around the
building as we moved from classroom
to classroom teaching each group the words and energetic actions - I think
Jane must have lost quite a few pounds leaping around (which made up for
the generous meals at the Silver Oaks!).
But there were many other highlights which made our visit memorable.
Firstly, my wife Jane, recently ordained as a deacon in the Church of England,
had the privilege of preaching at the Sunday service in the Jarvie Hall (there is
such a palpable longing for the restoration of the chapel at the heart of the
Homes community). She spoke of the worldwide church and "the voice of
prayer" being "never silent".
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Secondly, I was delighted to help the music
teacher, Raja Joses, as he prepared pupils for
Associated Board music exams - how amazing
to think of students at DGH preparing the
same violin exam pieces as my own pupils
back home, but what a challenge they face in
sharing instruments for practice!

Dorjee Tamang - violinist

Thirdly, it was a joy to join the school chaplain,
Henry Simon, and the boys of Murray Cottage,
for a time of Christian fellowship in the
gathering dusk on Thursday evening. Their
enthusiastic
singing
and
prayerful
commitment was so moving.

Another highlight was taking Sophia and her brother clothes-shopping and
then to tea to celebrate her 14th birthday. Her father had made the arduous
journey from central India and it was great to meet him at last.
But finally Friday morning arrived and it was time to perform the musical.
Two hundred Kindergarten pupils gathered
on the steps of the schoolyard in the
sparkling Himalayan morning and sang their
hearts out. And we had to perform the show
twice to give a chance for all the members of
our Year Two double cast to perform! But
nothing prepared us for the 56 Khatas
(ceremonial scarves) which were draped
round our necks by the children and the
dozens of beautiful thank-you cards which
they had made for us.
The worst thing about visiting the Homes is
the moment you have to leave, and
especially saying goodbye to your sponsored
child when you know you won't see her for a
26
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whole year, but I encourage anyone who can to make the journey - it will
change your life! Andrew and Jane Millinchip
A First Visit to Dr Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong, 7th October, 2014
On our recent trip to India we stayed at the Glenburn tea estate about 40km
from Kalimpong and visited Dr Graham’s homes. We had been told that
there were no classes that day as it was still part of the Deshera holidays and
most of the students would not be there but it was still worth coming over as
a numbers of ‘sponsored’ children would be there as either it was too far for
them to travel home or they had nowhere to visit.
After a very bumpy ride (the roads in this area are something to behold) we
arrived about 30 minutes late and were met at the gates by three girls who
had been assigned to meet and greet us. We were taken to see delightful
sponsorship secretary, Ruth Glashan, who warmly welcomed us with
refreshments and introduced us to two of the boys who are sponsored by the
Koi Hais, Andrew Thapa (aged 11) and Cyrus Pereira (aged 10). Cyrus; the
more shy of the two had put on his uniform specially, while Andrew had been
too excited to have his lunch! They were happy to talk about their interest in
football and cricket! Andrew supports Brazil and his favourite cricketer is
Tendulkar; Cyrus supports England and his favourite cricket star is Dhoni.
They had both been
watching a lot of television
over the holiday and
playing games.
We asked the girls, who
were older, what they
wanted to do as a career
and were really impressed
with their aspirations – one
of them wanting to be an
investment banker and
another
was
really
Andrew and Cyrus – casual and smart
interested in Indian history.
We were then given a guided tour of the school and some of the boarding
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houses. In Assam House the boys were watching Spiderman 2 and had
pictures on the wall of Jesus and Elvis! In Calcutta House some boys were
watching a Bollywood film while others were playing football outside. We
met some delightful house-parents too. Couples run the boys' houses while
two “aunties” run the girls'. We paid a visit to Ruth's old house, Elliot House,
where the dormitories were full of huge teddy bears and the place was
generally tidier and smelt fresher than the boys'! On the stairs was a sign
saying, 'Never, never, never give up!' (shades of Robert the Bruce?). Ruth has
a great rapport with the sponsored children.
Five girls and their Auntie Rosna made us chai and we sat around their dining
table. They were shy at first but when one of them admitted to wanting to
be a singer, we were soon talking about X Factor and our nice guide, Ranjan
from the tea garden, got out his mobile and showed them him singing with
his band. He recommended that they learned an instrument too. The girls of
Elliot House had recently won the inter-house play competition and had
written their own play about Child Marriage.
Sadly the chapel was out of commission because of earthquake damage.
There was an open-air swimming pool which to our delight was named after
a benefactor Sir Charles MacLeod, though it wasn't in use while we were
there. The highlight of the tour was however visiting the nursery where
there were about 25 children playing happily in the playground. Their
building was spotlessly clean with all the dormitories and cots (though old)
brightly painted in different colours. The classroom was adorned with
pictures and pieces of work, and the children were smiling, noisy and playful
– not shy at all! Their zest for life and harmony with each other is all the
more remarkable as most of them come from traumatic backgrounds or the
streets of Calcutta.
Along with a team of nursery nurses, who are being trained at the school, the
children then performed a couple of songs for us with actions – the second
one was about telephoning Jesus. “We have taught the Minister this and are
sure, if asked nicely, he will sing this for you”, we were told. It was a lovely
way to finish out visit and we were humming the tune all the way back to
Glenburn!! Janet and Graeme McLeod Potter
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The story of Hugh John Minahan – a student of Dr Graham’s Homes
and School from 1925-1935
Early in the morning of 23rd February 1925 a 7 year old boy waited on the
Howrah station platform with his grandmother for the train to take him to
Kalimpong. Hughie Minahan, an orphan, was about to start his new life at St.
Andrew’s Colonial School (later Dr. Graham’s Homes).
This was almost all I knew about my father, his family and his life before 1945
when he met and married my mother, Ira Aranha, in Madras while he was in
the British Indian Army. Two years ago I set out to try to fill in the gaps. We
tried using a genealogist but the British records came up with almost a
complete blank. We went back to Calcutta last year but trawling through
Church records and searching cemeteries yielded very little apart from a
record in Chandernagore of Hughie’s grandfather’s death and Hughie’s
baptism certificate. However, with the help of the School’s excellent files to
which Ruth Glashan kindly gave us access, we were finally able to piece
together much of the story of Hughie’s life.
Hugh John Minahan was born on the 7th May 1917 in Calcutta and was taken
as a baby by his mother, Constance, to live with her parents, Mr & Mrs
Heron, in Chandernagore. Mrs Heron was Irish. Hughie’s father (also Hugh
Minahan) was Irish too and is recorded on Hughie’s baptism certificate in the
Sacred Heart Church in Chandernagore, then in Mesopotamia. Hugh
Minahan may have died there, or having returned to India probably worked
as a merchant seaman; but Hughie’s father might have been someone else
altogether.
Hughie’s grandfather, Mr Heron, died in 1918 and his grandmother moved to
Calcutta shortly afterwards from Chandernagore to live with Constance and
Hughie while Constance worked as a nurse for various elderly ladies. Sadly,
Hughie’s mother Constance fell seriously ill in late 1924 and, with only his
aged grandmother soon to be sole surviving relative, Constance asked the
School if they would be prepared to take Hughie as a student despite there
being no money available to pay for his fees once she had passed away.
Fortunately for him, the School agreed just before Constance died in late
January 1925. Little Hughie was sent up the Homes in February.
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We are not sure but it seems likely that Hughie’s grandmother, Mrs Heron,
also passed away in 1925 as her only letter to Hughie was sent in March after
which she made no further contact with the School.

Dawn talking with the current House Mother
of Heathland Cottage

Hughie lived in Heathland
Cottage and settled in well
with Miss Coutts and Miss
Humphreys as the house
mothers. He had no-one to
write to so we know only
what his school reports say
about him for this period. He
was a good student and came
second in his class shortly
before he left as well as being
good at sports and popular
with both the other students
and his teachers.

Thanks to the School’s records we discovered, to our surprise, that Hughie
had an older adopted brother at the School called Anthony Minahan.
Anthony’s file had a wealth of letters from Constance and also
correspondence from his natural mother after Constance died. These told us
much about the missing years before Hughie was born but posed as many
questions as answers.
Constance Minahan had been living in Calcutta with a Mr. Weston as
husband and wife when they adopted baby Anthony in 1909. Anthony’s
young mother was a neighbour whose pensioner husband, Mr Gouvia, had
died leaving her without any income so that she could not care for her baby.
In mid-1916, when Anthony was 7 years old, Constance left Mr. Weston,
probably because he had discovered that she was having an affair with a Mr.
Matheson, and returned to live with her mother and father in
Chandernagore. She trained as a nurse and found work in Calcutta as a
live- in carer for wealthy elderly ladies but could not take Anthony with her
so persuaded the Homes to take Anthony as a student in January 1917. His
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natural mother, who had married and had other children, learnt of
Constance’s death and, in 1926, reclaimed Anthony whom she renamed and
looked after until he left India to pursue his career overseas.
In September 1935, just before Hugh was due to take his matriculation
exams, he was offered an opportunity to train as a dental assistant in
Lucknow and make himself a good career as a result. The School arranged
for him to travel to Lucknow but discovered only a few days later that this
offer was not all that it seemed. After much urgent effort Dr Purdie, then the
School Administrator, managed to get Hughie back from Lucknow and by
mid- October had arranged for him to stay in the Birkmyre Hostel in Calcutta
and was helped by the School to pay the hostel fees while he looked for
another job.
Hugh studied to qualify as a draughtsman and, after he passed the first part
of the exams in 1936, succeeded in getting employment at Saxby and Farmer
Ltd. as a trainee mechanical draughtsman earning Rupees 30/ month. By
1937 Hughie had a permanent post in Saxby and Farmer and moved out of
the Hostel. In October 1940 he was conscripted into the Medina Battery of
the Royal Artillery at Barrackpore.
This completed Hugh’s transition from orphaned schoolboy to an
independent adult just as the Home’s founders had planned for such
unfortunate boys struggling to survive in a different and harsher world from
that which we know today.
We know of the story of his life after school because Hughie wrote almost
every month to Dr James Purdie at the School. Dr. Purdie most kindly guided
him through all the challenges he faced as a very young man making his way
on his own in Calcutta. It is impossible to say how much he owed to Dr.
Purdie and Hughie described him as being his real father! Indeed the Homes
had been his only home since his mother died.
Hughie had a successful career in the Army and in 1945, while he was in the
Army and stationed in Madras, he met and married Ira. Two years later in
1947 I was born while my parents were on a posting to Burma. Hughie died
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in 1960 leaving Ira, his widow, who later settled in England where I went to
school and later to university.
My husband, Neil, and I have fortunately been able to sponsor a child at the
school to offer a similar opportunity to another young boy who will be able to
enjoy the wonderful education that the School provides both academically
and for life.
Sadly, there are still many gaps remaining in the story which we would very
much like to fill. We know nothing of the fate of Hugh’s father or of his
family and very little about his mother, Constance, and her family. For the
moment we are stuck unless we can find a new source of information such as
the French records of civil births, marriages and deaths in Chandernagore
(where are they kept now?) and perhaps the Calcutta census from 1922. If
anyone happens to know how to get hold of these records, or if anything in
Hughie’s story strikes a bell in a reader’s memory, then we would of course
be very grateful to hear from them. Dawn Gaskell (ne̒e Minahan)
[Any follow-up from a reader can be passed through the Committee Secretary.]

Launch of Mr Bernard T Brooks’ Book:
“Footprints of the First Hundred Years – The Kalimpong Homes”
[Mr. Brooks was Headmaster at the Homes from 1961 to 1971
and then Principal until his retirement in 1988. Editor]

A private launch took
place at the Homes in
September of this year
of the long-awaited
book penned by Mr
Bernard
Brooks:
“Footprints of The First
Hundred Years – The
Kalimpong Homes”. On
Sunday 16th November a
further event took place
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at the Oxford Book shop in Park Street, Kolkata, this time to launch the book
to the world at large. Jim and I felt so privileged to be personally invited by
the author to be there that we negotiated sufficiently long and hard with
Emirates until in the end they agreed to re-arrange our homebound flight
schedule without surcharge! Clearly this book launch was an important
event in Kolkata!
An audience of almost one hundred - family (including an extended Brooks
“OGB family”), friends and well-wishers - gathered for the occasion and heard
affectionate tributes to Bernard from Homes’ colleagues, Michael Robertson,
Shane Calvert and Gillian Hart. The importance of the launch was further
under-scored by the presence of the British Deputy High Commissioner, Mr
Scott Furssedonn-Wood.

Listening to Mr. Brooks talk about his memories at the book launch.

The event was superbly organised by son and daughter-in-law (“honorary
daughter”), Brinsley and Anita Brooks, with Anita fulfilling with great love her
role as Mistress of Ceremonies. Homes Alumnus, OGB and acknowledged
management guru from Kathmandu, Sujeev Shakya, facilitated the evening
by linking principal speakers and the gathering as a whole. But the highlight
of the evening was surely the address by the author who regaled us with
personal tales of the Homes, the people of the Homes and the events at the
Homes, whetting the appetites of those who had yet to read the book.
That Bernard’s talk ran considerably over time was not unexpected; but it
was also true that on this important occasion no one wished him to bring his
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personal reminiscences to a close! The result of his most effective address
could be seen in the queue to claim a signed copy of “Footprints”, a queue
which surely would have stretched out the door had we not been upstairs!
I know that Bernard has only scratched the surface of his “headmaster’s
desk” that he has opened up for us to read of his memories of the children
and the staff with whom he has engaged over the 30 years of his time as
Headmaster and Principal of Dr Graham’s Homes. Here’s to the next One
Hundred Years!
Afterwards Jim and I
were again privileged
to join Bernard and
some of his OGB
friends for a relaxing
supper at the Waldorf
in Russell Street –
Kolkata of course, not
New York – that’s for
the
next
time!
Patricia Simpson

Launch Pad: Sujeev Shakya, Bernard Brooks,
Anita Brooks, Scott Furssedon-Wood

[Mr Brooks’ book is available from Mrs Margaretta Purtill, President of the UK
Kalimpong Association - margaretta.purtill@sfct.co.uk - at a cost of £10, which
includes packing and postage.]

Global OGB Association Launched
To coincide with the 114th anniversary of the Homes Birthday, the Global
OGB Association (GO), an independent body managed by former students of
Dr Graham's Homes, Kalimpong, was launched. GO is about reconnecting
alumni and having a constructive working relationship with the School’s
administration team, the Kolkata Board of Management and various global
organisations to improve and safeguard the long term future of the Homes.
The Association is open to all former students, teachers, staff and friends of
Dr Graham's Homes. Please visit GO’s website: www.dghogbs.com for more
information. Ken Hammond
34

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

Entrance to Steel Memorial Centre
From this …..…………… to this

Wolseley House
Before ..…. and ..…. after

Jarvie Hall
Buttress
repairs
Refurbished
toilets
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From the archives

The Steel Memorial “Hospital” during the inter-war years

Mr. Brooks at a School Prize-giving in 1984
It would not be possible to have compiled this Newsletter without the involvement of so many people in the
UK and at the Homes. I would like to acknowledge and give my thanks for their enthusiastic help. I have
put a name alongside each specific contribution. I would particularly like to thank James MacHardy and
Ken Hammond for the range of before and after photos of the repairs to the earthquake damage. Editor
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