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Notice of Annual General Meeting for 2016
th

The UK Committee’s AGM is planned for Wednesday, 18 May 2016 at 12 noon.
This will be followed at 1.15pm by the Edinburgh Curry Lunch which is being
organised as a fund-raising event to complement the Curry Lunch that is held in
London each October. Please put the date in your diary.
The venue for both events will be the Royal Overseas League Club,
100 Princes Street, Edinburgh EH2 3AB.
Next year’s AGM will be open to all friends and supporters of Dr. Graham’s
Homes, without charge, as in the past. Tickets for the Curry Lunch will be
available to friends and supporters as well as their guests. Further details,
including ticket prices for the Edinburgh Curry Lunch, will be available at a later
date. We look forward to welcoming you. Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary

Important Information about Visits to Dr. Graham’s Homes
To comply with child protection legislation in India, the UK Committee asks that
notification of any visit to the Homes is given to the UK Sponsorship Secretary before
visitors leave the UK so the Homes management can make appropriate reception
arrangements You are asked to follow this procedure please for all cases.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
James A. MacHardy
At last May’s AGM I took over from Jim Simpson as your
Chairman, at the same time Aileen Fraser became my
Deputy replacing Barrie Sayers. In Jim and Barrie we had
an excellent team that has steered us successfully
through not particularly calm waters with the changes in
the Homes hierarchy and also the 2011 earthquake.
Jim Simpson is of course, remaining as Sponsorship Secretary and the
principal contact on all matters relating to the sponsor / pupil relationship.
Barrie Sayers decided to retire after the AGM and we thank him for his
dedication and wise council during his time as a Trustee.
I would like to record my sincere thanks to Jim for all the work he has done
and hours spent as Chairman, I hope that I can continue with the same
fortitude and dedication displayed by Jim.
To prepare myself for this role I went to Kolkata and Kalimpong in March this
year and met with the Board of Management Chairman, Lt. Gen. Mukherjee
and the two Colonels already in place at the Homes, Col. Thapa, acting
Principal and Col. Gogoi, Head of Administration. This was an interesting and
instructive visit.
I returned again in October and was pleased to meet Dr. and Mrs. Abraham,
the newly appointed Chief Executive and his wife. In the few weeks they had
been residing in Graham House it was very apparent that they had already
made a significant influence throughout the Homes campus.
I spent considerable time with Mrs. Abraham going round all the cottages,
this in her role as Head of Sponsorship and the Cottages. It was very
apparent that Mrs. Abraham wants to make some changes in the running
and administration to bring in more hands on control and authority. The UK
Committee and I fully support her in this.
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Dr Abraham is also making some changes to the School and has already
identified areas were we, as a committee, could maybe help.
Sadly, just after I returned from India we lost a lovely lady when Ann
Colquhoun passed away after an ardent fight against cancer. Ann will be
missed at our meetings in many ways, her pithy sense of humour, her
correcting finger and her generous distribution of shortbread with the tea
and coffee; you can read further words later in this Newsletter.
I mentioned that Barrie Sayer had stepped down as a Trustee; similarly Ken
Hammond resigned as a Trustee. Ken, of course, was an old boy and was a
valued source of historic information. Although not now a Trustee, Ken is
heavily involved as Chairman of GO, an independent body managed by
former students of Dr. Graham's Homes, Kalimpong. GO is about
reconnecting alumni and having constructive working relationships with the
schools administration team and the Board of Management. The UK
Committee and I look forward to working alongside Ken in developing the GO
concept.
In May next year we have the AGM, again in Edinburgh and again it is at the
Royal Overseas League in Princes Street. After the AGM there will be a Curry
Lunch and information about this and ticket applications will be sent out
early in the New Year.
Last month the London Ladies Committee organised a very successful Curry
Lunch in the Lower Hall at St. Columba's Church of Scotland. This was very
well attended with over 200 people there. The Minister, the Rev. C. Angus
MacLeod, opened the occasion with prayer and wished everyone well for the
event.
As always, we continually look for sponsors and donors to maintain the work
of Dr John Anderson Graham, we also need local groups to form 'Friends of
Kalimpong’, have coffee mornings, soup and sandwich lunches etc. to raise
money. If you feel inclined to do something along these lines please contact
me and I can arrange leaflets etc. to be sent to support your work.
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I will again visit the Homes in February at the end of Bike Bengal 2016 when
ten cyclists will cycle from Kathmandu to Kalimpong. This is the tenth year of
Bike Bengal which has raised nearly £150,000 for the Homes. If you would
like to sponsor a biker please see the article about the Bike Ride on page 20,
or contact me direct - my email and telephone details are shown on page 12.
DGH has stood for, and still stands for, love and compassion for the child and
for fellow beings. We should continue to have the same foundation but at
the same time further equip the children to face the world. Somewhere
along the line we lost sight of the goal and I think we need to put it back on
track: do our work essentially as it has been done, but at the same time,
focus on the child spiritually, give him/her everything that they need,
mentally prepare them for battle and give them the skills to battle with.
I look forward to meeting with you at one of our events and if you have any
queries please feel free to contact me.
SPONSORSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
James Simpson
During November my wife Pat and I made our annual
pilgrimage to India spending ten days at the Homes and
another ten days in Kolkata, split either side of our time
in Kalimpong. Our visit was twofold in purpose: in
Kolkata to take part in the first round of the 2016
interviews for new admissions; and in Kalimpong to liaise
directly with Dr. John Abraham and his wife, Minnie, as they settled in to
their new appointments as CEO and Head of Sponsorship respectively. In
addition of course we spent much of our time meeting the pupils and college
students whom we all look after thanks to the support of our many Sponsors.
Both Dr. and Mrs. Abraham have already made a strong impact since their
arrival on campus on 1st September this year. As CEO, Dr. Abraham has been
using these closing months of the year to focus upon gaining an
understanding of the Homes and of its financial background, at the same
time introducing 21st century technology to streamline internal
communications and provide teaching support across the campus.
6
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Mrs. Abraham for her part has been getting to know the children individually
and in particular taking steps to improve the standard of care and nurture
within each child’s “home” – their Cottage. Improvements already in place
include featuring a more nutritious diet, better living conditions, a more
disciplined cottage schedule with a better study/leisure time balance as well
as taking steps to improve the home-making skills of cottage parents. Mrs
Abraham’s brief in fact encompasses all boarders whether sponsored or
private as of course all live together in their cottages without distinction of
individual circumstances. This is part of an on-going strategy designed to
reduce the gap that too often arises between the pupils. Daily visits to our
sick bay, the Steele Memorial Centre, are also on her work schedule. As a
consequence of her concerns for living conditions, the management at the
Homes are embarking upon a programme of significant improvement to
cottage interiors including tiled flooring, new kitchens and food preparation
areas, toilet and washing facilities as well as enhanced interior lighting.
Furthermore the somewhat dated personal lockers are also to be replaced.
None of this can be carried out in a single operation so a programme of
improvements to four-cottage annually is being drawn up.
As far as monitoring of pupils is concerned, once Mrs. Abraham has a full
understanding of the entire scope of the sponsorship programme, she will be
providing all overseas committees with a regular report on all of our children.
In particular, health and welfare, classroom and discipline will be closely
scrutinised and, in the course of the coming year, we look forward to being in
a much stronger position to keep sponsors and correspondents more up to
date with the well-being of their children.
I have spoken frequently of our concern at the number of pupils who record
a “Fail” in school exams as well as our wish to provide vocational classes for
those not so academically gifted. I am conscious that so far my attempts to
change things have been unsuccessful. But this latest visit has given us fresh
hope that, under the direction of Dr. Abraham, an improvement is in the
offing for the new academic year. By switching those less able pupils to an
alternative syllabus that still leads to a recognised leaving certificate, on
leaving school such pupils can gain entry to training courses with the airlines,
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tourism, hospitality, secretarial - all being the acceptable white-collar posts
to which our children aspire.
The number of children whom our sponsors support remains steady at
around 230 despite this year the UK Committee taking the difficult decision
to admit only those children who are (i) proven deserving cases, and (ii) for
whom new sponsorships have already been assured. This shortfall has been
balanced, however, by the recent admission, in advance of 2016, of eleven

The 11 youngsters that transferred to the Homes from a Sikkim school
with a senior pupil mentor to help with their induction

children from a school in Sikkim which unfortunately has to close at the yearend. All of these children are already sponsored. We met them when in
Kalimpong and from what we have seen we are sure that they will be an
asset to the Homes.
Our college students – virtually all of the 34 are at colleges in Kolkata –
continue with their studies albeit some with but modest success.
Nonetheless all will surely find jobs on graduation as was noted in our Annual
Report in May which set out brief profiles of some of last year’s successes;
we plan to run a similar feature in the 2016 edition. This is the ultimate
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endorsement of the life change offered by Dr Graham’s Homes: from school
admission in absolute poverty to graduation into a life-giving career!
I finish by thanking all who support our children whether through
sponsorship, correspondence, donation or goodwill; the loyal and continuing
support you give is undoubtedly the foundation of our Homes.
TREASURER’S REPORT to 31 October 2015
Jim Gibson
Busy behind the scenes….
Maida and I have had another busy year and have again
greatly enjoyed the contact with our supporters, which
goes with the job of Treasurer. It has been good to meet
people at our AGM (followed by an excellent Curry
Auction) and the London Curry Lunch. The tireless work
and generosity of so many people towards the Homes is truly wonderful.
…. but accounts not quite so healthy
Our income for the nine months to 31 October 2015 is £206,000, consisting
of:
 Donations plus tax recovery - £46,000
 Income from sponsorship - £117,000
 Fundraising events - £9,000
 Legacies - £5,000
 Investment income - £29,000
The corresponding total last year was £251,000; much of the difference is
because there has been no Bike Ride this year, but there has also been a
reduction of £25,000 in donation and sponsorship income.
(Plans are now well advanced for next February’s Kathmandu to Kalimpong
Bike Ride, in which our intrepid riders will be raising money that will go
directly to sponsor children at the Homes.)
The major fundraising event this year has been the excellent Curry Auction in
Edinburgh on the evening of the AGM in May; this raised the splendid sum of
9
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£7,336 and we are deeply grateful to those who gave gifts to be auctioned,
and those on the evening who entered energetically and enthusiastically into
the spirit of the evening by bidding so generously. Others have raised money
for sponsorship through coffee mornings, tea parties and sales of ethnic
goods, and for all these efforts we are grateful.
Our expenditure for the period has been £246,000, compared with £208,000
last year. Although the exchange rate remains favourable to us, there has
been a 10% increase in the fees charged by the Homes, due to inflation and
rising wage costs following government legislation in India. Our total
commitment to the Homes this year is £290,000, of which we had sent
£220,000 by the end of October. In addition we have sent a further £20,000
for reconstruction work to the cottages arising out of the 2011 Earthquake.
We expect to end the year with a deficit of around £80,000; while we have
reserves to fall back on, continuing deficits are not sustainable in the long
term.
Investments: sound but volatile
The stock market remains volatile; we had a large unrealised gain in value in
the year to January 2015 but the market has fallen since then due to
geopolitical uncertainties and the drop in oil prices.
I am pleased to report that Ben Millinchip has joined our investment
committee in succession to Ken Hammond. The committee works in
conjunction with our stockbrokers, Killik & Co, and our investment policy is to
achieve a balance of income and capital growth. The value of our portfolio at
11 November 2015 was £720,000; it is of good quality and well diversified,
and on our stockbroker’s advice further diversification has taken place during
the year, with a resulting increase in investment income.
Prospects for 2016
As reported elsewhere in this magazine, we are delighted that Dr. John
Abraham has joined the Homes as Chief Executive and that Minnie his wife
has taken on the role of Head of Sponsorship. Their appointments will
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undoubtedly bring a new degree of focus to the task of caring for our
sponsored children and we look forward to working with them in the future.
The political situation in India remains volatile and inflationary pressures
continue to affect the Indian economy. We do have reserves to fall back on
but do not wish to dip too much into them. Our primary aim is to care for
children at the Homes who would otherwise have very little chance in life,
and to do that we seek to increase our sponsorship income. Your support in
helping us to do this is vital.
COMMITTEE NEWS
Anne Hoggan
Since our May AGM two further meetings have been held
in Glasgow and London. The latter was held at Crown
Court and enabled a number of trustees who do not live
in the south-east of England to attend the London Curry
Lunch the following day. The Rev. Elizabeth Price, who
worked at the Homes last summer, joined the Trustees
for the afternoon session of the London meeting and gave a personal
account of her time at the Homes (see: “Horizons Far” on page 33).
There have been a number of changes to the composition of the Board of
Trustees. Jim Simpson’s tenure as Chair came to an end at the AGM in May,
although he remains as UK Sponsorship Secretary. With the support of the
Board of Trustees, James MacHardy took up the role of Chair and appointed
Aileen Fraser as his vice-Chair.
For personal reasons, Barrie Sayers and Ken Hammond resigned and their
council and advice during our discussions will be missed at future meetings.
Our thanks go to Barrie and Ken for their past work and committed support;
although Ken will continue to share responsibility for maintaining the UK
Committee’s website in conjunction with Trustee, Alistair McCabe. Ken also
remains as Chair of GO, which is the organisation for OGBs around the world.
The Rev. John Webster was co-opted by the Chair as an interim Trustee
pending his nomination for election as a full Trustee at next year’s AGM.
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Sadly we learnt in October that Ann Colquhoun who was a long serving
trustee and stalwart supporter of the Homes had died. Ann had worked at
the Homes and continued to give her full support after she returned to the
UK. At Trustee meetings, Ann was always able to offer a view that was not
just personal but made in the context of her work experience, visits and
contacts at the Homes. Our discussions were richer for her contribution.
Vanda Campbell a former Trustee, OGB and long-term friend of Ann has
written a very personal tribute which is published on page 24.
Lastly, Trustee, Ben Millinchip joined the Investment sub-Committee that is
chaired by the Treasurer and which provides oversight on the charity’s
investment portfolio.
Our thanks to the Ministers at each of the venues for the use of their halls.
Key UK Committee contact details
Chairman – James MacHardy: Email jamesmachardy@yahoo.com; T. 01279 730711
Committee Secretary – Anne Hoggan: Email Lochmorn@aol.com; T. 01334 656992

Obituary
Nigel Graham, 1927-2015
Nigel’s father, Jack Graham worked for tea merchants
Duncan Bros. and as an infant, Nigel spent three years in
India before returning to the UK for his education. In 1945
he joined the Army, trained briefly in India and was
commissioned into the Highland Light Infantry. Later he
farmed in Nairn where he joined in local politics and
organisations in pursuit of his many interests.
Nigel married Margaret and celebrated their Golden Wedding in 2000 but she
became ill in 2002 and died in 2006 after a period of very poor health. The Homes,
which were founded by his grandfather, were always dear to his heart and he and
Margaret visited Kalimpong for the centenary celebrations. He was proud of his
family heritage and a great fundraiser.
Having remarried in late 2007, Nigel is survived by his wife Sue and his children:
Mary, Johnnie, Anna and Neil.
12
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Obituary
Miss Ann Colquhoun, 1930-2015
On Wednesday, 12 October 2015, Dr. Graham’s Homes lost
a dear friend and a committed supporter. Miss Ann
Colquhoun passed away peacefully in her sleep at the
Marie Curie Hospice in Edinburgh, Scotland. She was 85
years old and had been ill for some time.
Ann was a very effective and dedicated teacher and was
the Headmistress of the kindergarten department at the
Homes during the 1960s. Following her return to the UK,
she continued to play an active role in promoting the
welfare and education of Homes’ children, both as a
Trustee of the UK Committee and a sponsor of many children over the years.
Ann was familiar to many at the Homes, which she visited almost on an annual basis.
Her diminutive figure belied the feisty and strong persona that she had and which
she often demonstrated in the classroom and at trustee meetings!
th

On Sunday, 18 October, a Memorial service was held for Ann. She will be missed by
all her colleagues in the UK Committee and by countless OGBs around the world.

Obituary
Agnes Henrietta Stuart (‘Nancy’), 1926 - 2015
Nancy was a much loved and very enthusiastic member of
the UK Committee who served as Secretary and offered
support in many other ways. The Committee always
enjoyed meetings at her Edinburgh home where she
st
provided delicious lunches. She passed away on the 31
August 2015.
Aileen Fraser and I were privileged to attend a Service of
Thanksgiving for her life at St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral which was in the form of
Choral Evensong with beautiful music chosen by Nancy. The large congregation
joined her lovely family in paying tribute to this well-loved lady. The UK Committee
remembers Nancy with grateful thanks.
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NEWS FROM THE UK
Troon Coffee Morning and a Blue Elephant
[Reprinted from the autumn 2015 edition of The Magazine of Troon Old Parish Church by
courtesy of its editor: Aileen Fraser.]

I was sitting enjoying my usual Saturday coffee and chat with friends when in
walked a very familiar face. It was the Rev. John Webster and to say he
walked in was a slight exaggeration. So many of his friends stopped him to
say hello – it was almost a royal welcome. Spotting a space at our table he
joined us and so I put in some practice for the following week’s men’s team
coffee morning, by serving him!
Thinking back to when we first came to Troon, our family would see him out
running on the beach and of course he was a great one for tackling
marathons, especially in Nepal to raise funds for Dr. Graham’s Homes. His
continued support of the wonderful work, which was started by a Church of
Scotland Minister in 1900, has never faltered. John is always full of stories
and I think he gave Gordon and me a mini sermon!
Dave was also on hand to
auction that wonderful
work of art/craft – a
knitted elephant inspired
by a trip to Kalimpong. It
had been greatly admired
by many and as the
bidding went up I had to
bow out but John had his
eye on it. Having put in a
magnanimous bid, Dave
was able to hand over the
elephant to its new
Abby Gwynne with the Blue Elephant
owner. John, however,
had noticed a young girl
upset that her grandpa hadn’t been the highest bidder and before we even
had a chance to view the elephant, he presented it to that young girl! Her
14

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

delight was obvious and her grandparents were amazed. The elephant
received a good home and that young girl will have a tale tell, maybe even to
her grandchildren!
Oh, the sermon; it was of course, it is better to give than to receive! May we
all be blessed by that example. George Mulveny.
[Troon Coffee Morning raised £662.50 for the Homes. The Blue Elephant was knitted by Mrs.
Irene Findlay whose husband, Colin, went on the 3Ks Tour in November 2014. Editor]

Hats Galore
Knowing that a friend,
Marjorie Whitson of Cupar in
Fife was interested in
knitting small articles, I asked
her to do a few hats. The
photo shows the 54 she
produced! These have made
their way to the Homes
thanks to Alistair McCabe,
Margaretta Purtill and James
MacHardy. Marjorie, who is
89 years old, has now started
on gloves and mittens! Well done, Marjorie - and thanks. Anne Hoggan

Friends of Kalimpong – Coffee
Morning at Hatfield Heath, Herts.
For the second year our garden was
opened and coffee served on a
beautiful day, wall to wall sun shine
and a mass of flowers to view.
Numbers were up on last year with
about 75 people visiting. Trustees,
David Willis and Margaretta Purtill
came to help and their generosity
added to the range of raffle prizes.
15
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Former Homes’ teacher, Freda
Grieve, helped on the raffle stall
and was ably assisted by Dorothy
Pretious.
One of the raffle prizes was a food
hamper donated by the Village
council and it was won by Mr Vic.
Archer who was on hand selling
hand-made walking sticks.
David Willis and Margaretta Purtill with
“Head” Gardener, James MacHardy

Coffee and tea was available with
home-made scones and cakes
and everyone appeared to enjoy themselves. There was considerable
interest in the work of the Homes and also in the forthcoming Bike Ride,
scheduled for February 2016.
Overall the event made £789, of which £51 was from the sale of DGH cards.

Thanksgiving Evening
A fundraising evening was held at
my home near Durham on
Thanksgiving evening, Thursday
26th November, to raise money
for four children whom I sponsor
together with Jane Burniston,
another Trustee. The evening was
a great success, with a raffle, a
shop (pictured) and lots of wine,
soups, apple pie and cream, and
good chat raising a total of £660.
This evening followed another lunchtime event in Jane's garden in the
summer which raised in the region of £800, and means the children are
secure for another year at school. Events are already being planned for next
year. Ann Donnan
16
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Heart and Soul May 2015
The Church of Scotland, Heart and Soul pageant takes place annually in
Princes Street Gardens. Culminating in an open air service, churches,
charities and church organisations have stalls to attract the public.
The UK Committee of Dr. Graham's Homes have attended for the last four
years and attracted considerable interest from sponsors, OGB's and the
general public. The event this year was no exception with a crowd of over
5,000 attending. Although it started off a little damp, this soon cleared and
the people came out.
The UK Committee tent was
manned by Sponsorship Secretary,
Jim Simpson, and his wife Pat,
Committee
Secretary,
Anne
Hoggan and the new Chairman,
James MacHardy.
The majority of callers at the
Homes’ tent knew a little of the Dr.
Graham history and several had
stories to tell about experiences at
the Homes or knowledge of the
Manning the DGH tent at Heart and Soul, the
Sponsorship Secretary, Jim Simpson, and
sponsorship programme. Many
Chairman, James MacHardy
took away DGH T-shirts that had
been provided by OGB, Bradley Mawer, or copies of the DVD that was
recently produced by the UK Committee.
The past Moderator of the Church of Scotland, the Very Reverend
John L. Chalmers, called past the tent and was very interested in the repairs
and refurbishment that have taken place since the earthquake in 2011.
At 5.00pm the open air service started at the Ross Bandstand and the main
speaker was the Right Reverend Dr. Angus Morrison, the Moderator of the
Church of Scotland and President of the UK Committee of Dr. Graham's
Homes. The banners of the various presbytery committees were carried in
17
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and positioned to the left of the main platform.
Altogether a very worthwhile day with a considerable interest in the Homes
….. and hopefully some new sponsors. James MacHardy

9th Curry Supper and Auction 2015
On Wednesday 13thMay, after the UK Committee’s AGM, a Curry Supper and
Auction was held in Edinburgh. This was a most successful event which
raised in excess of £7,336 for the benefit of the Homes. Over the years these
auction events, which are organised by the Rev. John G. Webster, have
proved a very successful means of raising money, so much so that this year’s
event was over-subscribed and a larger venue had to be found.
'Ronaq' Indian Restaurant, in Stockbridge, Edinburgh fitted the bill very well
and 106 people sat down to an excellent curry supper. After the supper was
cleared away the auctioneer got down to business with the first of the items
to be auctioned.
The principal guest was Right
Reverend
John
L.
Chalmers,
Moderator of the Church of Scotland,
and in his opening address he
presented the auctioneer with a
framed stained-glass dove. It was one
of several that are made out of glass
recovered from bomb damaged
buildings in Palestine. John Chalmers
has made the dove of peace a theme
of his year as the Moderator.
The dove was the first item to be
auctioned and the bidding was fast
and furious, it fetched £400 and
everyone was well pleased with that
result. With over 45 items for auction
the pace was brisk and with the help
18
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outside Graham House
Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

of some of the Committee ladies John Webster managed to get through the
items in the time available.
The outgoing UK Committee Chairman, Jim Simpson, bid for and won two
rounds of golf at the prestigious Tolleygunge Golf Club in Kolkata. This item
had been generously donated by Mr. Michael Robertson past Chairman of
the Board of Management of Dr. Graham's Homes. We look forward to a
report on the game in a future edition of this newsletter!
It was an excellent evening and all thanks to the auctioneer, the accountants,
the helpers and particularly the restaurant staff who really got into the whole
event with considerable enthusiasm.
Thanks also to everyone who entered into the spirit of the auction and also to
those individuals and Companies who provided gifts for auction. Without all
this support the whole event could not have taken place. James MacHardy

London Curry Lunch 2015
Organised by the London Ladies Committee Chairman, Sarah Clifton-Brown
We were very lucky to be able to hire the beautiful Lower Hall at
St. Columba's Church of Scotland yet again this year! For those who don't
remember, the Curry Lunch was started in 1986 and replaced the annual
Bazaar which had begun in the early 1950s. In those days there were
numerous items sent back from the Arts and Crafts Centre in Kalimpong. But
because it became more difficult to ship items back to the UK, it was decided
that the reunion should be changed.
This year’s Lunch was another enjoyable
occasion with more participants than in
2014. There were many new faces and a
large number of the Dr. Grahams Homes UK
Committee attended.
The Rev. Angus
MacLeod, the Minister from St Columba's,
said an opening prayer and James MacHardy,
the new UK Committee Chairman, gave a
welcome speech. There were several stalls
19
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and this year they were all connected with another charity including our own
stall selling the usual Christmas Cards and the ever popular Mango chutney.
We made about £7,000! All this money will help to contribute to the fees for
the eight children who are jointly supported by the Card Company and the
Curry Lunch. We look forward to another Curry Lunch reunion in 2016.

Fiona Cranston

Kathmandu to Kalimpong Bike Ride - February 2016
Riders are training hard for the K2K Bicycle Charity Ride in February 2016!
Led by UK Committee Chairman, James MacHardy, the group will leave
Kathmandu (alt. 1,400m) and cycle east to Dhulikhel (alt. 1,555m) to arrive at
Kalimpong (alt. 1,240m) some 539 km and six days later. They will camp
overnight and will be supported by a group who take care of the logistics and
their safety on the road. The riders will pay for all costs including food,
accommodation and travelling to Kathmandu and returning home from
Kalimpong. All funds raised by the cyclists will sponsor children at
Dr. Graham’s Homes.

This is the 6th cycling event organized by the UK Committee and some £175k
has been raised to date. The UK Committee wishes the cyclists a safe and
20
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enjoyable ride. Please visit their fundraising pages on www.justgiving.com
(search either by each person’s name or by Dr. Graham’s Homes) and donate
as generously as you can:
James MacHardy : Tim Hughes : Caron Johnson : Bradley Mawer : Henry Simon

Or send a donation to the UK Committee Treasurer, Jim Gibson at:
44 Aytoun Road, Pollokshields, Glasgow G41 5HN

Jars for Change
Enclosed with this Newsletter is a "Jar for Change"
label. Since its limited launch some time ago this
project has raised over £2,000.
We are enthusiastic that this simple idea is
expanded and invite you to use the "Jar for
Change" label. The cumulative effect of the proceeds from many "small
change" jars can, indeed, result in a "Big Change" in the lives of deprived
children in Kolkata. We look forward to reporting favourably on the success
of this appeal in the next Newsletter! John Webster

NEWS FROM THE HOMES
Earthquake Damage Update
Whilst repair works across campus and cottages was completed a year ago,
sadly the Katherine Graham Memorial Chapel remains off-limits as, on top of
the damage suffered in the 2011 earthquake, further structural movement in
the tower and west façade occurred during this year’s Nepal earthquake.
State politics continue to restrict spending of funds originally granted for
remedial works by West Bengal Heritage. However we do we understand
that these have moved at least one step closer, now being held in the coffers
of the Darjeeling District authorities. The indications are that funds will be
released once the 2016 elections are over.
That same earthquake also damaged two cottages adjacent to the Chapel,
Assam and Laidlaw both of which are now closed and undergoing repairs.
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New Minibus for Dr. Graham's Homes
During a recent visit to the hill
region, including Kalimpong,
the West Bengal Chief Minister,
Mrs.
Mamata
Banerjee,
presented the Homes with a
new 22 seater minibus.
Although Mrs. Banerjee did not
visit the Homes as part of her
programme, she did attend
rallies in Ronaldsay Park. While
driving to one of these rallies
she stopped and spoke to Mr.
Lloyd Francis, Senior Master,
and asked about the Homes and
was anything needed.

Dr. Abraham and Mr. Gogoi taking delivery
of the new minibus
outside Graham House

Nothing ventured, nothing gained, so Mr. Francis said, “We could do with a
new minibus”. To which Mrs. Banerjee readily agreed and then instructed
one of her assistants to make the arrangements.
The minibus duly arrived on 22nd September and was handed over by the
District Magistrate for Darjeeling, Mr. Anurag Srivastava. It will be used to
transport pupils to and from the Homes.

School Management and Educational News
In taking up her new role as Head of Sponsorship (in Kalimpong),
Mrs. Abraham has started to address the need for change at the Homes with
regards to the sponsored children. In his Sponsorship Report, Jim Simpson
has commented on aspects of where her attention is being focused.
Mrs. Abraham now has a permanent office to support her work and clearly is
establishing the credentials of her role. She is developing an in-house
training programme for all cottage staff, with the emphasis on the care and
welfare of the children in a home environment. As CEO, Dr. Abraham has
adopted a high-profile presence across the campus, addressing in particular
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the effective management and development of teaching staff, in particular
introducing appraisals and in-service training. Teacher/Pupil contact time is
being increased significantly both by curtailing school hours taken up with
extra-curricular training or rehearsal time as well as by introducing alternate
Saturday morning classroom time. Sponsored children will attend, as
appropriate, compulsory remedial classes in their weaker subjects for one
hour after school.
Addressing the difficult issue of vocational teaching, the National Open
School syllabus is to be introduced from February 2016 for our lessacademically able pupils from Class IX onwards. A NOS Class XII Certificate
will give entry to non-academic external training in potential work areas such
as tourism, hospitality and secretarial. Mr. Neil Monteiro has been
appointed teacher in charge of developing a suitable syllabus.

School Events and Activities
Final examinations took place between Tuesday 1st and Friday 11th
December. The annual Kindergarten Sports and Christmas Party were held
on Friday 11th December with the school Carol Service later the same day.
Pupils departed during the following week-end for the winter vacation.
School will re-open in the second week of February 2016.
The School Choir has six performances in Kolkata during December including:
La Martinière School Hall, St. Paul’s Cathedral and St. Andrew’s Church.
ICSE & ISC students will return in January for Board Exam coaching classes.
The
Winner
and
Runner-up
in
Elizabeth Price’s
art competition
[see extracts
from her blog
on page 33]
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FEATURES
Reflections
My Dear Teacher and Friend
Relatives, the Church Community of Broxburn, Trustees of the UK
Committee, OGB’s and friends gathered to celebrate the life of Ann
Colquhoun on Monday 19th October 2015 at Broxburn Parish Church.
Ann’s illness was diagnosed a year earlier and surgery appeared to be
successful. But follow up indicated that there would be no cure and Ann was
given a prognosis of limited time. Her need for intense palliative care was at
the very end and she continued a near normal schedule till her admission to
the Marie Curie Hospice. There she was comfortable until her very sudden
passing on the evening of Monday 12th October. Friends who visited the day
before describe her as being at peace.
It would be unfair if I was only to
refer to my own contemplation of
this strong, diminutive lady who
played a very important part in
the lives of so many of the
children of Dr. Graham’s Homes.
I have had conversations filled
with admiration and chuckles
preparing this story with Biren
Rongong, Robert her neighbour,
Adrian from her church, Sheila
who helped her at home and Liz
who cared for her over the last
difficult time of her life.
Ann and some of “her” children, taken
on one of the many visits to the Homes
that she made after she had returned to
live in Scotland
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teacher training when she made the journey by boat to India in 1955. She
lived in the children’s’ cottages namely: Scottish Canadian, Birissa and Bene,
helping with homework and pastoral care. Ann was head of the
Kindergarten, a strict, no nonsense teacher. I remember this well as she was
my first teacher. Ann encouraged singing and prayer and was instrumental in
creating links with the children of the Mary Scott Home for the Blind in
Kalimpong. Biren recalls being invited to the cottages to enrich the harmony
and singing with the Homes’ children.
Ann returned to Broxburn after 16 years’ service at the Homes to be with her
mother following the early death of her father in 1968. She taught in
Armadale and Bathgate and was head of Winchburgh primary before her
retirement to care for her mother and thereafter her aunt. Her neighbours
describe her as being very private but deeply proud of her Indian connection.
Many were her former pupils and who looked out for her. Her home was
filled with Kalimpong memorabilia, beautiful paintings by Stanley Robins and
Kalimpong arts and crafts tapestries. Photos of children at the Homes and
their letters were always piled high. Ann had a lovely garden and also grew
vegetables, latterly her neighbour Ian helped under her instruction. You
never left Ann’s house without a precious gift of home grown runner-beans
and potatoes.
Having returned to Scotland
she
remained
deeply
connected to Dr. Graham’s
Homes and returned regularly
to
join
the
birthday
celebrations but also staying
for periods at Lucia King
nursery, providing practical
support and cuddles. Known
affectionately as “Aunty Ann”,
she visited all the cottages,
monitoring
welfare,
encouraging and sharing
singing and prayer. All children will remember evening choruses with some
emotion. Ruth Glashan reminds me of her generosity to all the sponsored
children ensuring they also had treats when the children were on holiday.
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Ann learned to drive on her return to Scotland and took her mother and aunt
out on long drives. Her memory for routes and direction was amazing and
she was an infuriating passenger, often challenging your route and lane. She
once suggested to an Edinburgh bus driver that he might be taking the wrong
route. “Whose driving this bus” he retorted. It was possible she was right!
Ann’s great joy was her relationship with Michael and Terence, the twins she
sponsored and who were admitted to Dr. Graham’s Homes as little 3 year
olds. Their love has bridged two generations and the vast distance from
Scotland to India. Both benefited not just from the monetary support but
also from her intense interest in their welfare. They are now young men
working and teaching in Kolkata.
Ann has been an active member of the UK Committee since 1995, a fount of
historical information and contributing with wise counsel. Her organised
fundraising Fiddlers Concert at the Baptist Church in Broxburn was a
wonderful success and a complete sell out.
Ann’s life was lived thriftily, never using much of the world’s resources and
she was a strict recycler. She kept track of the cost of petrol at each of the
local stations and shopped in a variety of places to get the best deal. Latterly
when she did not have the inclination to cook she would eat out with friends,
she stowed her little empty tubs to take home what she couldn’t finish. It
became a lovely ritual.
I once offered to take Ann swimming to help her stay active. She admitted
she could not swim. “But you taught us to swim at the Homes”, I exploded.
“Ah”, she said, “I stayed at the poolside with a big hook in case I had to haul
you out”….. we had such faith in her!
A devoted Christian, Ann was active in prayer for the Nepali church, the Faith
Mission, Scripture Union, the Leprosy Mission, and the Bible Bhavan. Henry
Simon, the young minister at the Homes refers to her as a pillar, “Oh so tall”!
She worshipped at Hope Hall in Broxburn, where she played organ for many
years. Right until the end she attended bible study each Wednesday and laid
on her side for comfort among church friends. It was assumed she would not
take her turn at prayer on these occasions but she insisted. She was a wellknown face in all the churches in Broxburn, attending coffee mornings and
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soup and sandwich lunches. She also
spoke regularly at the guild about her
work at the Homes showing slides on her
old projector. She especially enjoyed
holidaying with the Superb Choice Club
sharing fellowship and prayer daily in
destinations in Britain and Europe.
Ann always proudly introduced me to
others as one of her Kalimpong children.
It was humbling to be asked to sit in the
family car at her funeral service. I know
that I was representing every child whose
life she touched at the Homes.
Ann leaves behind a legacy of love and
caring for the children of Dr. Graham’s Homes. To the many friends who
cared for Ann in her final days, thank you. Vanda Campbell – OGB
[The story that follows is a collaborative piece written by two sponsors, Anne Edwards
and Jenifer Harley, who went to the Homes for the first time as part of
Alistair McCabe’s tour last March. Editor]

Journey to Kalimpong
In 2008 Anne Edwards and Jenifer Harley met at a West Lothian writing
group. They became friends through their love of writing but didn’t know
then the emotional journey they would travel together.
Anne worked as a community midwife at the time with Vanda Campbell (née
Fraser). Vanda was educated in Dr Graham’s Homes and invited Anne to
several fund raising events for the school. Anne had often discussed
sponsoring a child with her husband Mark, but the timing was never quite
right. Sadly, Mark passed away very suddenly in 2013. That same year
Jenifer’s grandson Ryan was born, her daughter-in-law’s midwife was Vanda.
These tragic and happy events fused a special relationship.
Some months later Anne was advised of an employment pension she was
entitled to as Mark’s wife and decided to use this income to support a child
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at the Homes. “It just felt right” she confided to Jenifer. So began her
sponsorship of a young boy from Kolkata, John Blinkworth. Last year Anne’s
son, Fraser, took part in the UK Committee’s K2K Bike Ride and met John at
the end of his trip. When he told his Mum about the visit she immediately
knew that she too wanted to meet the child. A trip to Kalimpong was
advertised by McCabe Pilgrimages and Anne saw this as the perfect
opportunity. She asked Jenifer to accompany her and she agreed at once.
Not long before the trip Jenifer persuaded husband Dave to sponsor a child.
She contacted Jim Simpson who advised her that John’s sister, Magdalene
Blinkworth, had just enrolled in the school and she agreed to sponsor her.
The friends embarked on the holiday of a lifetime but their joint purpose was
to meet the siblings they felt they had been destined to support.
On the morning of Sunday, 15 March 2015, having by now arrived in
Kalimpong, the two women prepared for a church service, knowing that very
soon they would meet John and Magdalene. When they arrived at the
Katherine Graham Memorial Chapel Anne could wait no longer, and went in
search of the boy. When she found him, they hugged each other but she
didn’t want to overwhelm him and began by asking him how he was doing in
school. They started chatting and he called her Auntie. Anne was touched
by this and felt privileged to be his sponsor. She proudly introduced John to
Jenifer and the three of them entered the church arm in arm. Jenifer waited
anxiously for the service to begin, watching the children file into their places
when she felt a tap on her shoulder. Magdalene was ushered into the pew
beside her and offered her a beautiful but nervous smile. At that moment
Jenifer was aware of the immense emotional journey it was for the children
too. Putting her arm around Magdalene she gave her a reassuring squeeze
and nodded to her that everything would be OK. The new friends stood
together as the first and very poignant hymn, “Count Your Blessing”
resounded throughout the whole chapel.
After the service relationships were forged and stories of home, favourite
sports and school subjects were exchanged. Even the personalities seemed
to match. John and Anne were more reserved, quietly getting to know each
other, whilst Jenifer and Magdalene talked non-stop. Gifts were shared, the
giant pandas proving a great hit. The two sponsors were moved by the
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innocence, sincerity and honesty of the children who didn’t expect anything
from them; simply grateful to have them as their Aunties. That afternoon
the four special friends shared ice-cream together in Kalimpong.
The next day the visitors
were presented with
commemorative scarves
at
Senior
School
Assembly, followed by an
informative tour of the
Homes with impressive
singing from the younger
children. Collective and
separate goodbyes were
said.
Jenifer
and
Magdalene agreeing not
[From left to right] John Blinkworth, Anne Edwards,
to look back after that
Magdalene Blinkworth and Jenifer Harley
final cuddle. Anne and
standing in front of the school bell.
John, inseparable to the
last, treasured every moment together. That evening the two sponsors were
in the company of Lt. Gen. Mukherjee and were able to ask about the fabric
and upkeep of the school. He explained the challenges faced by the Board to
maintain the many building and the rolling programme of development
planned.
Anne and Jenifer arrived back home with amazing memories. It’s hard for
them to know that John and Magdalene will not see their parents again until
December, but they are happy in the knowledge that they are touching and
enriching the lives of a family who otherwise would have little chance of
fulfilling their dreams for their children.

Reflections on DGH
[or producing the Junior School play]
As I am sitting down to write a reflection on my time at DGH I am struck by
the rich experience I had. I was only there for two weeks, just 14 days, and
yet each day presented itself with fresh adventures and challenges. I have a
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background in theatre and my task was to put on a production with the
Junior School, involving as many children as possible. I chose to do an extract
from “James and the Giant Peach”, a brilliant Roald Dahl story, which boasts
a cast of colourful characters and a rip-roaring story – but more on that later.
After a bone-rattling 5 hour taxi journey up the steep mountain passes of
West Bengal, my nerves a little frayed, I arrived at DGH. I was taken aback by
the beauty and seclusion of the campus, tucked away so neatly amongst the
dense forest, far removed from the noisy ruckus of Kalimpong. It was
another world. I moved my things into Ahava Guest House with Christine
Barry and Elizabeth Price, both of whom welcomed me with great kindness
and came to be trusted friends. I met Janet that day, loyal trooper of Lucia
King, who is brave, kind and funny and an inspiration to me. I was then
introduced to Col. Thapa and Mr. Banerjee who both made a concerted
effort to make me feel welcome in their school.
Monday morning at Kalimpong, and the week opened with a bang. Hundreds
of children swarmed the campus, neatly buttoned up in their uniforms, girls
with ribbons in their hair, many sporting gigantic backpacks (it seemed the
smaller the child, the larger the backpack?!). I arrived at Jarvie Hall for my
first Morning Assembly, into the bustling atmosphere of the school’s vibrant
community. After a hearty rendition of the school anthem, Elizabeth gave a
compelling sermon on the Three G’s we could all hope to incorporate into
our daily lives such as Generosity, Gratitude and Grace. I resolved to use
these words as a mantra for the following two weeks.
With a rush we filed out of Jarvie Hall and I was introduced to Gavin Goodall,
Head of the Junior School. His friendly, buoyant energy immediately put me
at ease and galvanised my task for the following weeks. He joyfully marched
into different classes in the Junior School and invited any child who was
interested to get involved in “James and the Giant Peach”. Gavin’s patience,
enthusiasm and generosity were a gift. Over the two weeks he tirelessly
rushed from dress-up cupboard, to staff member, to student, endeavouring
to make my experience smoother and more successful. I am extremely
grateful for his help.
At lunch I met the Junior School children interested in being in the play. Ten
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of us gathered in Gavin’s office for our first read-through. This was an
exciting moment. It was during our first rehearsal that I fully acknowledged
the playful mischievousness of the children at DGH; they have lively minds
and warm hearts. I instantly felt an affection towards them all.
In the afternoon I went into the Kindergarten, brilliantly run by the firm but
fair Betsy, and met the children there who wanted to be in the play. Boy was
I overwhelmed by the explosive energy of the Kindergarten! They stormed
around like a noisy herd of tiny wildebeest. They are entirely wonderful and
hilarious!
From then on I would meet with
the Kindergarten at lunch and
the Junior School children after
school.
Before I introduced
them to the text I began by
teaching them songs I had
written inspired by the play. All
the children threw themselves in
heartily and in time we began to
devise dance routines around
the songs. The act of singing and
dancing fostered a great sense of
hilarity and teamwork amongst
the students.
Adjustments at rehearsal
Each day the Junior School and I would meet and do a warm up, consisting of
tongue twisters, movement exercises, theatre games, and a chant that they
all grew to love called, “Captain Jack”. We would all march vigorously on the
spot and I would call out phrases that they would repeat back to me. Then
we would get stuck into the scenes of the play. There were a lot of words for
the children to learn, and the scenes themselves could be quite complex but
they all committed to the task. I was continually impressed with how the
group supported each other, prompting each other, helping each other learn
lines, sewing costumes, coming up with staging ideas and props. Thank you
to these wonderful children for being so much fun to work with!
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What also struck me was how the confidence of many of the students grew.
Some of them were first time performers, and were understandably nervous
about performing in front of the entire Junior School, but due to the
camaraderie of the ensemble, each child came into their own and when the
final day of the performance came around, each one was confident and
prepared.
One of our greatest achievements
was building the giant peach out of
bamboo sticks and material. This
was thanks to the staff that built the
structure and the many senior
students that helped me glue the
many pieces of fabric to the frame.
The peach now resides in the
Kindergarten with Betsy, her
wonderful staff and the children.
These same students also spent their
lunch times collecting fresh flowers
to make the stage more beautiful for
the final performance.
We were all very nervous and
excited on the day of the
performance. As I watched the
hundreds of students file in and take
Not yet the Giant Peach - but it is
growing.
their seats, I prayed that the cast
would keep their nerve. And they did
with great aplomb! Despite competing with a power cut and marching band,
they gave a fantastic performance. Crucially they remembered their lines,
sang with joy and conviction and helped each other down to the last word of
the play. I am bursting with pride just thinking about it!
Some of my favourite memories are walking through the school with a guitar,
30 children trailing behind me, chattering and singing .... at times I felt like
the Pied Piper!

32

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

After a tearful goodbye, many
extended group hugs and
bumptious renditions of the
songs, I packed my bags and
headed back to Delhi.
Throughout the two weeks,
Elizabeth, Christine, Gavin,
Janet, Jim Simpson and many
other members of staff were
loyal, kind and supportive and
for that I am truly grateful. I
hope to see you all soon for
future creative adventures!
Isabella Turner

Horizons Far – An Indian Summer
[Elizabeth Price is a lay reader in her Anglican church in Essex and visited the Homes
with Alistair McCabe’s Tour. Many good things came from this visit, including ten
new sponsorships and Elizabeth volunteering her services over the summer of 2015 to
assist Rev. Henry Simon in his pastoral duties. Elizabeth made a blog during her stay
at the Homes and the following are some extracts. Sorry if the text is a little small –
there was just so much to fit in. Editor]
th

15 July. I made it folks! I am in beautiful, damp, misty Kalimpong. Ruth Glashan
met me at Bagdogra airport and due to landslides it was a 12 hour return trip! Up
and up we drove on the narrow mountain road, twisting and turning through the
clouds until suddenly we broke through into clear
skies, waterfalls, giant ferns, wild monkeys and
the famous Darjeeling narrow gauge railway. We
reached the school campus at around 8.30pm
and Ahava Guest House was a very welcome
sight! After a delicious meal I was asleep within
minutes of climbing into bed. The following day
Ruth gave me a short guided tour to get my
bearings including Jarvie Hall for Sunday worship
(where there were some “oohs and aahs” when the congregation was told I would
be leading worship next Sunday – the first female chaplain at the Homes).
33

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

UK Committee for Dr Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India
th

30 July. My first Sunday service was most enjoyable –
certainly for me and I hope for the students too. Each
week the houses or ‘cottages’ as they are called here,
take turns to lead the singing and prayers. This week two
of the boys’ cottages, Wales and Wiston, were in fine
voice. The wee ones from Wales were enchanting with,
“Will you be ready when Jesus comes?”
th

15 August. After the service some of us decided to go
for a picnic up to the highest point of the hill that the
school is built on.
I had thought
that we were
already at the
top but we drove
in convoy for about 15 minutes, climbing
ever higher and passing several more small
villages before we reached the pinnacle of
Deolo Hill.
th

20 August. This week’s Fellowship meeting was in the Lucia King Nursery and I told
the children the story of Noah and gave them prints of the ark and animals to colour
in, promising a prize for the best effort. I went back a few days later for the judging
ceremony and was amazed at what they had produced [see back cover]. We had
great fun at Sunday worship with a video clip from ‘Pinocchio’ and the song, ‘When
you wish upon a star’ as a background to my message of being truthful and believing
that all things are possible with God. I thought the juniors would love it but was
surprised to see the seniors singing along too. Just goes to show that you’re never
too old for a little bit of Disney magic!
th

7 September. And so my final Sunday
service arrived. My theme was ‘Love One
Another’, which I demonstrated in terms
of ‘Text-Speak’ using the letters LOA which
they will hopefully remember and use as
often as they use OMG and LOL when
texting or emailing. After the service,
some of us went up to the chapel and
prayed that it would soon be re-opened,
then it began to rain as we sang hymns on the steps. Not quite a Gene Kelly
imitation but definitely the DGH version of ‘Singing in the Rain’. Elizabeth Price
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Inter
Cottage
Quiz

Prize Day

Homes
Birthday
Celebration
In the
Jarvie
Hall

It would not be possible to have compiled this Newsletter without the involvement of so many people in
the UK and at the Homes. I would like to acknowledge and give my thanks for their enthusiastic help. I
have put a name alongside each specific contribution. Editor
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