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Notice of Annual General Meeting for 2018
The UK Committee’s AGM is planned for Wednesday, 16th May 2018 at 10.30am, with
coffee from 10.00am onwards. The AGM will be followed at 12.15pm by the Edinburgh
Curry Lunch which is being organised as a fund-raising event to complement the Curry
Lunch that is held in London each October. Please put the date in your diary.
The venue will be the Royal Overseas League, 100 Princes Street, Edinburgh EH2 3AB.
Next year’s AGM will be open to all friends and supporters of Dr. Graham’s Homes,
without charge, as in the past. Tickets for the Curry Lunch will be available to friends
and supporters as well as their guests. Further details, including ticket prices for the
Edinburgh Curry Lunch, will be available at a later date. We look forward to welcoming
you. Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary

Key UK Committee contact details
Chairman – James MacHardy: Email, jamesmachardy@yahoo.com; Tel. 01279 730711
Treasurer – Jim Gibson: Email, treasurer@drgrahamshomes.co.uk; Tel. 0141 423 8290
Sponsorship Secretary – Jim Simpson: Email, sponsorship@drgrahamshomes.co.uk;
Tel. 08450 948839
Deputy Chair – Aileen Fraser: Email, aileenfraser2006@yahoo.co.uk; Tel. 01292 313501
Committee Secretary – Anne Hoggan: Email, lochmorn@aol.com; Tel. 01334 656992
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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER
James A. MacHardy
Greetings, Sponsors, Donors, Trustees and Friends
Once again it is the Festive Season and another
Newsletter, it has been an eventful year in several ways
with visits both from India and to India with an excellent
bike ride to Bhutan and Assam which unfortunately clashed with political
problems in the Hill region.
At our Edinburgh AGM in May we welcomed Dr. Gillian Hart, the President of
the Board of Management and her Deputy, Mr. Shane Calvert. They had a
day of meetings with the Trustees before meeting members and guests and
joining our Curry Lunch. This was followed by a small meeting in Glasgow
and then visits to Troon, Arran, Cumnock and London. Overall a successful
visit with a useful exchange of views, ideas and future plans.

Sir Tim Lawrence: Will he, or won’t he, join
the Bike Ride? John tried hard but he must
have had other engagements.

The AGM was followed almost
immediately by the Church of
Scotland annual Heart and Soul
event in Princes Street
Gardens. Our tent was visited
by HRH the Princess Royal and
her husband Vice Admiral Sir
Tim Lawrence.
Rev. John
Webster tried unsuccessfully to
recruit Sir Tim Lawrence for the
September Bike Ride.

In June the ever present
political unrest in the Darjeeling
and Kalimpong area erupted along with the worst monsoon for many years,
all shops, banks, hotels, internet and transport systems ceased. The school,
along with all the others, went on severely restricted hours and therefore the
continuance of normal activities resulted in the regrettable decision to close.
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On the 23rd. June all the Boarding children, including sponsored, were sent
back to Kolkata or home.
Many children were found suitable temporary schools but that was not going
to be a satisfactory solution. I will leave the Sponsorship Secretary to further
advise you in his letter.
This lasted 100 days and has left a considerable legacy, no first flush tea
harvest, no cardamom or ginger harvest and many Hotels closed because of
tourist cancellations. The children started to return on the 23rd. September
and all back by the first week in October. All credit to the Headmaster and
staff who handled the situation very well, organising buses back and the
necessary documentation to facilitate a smooth return to normality.
I visited Kolkata and the Homes at the end of September and was invited to
attend the Birthday Celebrations in the Jarvie Hall on the 24th. September.
This was a splendid affair and showed what the Homes can produce in the
face of other problems. Also at this time the Birthday Bike Ride from Bhutan
was ending in Siliguri and the Headmaster, the Bursar and I welcomed the
cyclists at the hotel in Siliguri.
As previously noted our Sponsorship Secretary indicated he wished to retire
and after an extensive reach and due process we have appointed Mrs. Gloria
Potter as a Trustee and new 'Secretary’. Gloria Potter and Jim Simpson are
now in the process of handover and this will complete at the AGM in May.
In Kalimpong our sponsorship liaison, Mrs. Ruth Glashan has retired and Ms.
Nichola Pereira has taken on the role. Ruth will be well known to many
having served the homes for a considerable number of years. Her departure
has been marked by the UK Committee with a letter and a gift which was
presented by Rev. Webster during his November 3K's Tour.
Ms. Pereira is a former pupil, resident of Kalimpong and I am sure will settle
in well to her role. I hope that any of you visiting the Homes will, as is the
practise, make yourself known to her.
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I am pleased to report that Birissa and Calcutta cottages have been
refurbished and the work on Bene and Assam should be completed by the
time you read this. It is planned that the next pair will be McGregor and
Wiston. This is being jointly funded by the UK Committee and GO, the
alumni association. I am grateful to Mr. Ken Hammond of GO for his support
in this project and I must record the UK Committees gratitude to Mr. Sushil
Marda, Mr. Desmond Myres and Wg Com Praful Rao, who have all been very
helpful in getting this work successfully completed.
At the same time McCabe Pilgrimages, organisers of tours to the Homes,
have provided LED lighting and battery converters to all cottages. The UK
Committee have provided new blankets to all cottages and are now in the
process of replacing all mattresses.
The Board of Management is undertaking a refurbishment of the Birkmyre
Hostel in Kolkata. The superintendents’ apartment and six guest rooms have
been completed and work now commenced on the dormitory areas,
furniture and decoration. Electrics are completed in all accommodation
areas. This is being funded from private funds and legacies.
I have been fortunate this year to be invited to several events in the UK. I
attended the Cotswold Curry Lunch held at the Burford Wild Life Park,
organised by Trustee, Caroline Eckersley and a very worthwhile event with
many people attending.
The London Ladies had their annual Curry Lunch in St. Columba's Church,
Pont Street and this was also well attended with several Trustees there to
answer questions.
This popular and annual event attracts many who have connections with the
Homes and the general area of Kalimpong, Darjeeling and Assam.
The Friends of Kalimpong in Croy and Cawdor had a special Church service in
September, this was organised by Mrs. Jenny Moore and the minister, the
Rev. Robert Brookes. The service included talks about the Homes from recent
visitors and part of the DVD “He Saw The Need”. It was followed by an
excellent soup and pudding lunch in the Mound hall behind Cawdor Church.
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Without these events and the money and support they raise we would have
great difficulty carrying out our role in providing for deprived Anglo-Indian
children. Thank you all very much from myself and all the UK Trustees.
As you will read elsewhere in this Newsletter our AGM is planned for
Wednesday 16th May 2018 in the Royal Overseas League, Princes Street,
Edinburgh. It will be followed by a Curry Lunch with a Raffle and I hope as
many of you as possible will be able to attend.
Trustees meet three to four times a year with the AGM being in Edinburgh.
They bring a wide range of skills to the table and all have the common aim of
the well-being of deprived children and the long term survival of
Dr. Graham's Homes in Kalimpong.
Trustees must be nominated and should ideally attend a meeting before
being proposed for election at the AGM in May. Anyone interested in
becoming a Trustee should contact Aileen Fraser, Deputy Chair, at
aileenfraser2006@yahoo.co.uk. Aileen will then discuss the process and
provide further details.
At this time of Christmas please be assured that the UK Committee are very
grateful for what everyone does for Dr. Graham's Homes in Kalimpong. I
hope to meet with many of you in 2018 in what will be a busy year for our
Trustees as we have some serious decisions to make.
James MacHardy

SPONSORSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
James Simpson
When I was writing my Sponsorship Secretary’s Report
for our Annual Report of May this year little did I imagine
that within just a few weeks Tte Homes, and all those
associated therewith, was about to be overtaken by the
most disastrous of politically-driven events that has been experienced in the
Darjeeling Hills for many years. A three-month long (as it proved to be)
strike, or “bandh”, closed down the entire Hills community, almost every
day-to-day activity essential to normal life being forcibly suspended. Schools
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did not escape and Dr. Graham’s, along with every other school in the region,
was closed down and forcibly evacuated. In all of its 117-year history few
events such as this, or worse, have occurred; happily, the Homes is wellpracticed in survival skills - including earthquakes - and the staff in
Kalimpong, the Board in Kolkata, and of course the children too, all
responded positively to a very difficult situation. Those of you who are
Sponsors or Correspondents were circulated with what little real information
we could glean – the strike included complete “radio-silence” across the
region as all forms of communication, ancient and modern, were closed
down. Not all of our many friends and supporters could be kept up to date
so this is my opportunity to put some more flesh on the bones of this story.
With the strike by then biting, in mid-June a 12-hour long “evacuation
window” was granted by the strike leaders during which time all non-local
children were to be taken out of the area. Local day pupils by this time were
under orders to remain in their family homes. Children from Kolkata and
surrounding areas were bussed south en bloc overnight; similarly, but in
much smaller groups, our children from remoter areas across the width of
the country and beyond were escorted home. With little or no preparation
time available, the next priority was to work out what alternative
arrangements could be made for temporary schooling. This was not made
easy for those charged with that task as (a) the probable duration of the
strike was unknown and (b) possible host schools were already well through
their 2017 curricula - and in many cases working to completely different
syllabi. Regrettably the task proved too much for most potential host schools
to take on and it was only with a great deal of arm-twisting that a few
schools in Kolkata undertook to look after those pupils of Classes X and XII
facing important external board exams early in 2018. The remainder of the
pupils enjoyed an extended holiday – although I was happy to learn that
many of those in Senior School took their books home with them, a few
parents even managing to arrange some form of tutoring as well!
Interestingly, as the strike wore on into its third month, some teachers and
many day pupils began to find ways of beating the strike by operating classes
in discrete locations – to which of course everyone could only walk! Whilst
so many children probably enjoyed their many days of extra “holiday”, from
their return to Kalimpong in early October (just after the agitators had taken
time out to enjoy their own Puja holidays) life has become somewhat more
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serious as the school battles to catch up on the syllabus. Now Saturday
mornings classes, curtailed Puja and Diwali holidays, a short Christmas break
from 23rd December to 3rd January and the 2017 academic year not ending
until mid-February, may just enable the time and study lost to be recovered.
Whilst the crisis is not over – the recovery phase continues – I am pleased
that I am able to let you know that as much as possible has been done by
those responsible for all of the pupils at the Homes to overcome a very
difficult situation. We thank all those who worked so hard to beat the strike.
A bit of fall-out that has hit sponsorship, however, is the loss of half-a-dozen
of our pupils as some parents decided that they would prefer to have their
child formally transferred as day pupils to schools nearer their homes.
Further, with all of the uncertainty that still prevails, we have determined
that it would be inappropriate to take on any new sponsored pupils for
2018 – a sad move, but a wise one in the circumstances. I have thus put in
place an element of reallocation of sponsors to children, not that that affects
established sponsorships in any way.
Turning to our college students, you will recall I mentioned that the Kolkata
Board of Management had put in hand a long overdue programme of
building refurbishment early this summer. Predictably, this operation has
proved significantly more extensive than first realised; the ravages of time, of
climate, of infestation coupled with the breakdown of fabric, furnishings and
internal services add to the work, week-on-week. The result is that those
college students who would otherwise be accommodated in our Hostel
remain in whatever alternative accommodation has been arranged for them.
In truth I could see it being another year before Birkmyre comes back on
stream so I am anticipating my having some individual dealings with Sponsors
of college students as I arrange their further support for the 2018/19 session.
Reported elsewhere is my decision – and Pat’s - to stand down from the role
of Sponsorship Secretary, that step being planned for our AGM in May 2018.
Our Trustees have agreed to the appointment of Mrs Gloria Potter, from
Stonehaven near Aberdeen, as my replacement. Gloria was co-opted as a UK
Trustee at our October Committee meeting and already she and I have had
some useful meetings as I introduce her to the mysteries of sponsorship and
all that goes with that function. Our preparations for handover are going
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smoothly and, so far, I have not frightened Gloria off too much! In our
Annual Report in May next year I am sure Gloria will introduce herself to you.
Finally, but reported upon in much
more detail elsewhere, Reverend John
Webster organised one of his oft-held
fund-raising bike rides; this time the
“Bhutan-Bengal-Birthday-Bonanza” –
‘Birthday’ as in its planned arrival in
Kalimpong on Founder’s Day, 24th
September. The stated target was to
raise direct sponsorship funding for a
named child at the Homes. I only
mention this in the context of my earlier paragraph that confirms that, in the
light of the disruption to the Homes in 2017, we will not be taking on any
new admissions next year. Nonetheless, our £25,000+ raised “up and down
the mountains and across the dusty plains” will see scholarships provided for
not one but three of our most deserving children already resident at the
Homes!
Once again Pat and I are happy to send our Best Wishes to everyone for
Christmas and for the coming New Year.
James T. F. Simpson
TREASURER’S HALF-YEAR REPORT to 31 October 2017
Jim Gibson
“Expect the unexpected”
While I have not been to Kalimpong this year, I have been
in regular contact with the Indian finance team and was
delighted to meet Gillian Hart and Shane Calvert from the
Kolkata BOM when they visited Scotland in May. The
Treasurer’s work is varied and enjoyable and Maida and I
greatly appreciate the support and generosity of so many people towards the
Homes and value the human contact with our supporters, whether by phone,
mail, email or at events like the AGM and the Curry Lunches.
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2017 has been an interesting year. Most charity treasurers accept that while
expenditure is known and relatively fixed, income is unknown and variable.
Often this creates problems due to a shortage of income but this year we are
in the happy position of having received exceptionally generous legacies.
Income boosted by legacies
Our income for the nine months to 31 October 2017 is £476,000, consisting
of:







Donations plus tax recovery - £74,000
Income from sponsorship - £109,000
Bike Ride income (so far) - £25,000
Fundraising events - £2,000
Legacies - £237,000
Investment income - £29,000

The corresponding total last year was £325,000. Sponsorship income has
dropped by £30,000, largely due to timing differences and “one off” gifts last
year, but this has been more than offset by some “one off” donations this
year and by legacies, including one of £202,000 which has come completely
“out of the blue”.
I am grateful to John Webster and his band of intrepid riders (including our
ever youthful Sponsorship Secretary) who organised a special Bike Ride this
year in conjunction with OGBs, travelling from Bhutan to Siliguri, braving
arduous road conditions and raising what looks as if it will be £30,000, truly a
magnificent sum which will go directly to sponsor children at the Homes.
I would again reiterate the request made last year: please do NOT send us
additional sums of pocket money for the children. The sponsor payments
which we make to the Homes already include an allowance for pocket
money, and additional sums beyond that are difficult to administer in both
the UK and India, and can also lead to inequity between the children.
Expenditure creeping up
Our expenditure for the period has been £321,000, compared with £315,000
last year. The exchange rate remains against us (currently around 83 rupees
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to the £, compared with an average of 86 last year), and increases in the fees
charged by the Homes are in the pipeline due to inflation and rising wage
costs following government legislation in India. Our total commitment to the
Homes for the current financial year to 31 January 2018 is expected to be
£440,000, compared with £427,000 for the year to 31 January 2017. Because
of the “one off” legacies we expect to end the year with a surplus of around
£120,000.
The amount we ask of our sponsors for full sponsorship has been £1,200 per
annum (£960 plus Gift Aid) for some years but because of rising costs in India
we are suggesting that those who are able to do so increase this amount to
£1,500 per annum (£1,200 plus Gift Aid). We fully accept that for some this
amount will not be possible or appropriate, and we are of the view that our
reserves are able to withstand the strain, at least in the short term.
Investments: “Brexit means Brexit”, but is it “Deal or no deal”?
Stockmarket volatility continues. The “Brexit effect” meant that we had a
large unrealised surplus of £90,000 in the value of the portfolio in our
accounting the year to January 2017, and the market has stayed at a high
level since then. What goes up can, however, come down, and worldwide
geopolitical uncertainties remain in the background, as does a fragile political
situation in Britain following the June General Election. We are guided by
our stockbrokers, Killik & Co, and our investment policy is to achieve a
balance of income and capital growth. Our portfolio is of good quality and
well diversified, and we adopt a prudent approach to investment; at 21
November 2017 the portfolio was valued at £818,000.
Prospects for 2018
The political situation in India in general and Kalimpong in particular is
volatile, as evidenced by the general strike in the Kalimpong and Darjeeling
districts earlier this year. Life in Kalimpong remains what one might call
idiosyncratic, with poor infrastructure and the difficulties of getting things
done in the Hills; keeping the Homes running is a constant challenge.
We continue to work constructively with the Board of Management and the
Homes Senior Management Team to ensure that our sponsored children
receive the best education possible, very much aware that our primary aim is
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to care for children at the Homes who would otherwise have very little
chance in life. To do that we seek to increase our sponsorship income and
your support in helping us to do this is vital.
Jim Gibson
COMMITTEE NEWS
Anne Hoggan
It has been an eventful year for Dr. Graham’s Homes and
for the UK Committee. We were extremely concerned
that our children had to leave the campus over the
summer because of political strife in the
Darjeeling/Kalimpong area, but we are pleased that
things are settling and the children returned early October.
Our AGM in May saw some changes on our Board of Trustees. Sadly, two
Trustees, Caroline Eckersley and Tina Dennis, AGM in May, Frank Dunn and
Shona Hume were elected as Trustees by the Membership. Both were well
known to us as keen supporters of the Charity and we are delighted to have
them on Board. Curry lunch following the AGM was a great success - thanks
to Alex and his team at the Royal Overseas League in Edinburgh. It was
attended by around 80 guests including Dr. Gillian Hart and Mr. Shane
Calvert from the Board of Management in Kolkata.
We have had four meetings in 2017, two in Edinburgh, one in Glasgow and
the other in London. My thanks go to ROSL Edinburgh, the Renfield Centre in
Glasgow and the Minister at St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, London for
their co-operation.
Best wishes to you all for the Festive Season.
Anne Hoggan
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT VISITS TO Dr. GRAHAM’S HOMES
To comply with child protection legislation in India, the UK Committee asks that
notification of any visit to the Homes is given to the UK Sponsorship Secretary before
visitors leave the UK so the Homes management can make appropriate reception
arrangements. You are asked to follow this procedure please for all cases.
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Speakers
Many of our Trustees, Sponsors and other supporters are happy to give an illustrated
talk on the work of Dr. Graham’s Homes. Perhaps you would like to have such a talk
included in a programme that is being arranged for your own Guild, Fellowship,
Rotary, Probus or similar group? Why not contact our Secretary Anne Hoggan
(lochmorn@aol.com) who would be happy to see what might be arranged for you
locally. Everyone benefits – your group’s chairman has one less slot to fill in the next
year’s programme and we can promote the Homes - and from time-to-time find new
sponsors or donors.

OBITUARY
Alec Murray
Alexander Hamilton Murray died peacefully
in his sleep in a nursing home in the UK on 3
July 2017. He was almost 95 years old.
At his request his ashes have been buried
with his mother in Cherapunjee, India and
with his wife in Richmond, Surrey.
Loved and respected by all who knew him.

OBITUARY
Michael Robertson
Mr. Michael Robertson, a former President &
Chairman of the Board of Dr. Graham's Homes in
India, died in September in Kolkata.
He was a graduate in Business Studies, having
successfully held several executive business
appointments in Kolkata. Despite so many work
commitments he accepted election to the Board
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in 1992 and succeeded Mr. Bob Wright in 1994 as President & Chairman, a
position he held until 2010.
On taking office, he declared his availability to former pupils of the Homes
and was instrumental in helping several into careers in India and abroad. The
story is told of his offering immediate admission to the Homes of a very
needy child - the need of a child, on that occasion, was of more importance
to Michael than adhering to 'red-tape' admission procedures!
He was a regular visitor to the Homes and made one official visit to the U.K.
but will perhaps be best remembered by his friends and colleagues for
initiating and organising extremely successful fund raising Annual Concerts in
Kolkata featuring the Childrens’ Choir of Dr. Graham's Homes. The singing of
the children was possibly regarded by Michael as more than sufficient reward
for his 18 years of service on the Board of Management.

OBITUARY
MARGARET WINIFRED THOMSON
"FREDA"
20th June, 1929 - 24th July, 2017
The daughter of John Johnston, Master Joiner, and Jamesina Johnston, née
Drummond, of Wilson Street, Perth, Freda was baptized in St. Leonard's in
the Fields on 21st August 1929.
In order to attend college at St. Andrew's University, where she studied
Geography, Freda needed to learn Latin in her last year at school; which was
duly accomplished while keeping a steady eye and heart on celebrating life
happily and joyfully through dances and parties. This early focus remained
throughout her life and regularly involved her attempting to co-opt friends
into various schemes involving bridge, golf, coffee and tea making, baking
and numerous “outings”.
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On 9th June 1956 Freda married Gordon Grieve, a solicitor from Dundee,
whom she had met through her faith community at St. George's West Church
in Edinburgh. When Gordon passed on in 1964 Freda remembered a talk by
the principal of Dr. Graham's Homes in Kalimpong, India.
Freda set sail with two young children, Valerie and Hamish, heading
eastwards through the Suez Canal towards her new home and role as a
school teacher.
Her time at Dr. Graham's Homes continued lifelong through fundraising,
staying in touch with former pupils and led to her requesting any gifts be
given to the school. Freda, Valerie and Hamish stayed in Cargill while at the
Homes and recalled her time there for the annual Newsletter some three
years ago.
In 1967 Freda returned to Scotland as the border clashes between China and
India near the Sikkim border threatened to escalate into a wider war. After
returning she married Alastair Thomson, a family friend, with whom she
moved some years later to Bishop's Stortford in Hertfordshire. Freda taught
for some years at a one room school in Great Hallingbury and latterly
volunteered at Windhill School. Her main passion, however, always
remained her church, especially helping to teach young children.
Freda's kind, gentle and beautiful love of life was reflected in her garden and
continued through her elder years when she regularly travelled north to visit
friends, family and the churches she knew and cared for in Edinburgh and
Perth. She is well remembered for her trips to China, with nephews and
nieces, to America to visit Hamish and her celebration of Valerie’s wedding to
John.
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NEWS FROM THE UK
VISIT BY THE CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR OF THE KOLKATA BOM
Last May the UK Committee hosted a visit to the UK by Dr. Gillian Hart and
Mr. Shane Calvert. They attended the AGM and Curry Lunch in Edinburgh
where they met many supporters and sponsors. Other visits were made to
Glasgow, Troon and Cumnock where they not only met supporters but also
spoke to pupils at
Barassie Primary
School
and
Grenmill School.
They went on to
visit
London
where they had
two lunches with
OGBs. Dr. Hart
has
reported
back
to
the
Kolkata BOM on
At the AGM, Dr. Gillian Hart & DGH Hon. Pres. Most Rev'd
the visit, stating
David Chillingworth, Primus Episcopal Church of Scotland
they she and Mr.
Calvert found the experience to be very rewarding and enriching having met
and interacted with so many supporters and sponsors whose concern and
dedication to the children at the Homes was particularly moving.
David Willis

TROON FRIENDS OF KALIMPONG
We were fortunate again this year with very fine autumnal weather for our
annual Troon Friends coffee morning in early October, held as usual in Troon
Old Parish Church. Many regulars, friends and supporters attended and we
were thrilled with the total sum raised, a new record for us, £670.55.
Our newest and youngest supporter, two months old Ramsay, had a very
successful morning as his Mummy treated him to two beautiful, hand knitted
hats and a lovely, matching, hand knitted cardigan.
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On December 9th we shall be selling knitted goods and toys, Christmas
decorations and Indian items at our church Christmas Fair.
We are also delighted to announce another date for your diary, Sunday
afternoon, February 25th, Troon Old Parish Church. After a gap of a few
years we are welcoming back Gilmour MacLeod, our outstanding concert
pianist. Gilmour will be joined by a number of friends and will undoubtedly
be treating us to a wonderful eclectic mix of classical and popular music. We
look forward to welcoming you.
Aileen Fraser

LONDON CURRY LUNCH 2017
Organised by the London Ladies
Committee Chairman, Sarah
Clifton-Brown
This year the annual London Lunch
took place on October 26th, a
beautiful warm autumn day, at
our usual venue St Columba's
Church of Scotland, Pont Street.

A total of 168 Tickets were sold for
the event and amongst our faithful
supporters were several new faces.
Some members of the U.K. committee
were able to be present including the
Chairman, James MacHardy who gave
an update on the situation at the
school following the recent strikes in
the Hills .
Mr Rana and his team from the Munal
Tandoori, Putney, provided the usual
delicious curry lunch including prelunch canapés while participants
socialised and shopped at the various

The guests start to arrive
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stalls. We raised just over £7,900 again this year . We would like to thank all
those people who were unable to attend the Lunch but generously
supported the raffle and sent donations . The money raised will help to
support the 7 students, who are jointly sponsored at the school by the Curry
Lunch and the Christmas Card company.
Fiona Cranston

LUNCH AND BAZAAR
A Curry Lunch & Bazaar was organised by Caroline Eckersley and Tina Dennis
on 8 September 2017. Held at The Cotswold Wildlife Park it raised £4,000 in
support of Dr. Graham’s Homes. Amongst the varied goods that were on sale
were a selection of silk, cotton and velvet jackets from Jaipur as well as
Indian tablecloths, bedspreads and other textiles from India.
David Willis

APPOINTMENT OF UK SPONSORSHIP SECRETARY
Jim Simpson is standing down as our Sponsorship Secretary with effect from
May 2018. The UK Committee advertised the position and interviewed
suitable candidates last August. The Trustees are pleased to announce that
Gloria Potter has been appointed as successor to Jim Simpson with whom
she is already working to achieve a smooth handover of responsibilities.
Gloria has a background in education which was the subject of her Master’s
degree from Aberdeen University. In addition she has other qualifications in
psychology and youth and community work.
In 1991 Gloria started to work for her last employer, Aberdeen City Council,
holding positions first in community education and last of all in accessibility
to school and the environment.
As part of the induction process, Gloria will visit the Homes in March with Jim
Simpson. This will enable her not only to be introduced to the Homes’ Senior
Management Team but to experience the Homes’ campus and see at firsthand the pupils’ daily life.
David Willis
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NEWS FROM THE HOMES
A Christmas message from the
President and Chair of the Board of Management,
Dr. Gillian Rosemary Hart
Dear Dr. Graham’s Homes family,
As we draw to the close of our academic year, and also
approach the season of celebration, let us look back on
the year with gratitude and joy in our hearts, for when
we recall all the good things we have received and the
all the kind and loving people, like our sponsors, our Principal, Headmaster,
Bursar, Senior Master, teachers, Chaplain, cottage aunties and uncles, office
staff, grade 4 staff, our friends and classmates and numerous others who love
and care for us, we can’t help but bestow our gratitude to our heavenly Father,
who has given us ALL the good things that we enjoy in this unique and
beautiful school of ours.
During this season of Christmas, I am sure you have enacted the familiar story
of angels, shepherds and the manger scene as well as sung familiar Christmas
carols and exchanged greetings and good wishes and perhaps small gifts.
Nothing could ever match the precious gift God gave you and me at Christmas
– the gift of His only Son to rescue and save us. This is the gift that should
matter the most.
On behalf of the Board of Management, this is my concluding wish for each
one of you: - May peace and joy be God’s gift to Dr. Graham’s Homes at
Christmas and our blessing throughout the coming year.
Dr. Gillian Rosemary Hart

THE BIRKMYRE HOSTEL
The hostel was closed last April in order to start a programmed renovation of
the building. As a first phase, the accommodation that is planned to be used
by paying guests at the hostel is now ready for use. The remaining
accommodation that is to be used by students will also be renovated; this
phase of the work will be funded by profits from the first phase.
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THE KATHERINE GRAHAM MEMORIAL CHAPEL
The funds for repairing the Chapel have now been released by the West
Bengal Heritage Fund in Darjeeling to local officials in Kalimpong. It is
expected that at long last repair work will start imminently.

RUTH GLASHAN’S RETIREMENT
Ruth (Thomas) Glashan joined the Main Office of Dr. Graham's Homes in
February 1972 and left in September 2017. This makes her the longest
serving member of staff and it is interesting that this 'record' is held by an exstudent of the Homes.
But Ruth Glashan established far
more important records. She
served
as
the
Principal's
Secretary for over 30 years, and
then
assisted
with
the
sponsorship programme till her
retirement. Somewhere along
the line she took over the
historical
and
confidential
records of the Homes going back
to the 24th September, 1900, and
displayed a phenomenal ability to deal with these matters. Indeed it is said
that she could locate the file of a student who left in 2010 just as easily as she
could a student who left a hundred years earlier in 1910.
Countless OGBs remain grateful to Ruth for information she has been able to
share with them from their files without betraying any matters of a
confidential nature. Indeed Ruth was known for two great qualities: she was
totally loyal to the Homes, and she was completely confidential in her work at
all times. The remark of a senior OGB is worth noting. She described Ruth's
departure as 'irreplaceable'. Theoretically no one is irreplaceable if you have
a sufficient number of people available - and in Ruth's case they will most
certainly require at least three members of staff to do the work she did with
such dedication and devotion.
James MacHardy
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NICHOLA PERIERA
Sponsorship liaison at the Homes
Following Ruth Glashan’s retirement, Nichola
Periera has been appointed her successor as
Sponsorship liaison.
Nichola is a former pupil of the Homes and
lives locally in Kalimpong, all of which is
expected to give her a good start to her new
role. Nichola’s previous work was at Don
Bosco Technical School in Kalimpong where
she had been a Communicative English & ITES
Trainer for the previous two years before her
appointment to DGH.

FEATURES
THE SCOTTISH DIASPORA TAPESTRY
During May 2017 and just prior to The General Assembly Week, many people
had the wonderful opportunity of viewing The Scottish Diaspora Tapestry
Exhibition in St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh and can only be amazed and
overwhelmed by the expertise used to create such magnificent panels to
portray the numerous Scottish Cultures which were taken abroad by our
descendants so long ago.
These included Religion, skills in Medicine, Engineering, Botany, Education,
Administration, Agriculture, to name but a few.
This ambitious international artwork was instigated and led by the
PRESTOUN GRANGE ARTS FESTIVAL in Prestonpans (East Lothian) as a
successor/encore to THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS TAPESTRY.
Thirty four countries volunteered their time to depict the arrival of tea in
India, the creation of a steel works in Corby, England, tobacco growing and
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National Parks in the USA, not to mention sugar plantations in Jamaica and
the gold rush in Australia. Military leadership in Sweden and Russia was also
prominent. Many migrants came to Scotland as a result of the Scots'
presence around the world, including Italy, Lithuania, India and Poland.
Perhaps you have observed that the cover of this magazine actually
illustrates one of these tapestries, namely Dr. Graham's Homes, Kalimpong
which will be very dear to many of you.
Tea Plantations in the 1870's around Darjeeling and Kalimpong were
attracting many Scottish people. The Church of Scotland sent Doctors,
Nurses, Teachers and a Missionary, Rev. Wm. Macfarlane. In 1892 The
Charteris Hospital was started with half the funds coming from Women's
Guilds in Scotland; In1886 a Boys High School (Scottish Universities Mission
Institute) was funded from Scottish Universities and in 1890 the Kalimpong
High School for Girls was being introduced. By the early 1900's, Dr. Graham's
Homes was being established on similar designs and ethos of the Quarrier
Homes in Bridge of Weir, Renfrewshire.
It is indeed encouraging and rewarding to know these projects still flourish
and continue their active links within Scotland.
“The Scots in Kalimpong” panel (shown on the cover) was actually sewn by:
Norma Bruce; Hilda Kimber; Janet Raeburn and Doreen Guy, all associated
with the link charges of Dirleton Kirk and Abbey Church, North Berwick.
The link between Kalimpong and these churches is two-fold. Doreen and John
Guy are elders in the Abbey Church whose cousin, Dr. Heather Wright, worked
in the Charteris Hospital at Kalimpong. After she passed away, the family
was keen to sustain the connection. Secondly, for about 10 years the
congregations have twinned with the Macfarlane Memorial Church
Kalimpong.
Gratitude for the information provided by the Rev. Dr. David J. Graham of
Dirleton Kirk. Editor
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BIKE BHUTAN / INDIA : SEPTEMBER 2017
“Go with an open mind and a willingness to be outside your comfort zone at
times, and you will be rewarded with a pretty profound experience.”
How true this statement proved to be when Rev. John Webster gathered
together Vanda Campbell, James Simpson, Henry Simon, Tensing Norsang,
John Ball, Frank Dunn, Paul Ewart, Tenzin Ball, Palden Ball and Janice Small to
cycle from Paro/Thimphu, Bhutan through the Himalaya to the plains of India
and then onwards to Dr. Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong for the Birthday
Celebrations.
To take part each
cyclist paid all
their own costs
and had to raise a
minimum
of
£1,000 in aid of
DGH.
On
Day
1,
accompanied by
The Bhutanese Bikers
our
Bhutan
Support Team, led
by Wang Chuk, we left Paro heading for Thimphu, the capital of Bhutan, a
distance of 33.8 miles, elevation 1850 ft. Brightly coloured prayer flags
fluttered in the breeze as we dodged stray dogs and cows. Untouched by
mass tourism we enjoyed quiet, smooth roads over diverse terrain reaching
Thimphu in good time. The group were thrilled to be invited to afternoon tea
by OGB, former Prime Minister Jigme Thinley at his residence in the hills. He
reminisced with John W. and other former pupils in the group, remembering
old friends and times. He was fascinated to hear of our trip and wished us
well. A very special meeting with a charming man. In the evening we met
with former Chief Justice Sonam Tobgay La and several Bhutan OGBs when
John W. was gifted an extremely generous donation for DGH; so thoughtful.
On Day 2, we left Thimphu for Tsimasham, Bhutan a distance of 38.4miles,
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elevation 9977 ft. Immediately, to our amusement, John W. took a wrong
turning and had to be chased down by Wang Chuk and returned to the fold.
Now the hills became steep, unrelenting, narrow twisting roads with close
passing lorries and cars but rewarding us with the serene, picturesque beauty
of Bhutan. Stunning views of tree covered, deep, mist clad valleys and
gorges. Tonight saw an end to the luxurious hotels we had enjoyed, we were
camping !!!!!!
Having survived the torrential rain though the night, Day 3 dawned dry and
warm. We were leaving Bhutan today, cycling to Jaigon, India a distance of
59.9 miles, elevation 13,691 ft. This proved to be another taxing morning as
the hills were long, steep, unforgiving and in places completely washed away
by the monsoon rains, so rough we had to walk. Signs exhorting you to drive
safely confronted us at the most challenging of corners. Eventually we were
rewarded by the most exhilarating of descents which just went on and on,
wonderful. Near the bottom, a roadside welcome awaited us from OGBs,
friends of Tenzing’s. They provided the most amazing afternoon tea and
cakes, tremendous effort and support. We crossed into India into the
capable hands of Bijay Mishra, Heat Travels who would escort us onwards to
Siliguri. Once again in the evening, very generous OGBs appeared, and made
a donation to DGH, many thanks.
Day 4: Jaigon to Mal Bazaar, India - distance 60.6 miles, elevation 2119ft.
Now in the Indian plains the heat at times was unbearable, 40°C, but the
noise, mayhem, vibrancy of Indian life buoyed us along. The village people
friendly, waving, encouraging but always intensely curious. Traffic is
incessant, heavy and chaotic forcing us to wind and weave through it - loved
it !!!
On Day 5, a change of plan meant we travelled the short distance of 12.6
miles, elevation 581 ft, from Mal Bazaar to New Jalpaiguri. By this time it had
been accepted that due to political unrest our journey to Kalimpong was
unviable, a huge disappointment. India is a land of contrasts, now the roads
narrowed, quietened, giving way to tea gardens and rice fields, neat houses
lined our route surrounded by beautiful plant life, flowers and animals. Our
comfortable accommodation is situated in the Riverwood Forest Retreat
where in the evening we were entertained by ladies from a nearby village,
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performing traditional dances - fascinating.
Day 6, our last cycling day, saw us heading for Siliguri, 42.7 miles, elevation
2464 ft, still incredibly hot but all coping remarkably well. Near the
Coronation Bridge we were delighted to meet a large group of OGBs, many of

Sili

them known to the group. They escorted us the last few miles, overtaking in
cars, taking photos, shouting encouragement - a wonderful finale ! At the
Royal Sarovar Hotel we were received by the Headmaster, Staff of DGH, plus
OGB’s with speeches, gifts, kada’s and songs - a fantastic welcome.
Although tinged with regret that we hadn’t reached Kalimpong, our journey
had been wonderful. From Bhutan, the ‘Jewel of the Himalaya’ with its
diverse terrain, where time seems to stand still, to India, with its chaos,
noise, vibrancy and contrasts. The generosity and friendliness of peoples and
OGBs along the way was humbling. I am in awe of my cycling companions,
some with little cycling experience and to which this was a huge undertaking.
They coped with everything that was flung at them over 242 miles and at an
average elevation in the mountains of over 6000 ft - you were amazing. A
journey to remember indeed.
Janice Small
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Visitors to Dr. Graham’s Homes from McCabe Pilgrimages, being welcomed
by students outside the Katherine Graham Chapel – March 2017

It would not have been possible to compile this Newsletter without the involvement of so many
people in the UK and at the Homes. I would like to acknowledge and give my thanks for their
enthusiastic help. I have put a name alongside each specific contribution. Editor
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