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Notice of Annual General Meeting for 2019
We invite all friends and supporters to join us for an informative day of fellowship in
Edinburgh for the UK Committee Annual General Meeting & Curry lunch.
Date: Wednesday 15 May 2019
Time: 11:00am
Venue: The Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place, Edinburgh EH3 6QE
Coffee served from 10.30 and we ask that any questions be tabled in advance with our Secretary

Curry Lunch at 12.45pm
You are welcome to just turn up for the AGM, but please reserve your place for the lunch
afterwards, with our Secretary, Anne Hoggan
Tel: 01334 656992 Email: lochmorn@aol.com

Lunch cost: £15 payable on the day

We look forward to welcoming you. Anne Hoggan, Committee Secretary

.

UK Committee Dr. Graham’s Homes, Kalimpong, India

Honorary Presidents
The Moderator of the General Assembly,
The Church of Scotland

The Primus,
The Scottish Episcopal Church

The Board of Trustees 2018 – 2019
Chair

James MacHardy
“Roseisle”, Sawbridgeworth Road, Hatfield Heath, Essex CM22 7DR
Tel. 01279 730711
Email: jamesmachardy@yahoo.com

Vice-Chair

Margaretta Purtill
67 Brangwyn Crescent, Merton Abbey, London SW19 2UA
Tel. 020 8715 0929
Email: purtills@btinternet.com

Committee
Secretary

Anne Hoggan
7 Robertson Road, Cupar, Fife, KY15 5YR
Tel. 01334 656992
Email: LOCHMORN@aol.com

Scholarship
Secretary

Gloria Potter
2 Annamuick Cottages, by Stonehaven, AB39 3UX
Tel. 01569 740 352
Email: sponsorship@drgrahamshomes.co.uk

Treasurer

James Gibson
44 Aytoun Road, Pollokshields, GlasgowG41 5HN
Tel. 0141 423 8290
Email: treasurer@drgrahamshomes.co.uk

Other members of the Board of Trustees
Fiona Cranston Frances Dent Anne Donnan Frank Dunn
Aileen Fraser Shona Hume Alistair McCabe Jenny Moore
Jim Simpson Pat Simpson John Webster

External Appointments
Auditors

3

Cook & Co. Ltd.
Chartered Accountants
and Tax Advisors

Solicitors

BALFOUR & MANSON
54-66 Frederick Street,
Edinburgh EH2 1LS

Suite 525 Baltic Chambers
50 Wellington Street
Glasgow G2 6HJ

Bankers

BANK OF SCOTLAND
75 George Street
Edinburgh EH2 3EW

Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
James MacHardy
Friends,
Welcome to the 2019 Annual Report of the UK
Committee for Dr Graham's Homes. I trust you will find
it interesting and I hope, informative. It is comforting to
be able to report that we have had a good all-round
year at the Homes, as you will see from the reports of
our Treasurer and Scholarship Secretary.
The Treasurer, Scholarship Secretary and I visited the
Homes in September for talks with the team in
Kalimpong. We attended the AGM and Board meetings in Kolkata, and at the Homes,
the Birthday Celebrations and annual service commemorating the life and
achievements of the Very Rev. John Anderson Graham.
A year of stability in the Homes
Regular readers will remember that last year we were recovering from a period of
unrest in the Hills which resulted in the Children being sent home for over 100 days.
Post this event, the political discussions between the Government of West Bengal
and the local administrations appear to have been successful and there has been a
lengthy period of stability. This stability has been reflected in the Homes under the
leadership of Ganga Raj Tamang, who has been a strong hand on the tiller, with the
Homes benefitting from his considerable experience and knowledge. Mr Tamang has
now resumed his retirement and former Headmaster, Neil Monteiro has taken on
the role of Principal. Praveen Pradhan, Senior Master, moves up to become
Headmaster. We wish them well in their new roles.
The chapel renovation has started
On the 21st of January a team of builders from the Public Works Department moved
in to commence repairs to the Katherine Graham Chapel. This is a major
achievement as it is now seven and a half years since the earthquake which caused
so much structural damage. We are watching these repairs very closely, although
neither our committee or the BOM in Kolkata have any control over the work, which
is being funded by the Indian Government through Indian Heritage. We look forward
to the completion and the re- dedication of the Chapel, such an iconic and essential
Homes building. The date of our AGM this year falls on the 100th anniversary of the
passing of Katherine Graham after whom the Chapel was named. We are very
fortunate in having Fiona Cranston on our Trustee panel. Fiona is a Great Grand
Daughter of the Grahams.
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Other improvements around the
compound
Some Cottages have certainly
benefited from the work done over
2017/2018 and three cottages have
benefited from a make over done by
a team of OGB's who were on site in
January/February this year. They
were led by Vanda Campbell, an OGB
and former Head Girl. We are very
grateful to Vanda and her team for
this very worthwhile initiative, much
appreciated by the Children of these
cottages.
You may recall that we were
bequeathed some money from the
estate of Lady Holden, granddaughter of Dr Graham. This was
specifically left to provide activity
equipment for the play area within
the kindergarten complex. This
money was supplemented by a generous donation from Andrew Millinchip after he
arranged musical concerts at his school. Our colleagues on the Irish Committee had
also raised funds, and in discussion, it was agreed that they would use the combined
funds to affect an upgrade. I am pleased that this work has now been completed.
The Way Ahead
At last year’s AGM, we tabled a paper on 'The Way Ahead.' One of the items was to
examine the possibility of moving our Scholarship children to an establishment in
Kolkata or elsewhere. To investigate this, we set up two groups of Trustees, one to
look at the move to Kolkata and the other to look at maintaining the status quo in
Kalimpong. At our February meeting, taking all things into consideration, renewed
stability at the Homes, increased Sponsorship activity, a better understanding of the
intentions of the Board of Management, it was agreed to withdraw the motion and
concentrate all our efforts in supporting wholeheartedly, the Homes in Kalimpong.
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I have noticed that there have been
malicious rumours circulating about our
accounts and the question of
misappropriation taking place in India. All
supporters need to be aware that our
control of money is tight, thanks to the
good management of our treasurer, Jim
Gibson. I am confident that our money
going to India is properly spent and that
correct estimates and invoices are received
before any funds are sent out. The Indian
accounts are audited annually, as are ours,
and the Treasurer has been out to India
twice during my tenure as Chairman and
found nothing to give rise for concern.
Please be aware of this and make sure
supporters known to you are aware of this.
I accept we are dealing with India but we in
the UK Committee take all the necessary
precautions with our donated money.
London Curry Lunch
A regular calendar date for UK supporters over the years has been the London Curry
Lunch, held in October at St Columba's Church, Pont Street. Sadly, the London Ladies
decided to cease while on top! The final Lunch was a great success and well
attended. We thank all the ladies for their support and hard work over the years.
About our Trustees
As with any organisation change is good. Trustees move on and others with
particular skills come up to the plate. In the last year we have lost David Willis who
did a splendid job in collating and preparing our newsletters. David was instrumental
in updating our policies and procedures. We will miss him and are indebted to David,
who has moved to pastures new and we wish him well. Nina Toller also left the
group after a considerable time as a Trustee. She found that balancing effective time
to our group interfered with her full-time role as a Magistrate in the London Courts
and her new home in Devon. My best wishes and thanks go to both Nina and David.
Our Committee Secretary, Anne Hoggan is standing down this year after nearly 10
years in the role. My sincere thanks to Anne for a job well done and I welcome
Frances Dent to the role of Secretary. Anne and Frances are, I know, working on a
seamless handover.
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Our safe guarding policy
As a Charity we have a duty of care to the children we support. This is carried out
under the requirements of the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).
Working with OSCR and our lawyer we produced a Safeguarding Policy which has
been agreeed and signed by the Chair of the Board of Management in Kolkata and
myself representing the Trustees and you, the supporters. This Policy has been
adopted within the Homes and was promulgated in the December 2018 Newsletter.
To make this effective we require to know when supporters, donors and sponsors
are visiting the Homes. We then advise the Homes and they take appropriate action
to ensure people are welcomed and escorted throughout the visit. We ask for your
help in supporting this policy.
Sponsorship news
Our new Scholarship Secretary, Gloria Potter, has settled in well and is ardently
seeking out new Sponsors. Numbers of sponsors are increasing and therefore
numbers of needy children that we can support increases. Gloria, as well as other
Trustees are willing to speak to groups about our work and if you know of an
organisation or club that would be interested to hear about our work please contact
one of the Trustees.
Finally, my thanks go to all who support Dr
Graham's Homes.
This year our fund-raising, in addition to
dedicated sponsorship, reached a
significant amount. This is no mean
achievement and is done through the
diligence and good will of so many people
who want to see Dr Graham's Homes
continue to be a place where every
aspiration of a child is met, every hope
achieved, and Homes values giving each
child the chance of a better future.
Thank you for your continued support of Dr
Graham's Homes.
James MacHardy
Chair
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SCHOLARSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
Gloria Potter
It does not seem like a year since I stood at the
AGM and accepted the honour of becoming a
Trustee of Dr Graham’s Homes UK committee
and Scholarship Secretary. The Dr Graham’s
Board in Kolkata, and Homes Senior
Management team and many staff members on
campus have extended me a warm welcome and
we have formed very good working relationships.
I particularly wish to thank all supporters for
their patience and good will as I grappled with
updating systems and coping with new
technology, always keeping the focus on our
joint concerns with the children at Dr Graham’s.
Let me give you an overview of the Homes today and in particular our Scholarship
students. The UK database now securely holds some 1700 contacts, added to which
the website generates new contacts regularly. Our supporters are our strength and
it is marvellous that so many people have an interest in Dr Graham’s Homes today.
The current strength of the
Homes in total is 1,215
students. Of these there are
690 day scholars, 178 paying
boarders whose families
support their attendance, and
267 supported students. Of
these, the UK currently
supports 169, Australia 20,
Japan 1, Canada 13, Ireland 1,
and New Zealand 1. There are
also 180 staff children, some
of whom board, who pay no
fees but whose parents pay for uniform, books and extra tuition.
There are, at the time of writing, 25 new applications for support and 22 pupils will
be leaving school, with a few children whose status is still to be determined. Of the
UK supported children 160 are boarders and 9 are day scholars. The Board are
committed to increasing numbers, with particular focus on boarders.
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The campus is now operating
12 cottages: six for boys and
six for girls.
Lucia King is the kindergarten,
staffed by a very capable House
Parent heading a team of
trained and trainee children’s
workers. Each of the boys’
cottages has two house
parents, while the girls have
one house parent. The cottage
parents are supported by one
Girls Cottage and one Boys’
Cottage Supervisor. There has
been discussion with the Board
on job descriptions, conditions
of service, training and support
and they are looking at
increasing the staffing in girls’
cottages to match the
compliment in the boys.
Recently opened, is a Senior
Hostel for class XII students.
On my March 2019 visit, I was
asked to provide training for
the house parents. I agreed but
with the codicil that staff at the
Homes be co-opted to continue training and support and make it a usual feature of
the management process. I introduced a six-week training pack on ‘Parenting’, the
first session of which I delivered. The second session was delivered by Nichola
Pereira, Sponsor Support at Kalimpong, and Mrs D Mukhia, School Counsellor, with
the third to be delivered by House Parent Supervisors, and so on. The format of the
course is discursive and allows participants to share issues. These are noted then fed
into the management structure for action. It was agreed that following completion of
the module, House Parents should meet as a group on a monthly basis and discuss
concerns with senior staff.
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The school academic year
runs from mid-February to
early December, with a
two-week summer break
and several additional
religious holidays.
There is a Kindergarten,
Junior School and Senior
School. Tests, exams and
formative assessments are
regular features in each
term for all classes.
Additional coaching and
remedial classes are also
offered. Year X students
are presented for Indian
Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE) and class
XII for Indian School
Certificate (ISC). A
‘preliminary nurses’ course
and a ‘nursery nurses’
examination is available.

The school compliment of 64 teachers is managed by a senior management team of
Head Master, and Depute Head Teacher, Head of Junior School and Head of Senior
School, plus the heads of departments. They are supported by a School Counsellor
and a Teacher for Additional Needs. Technical, supportand office staff, complete the
picture.
It is notable that over the whole campus, through every department from cottage to
teaching and estate work, 64 staff are OGBs. Each class averages around 30
students, using formal/traditional class layout in rows of desks. Most classrooms in
the Kindergarten and junior school are airy and bright with good natural light, and
classes display student work on the walls. I observed, in all classes I visited, a high
level of student participation and teacher feedback.
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In Science, for example, the
Head of Department has
noted in the last two terms, a
greater attainment in all
science subjects with higher
marks achieved. Maths, a
compulsory subject, has been
an issue affecting supported
children particularly for many
years. A new Maths resource,
Doodlemaths, was identified
and offered free to Dr
Graham’s by EZ education
company. This has gained agreement for a trial, with the new Head Teacher and
Head to Junior School committed to take this forward. The new Head Teacher said
she was determined to lessen fear of Maths and thereby improve achievement.
In terms of feedback and reporting, and supporting teaching; agreement was
reached through discussions with the Board and Senior Management that former
Head, Hilda Peacock, would conduct a two-day in-service course on the curriculum
this term. There was also agreement that report card feedback would be re-designed
to be more effective. I will help by providing materials and resources.
During my visit this Spring, I tried to engage with all aspects of life on the campus.
A highlight was my visits to the individual cottages to see our Scholarship children in
their living environment. Fifty of these I invited to Jubilee House in smaller groups to
get to know them better and to work on life and study skills. Back in Kolkata at the
Birkmyre hostel, I met with 22 school leavers where I led life skills, interview skills
and first step guidance sessions.
It has been a busy, interesting and challenging first twelve months in post, and I
would like to thank the UK committee, and indeed, all the Overseas committees, in
New Zealand, Australia, Canada, Japan, and Ireland for their cheery support.
Gloria Potter
Scholarship Secretary
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THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
for the Year to 31st January 2019
Jim Gibson, UK Committee Treasurer
Our accounts for the year ended 31 January 2019 show
income of £349,019 and a deficit of £26,316. The
Independent Examination has been completed and we
reproduce below an extract of key sections of the
accounts, namely a Summary Report of the Trustees, the
Statement of Financial Activities and the Balance Sheet.
The summarised financial statements have been
extracted from the full financial statements which were
approved on 17 April 2019; they do not constitute the charity’s statutory financial
statements and may not contain sufficient financial information to allow for a full
understanding of the financial affairs of the charity.
Copies of the full financial statements are available free of charge from the
Treasurer, whose contact details are shown on page 3.
Jim Gibson

.

Treasurer
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You will find the Report of the Trustees on the following pages
and these should be read along with the financial figures.

Visiting a dormitory in
one of the boys’
cottages
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UK COMMITTEE OF DR GRAHAMS HOMES, KALIMPONG
Report of the Trustees for the year ended 31 January 2019
Charitable Objectives
The objective of the Charity is to raise money for the education and welfare of
children at Dr Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong, India. The Homes give care, guidance
and education to deprived and disadvantaged children from West Bengal and the
Darjeeling Hills country, usually, but not necessarily, of Christian Anglo-Indian
descent.
Principal Activities
The Charity’s principal activity is to encourage sponsorship of children and to engage
in fundraising ventures to meet the objective of raising money for The Homes in
India. The UK Committee shares this task with other Committees in Ireland, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand and Japan. The affairs of The Homes in India are governed by
a Board of Management based in Kolkata. Mrs Guha, a member of the Kolkata Board
of Management, represents the interests of the UK Committee on the Board of
Management. The UK Committee’s principal source of income is funds raised from
supporters, whether by regular donations or fundraising efforts, to provide
scholarships for children in need. This enables us to meet our full financial
commitment to supporting the children and students for whom we are responsible.
ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE
Support for the Homes
During the year the Charity continued to provide a significant level of support to The
Homes in India, supporting 169 children, with a further 63 students at further
education colleges. This compares with numbers supported in the previous year of
203 at school and 38 in colleges. The children who are supported come from
disadvantaged backgrounds, and care is taken to match children with supporters,
who are encouraged to maintain an individual and personal link with the children
who have been assigned to them throughout their time at The Homes.
Repairs to the infrastructure of the Homes following the damage caused by the
Earthquake of September 2011 are still ongoing. Progress in rebuilding is slow
because of logistical problems associated with mobilising labour and materials in the
Darjeeling Hills. We are pleased that the West Bengal Heritage Commission has
undertaken to fund and project manage all structural repairs and refurbishment
works to the Katherine Graham Memorial Chapel, which we hold to be the soul of
the school; we are delighted that restoration work started on 21 January 2019.
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The UK Committee has set aside
funds for cottage reconstruction and
has been working with GO, the
Global OGB Association, to effect
necessary repairs. There is a balance
of £8,000 to be sent when the
reconstruction work is completed to
the satisfaction of the Board of
Management in India. In addition,
we have sent £5,000 to the Irish
Committee, to assist them with a
major project to refurbish the
Kindergarten play area.
The major fundraising event during
the year was our annual London
Curry Lunch; this event has run most
successfully for 33 years but it has
become increasingly difficult to find
members to run the lunch and so
this was, sadly, the last London Curry
Lunch. The attendance broke all
records and the gratifying total of
£8,784 was raised.
In addition, coffee mornings and other events have been run by local supporter
groups. Our fundraising events in total raised over £18,000. We continue to
appreciate donations from church services and Guild meetings. Our income comes
from a large variety of sources and we are grateful to all those by whose loyalty and
ingenuity it is generated.
Interaction with The Homes
Our Chairman, Scholarship Secretary and Treasurer had a most worthwhile visit to
the Homes in September 2018, at the time of the Homes’ 118th Birthday
celebrations. As well as spectating at a number of events at which the children
excelled themselves in swimming, singing and in mounting a science and a
photography exhibition, they were able to have fruitful discussions with the Board of
Management and the Senior Management Team.
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Mr Ganga Tamang came out of retirement in 2017 and was appointed as
Superintendent on a short-term basis; he will step down in March 2019 and Mr
Neil Monteiro will become Principal with Mr Praveen Pradhan becoming
Headmaster. Ms Nichola Pereira has settled in well to the role of scholarship
liaison officer at the Homes, in succession to Mrs Ruth Glashan.
The UK Committee is continually seeking to ensure that the Senior Management
Team at the Homes functions effectively for the good of the children whom we
support. To this end we support the salaries of the scholarship liaison officers, at
both the Homes and at the Birkmyre Hostel in Kolkata, where the role of scholarship
liaison officer is critical in ensuring that students are making effective use of their
study time. The situation at the Birkmyre has been fluid during the year, partly
because the property is undergoing renovation. Mrs Marguerite Gasper left the post
in August 2018 and has been replaced by Mrs Gilda Gomez.
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Political situation in India
The underlying political situation in India in general and in the Darjeeling district in
particular is fragile. There has however been a measure of stability during the year,
compared with the disruption suffered in the previous year due to local strikes and
difficulty in remitting foreign currency.
Committee management
Trustee meetings have been held regularly to review aspects of fundraising and to
consider how best to support the needs in India. We have been in close contact with
the Board of Management concerning specific needs and priorities at Kalimpong. As
noted above, our Chairman, Scholarship Secretary and Treasurer have made official
visits to the Homes, and other Trustees have visited the Homes in a private capacity.
These visits provide liaison with the Board of Management and Homes staff, and
help to deal with matters concerning the children who are supported through the UK
Committee. Jim Simpson stood down as Scholarship Secretary at the Annual General
Meeting in May 2018 after a tenure of 10 years and we are most grateful to him for
the way in which he has worked tirelessly and effectively to engage with supporters,
sponsors, and staff at the Homes.
Gloria Potter has been appointed to the post of Scholarship Secretary. She comes
with excellent qualifications for the post and has set about her task with energy and
enthusiasm.
Outreach
Although the Charity did not participate in the “Heart and Soul” event run by the
Church of Scotland during General Assembly Week in May 2018, it retains strong
links with the Church of Scotland family, in particular with church Guilds, and we
appreciate the fact that the Moderator is one of our Honorary Presidents.
Contacts with potential new supporters have been made at events such as the
London Curry Lunch and by the efforts of those who have engaged in fundraising
events.
Investments
The investment policy is to ensure a good level of income consistent with security of
capital and accessibility of funds. Responsibility for investment management rests
with the Treasurer. Our stocks and shares are held in safe custody through Killik and
Co, stockbrokers, who provide investment advice when requested. Our holdings are
managed with a view to obtaining a balance between income and growth. At 31
January 2019, our portfolio was valued at £896,773 compared with £912,847 at 31
January 2018. The current yield on the portfolio is 3.6%. The portfolio is well
diversified and no significant changes were made during the year.
17
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FINANCIAL REVIEW
Principal sources of funds
The Charity’s activities and developments continue to be dependent upon funding
from a core of committed supporters, both individuals and groups, whose donations
and fundraising activities provides scholarships for particular children. Over 70% of
the funds required to meet our annual commitment to The Homes comes from these
sources. In addition, funds are received from legacies, and the committee
acknowledges with grateful thanks the amount of £78,679 which has been received
during the year.
Results for the year
The Statement of Financial Activities shows a deficit of £26,316 (2018 – surplus of
£203,027), consisting of a surplus of £28,612 (2018 – surplus £217,698) relating to
Unrestricted funds, and a deficit of £54,928 (2018 – deficit of £14,671) relating to
Restricted funds. Results for the year do not reflect the exceptionally large legacy
income of £237,099 and £50,000 of “one off” gifts received in the previous year.
Legacy income in the year was nevertheless high at £78,679, while ordinary donation
income remained relatively static at around £220,000 and there was a loss of
£12,574 on investments in a stock market which remains volatile (2018 - gain of
£40,472), and we have continued to draw down restricted funds in order to cover
sponsorship costs. The results for the year enable us to maintain reserves which will
be required to meet increasing costs at the Homes.The Balance Sheet at the year end
is healthy, with net assets of £1,216,735.
Utilisation of funds
The purpose of the Restricted funds has been to provide money for sponsoring
children at The Homes, and it is the Committee’s intention to use these funds over a
period of years to supplement funds received from individual supporters which do
not cover the full cost of the scholarships provided.
Statement on Risk
The Trustees consider that the major risks which they face are continuity of income,
fluctuations in foreign exchange, political uncertainty in India and local factors
affecting the management of the Homes inKalimpong. The potential impact of these
risks is minimised by regular correspondence with supporters and monthly review of
sponsorship funds received; sending remittances to India on a quarterly basis in
order to even out exchange fluctuations; and regular contact with and visits by
Trustees to the Homes to discuss operational issues.
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The school proudly boasts
a new yellow bus kindly
donated by a former pupil

Reserves Policy
It is the policy of the Charity to maintain unrestricted reserves which have arisen
from past operating results at a level which equates to no less than six months
income. It is considered prudent to keep this level to allow for possible difficulties
with funding or to provide finance for special projects. At the year end, unrestricted
funds amounted to £693,470, representing an amount in excess of one year’s
ordinary income. The Trustees regard this as satisfactory.
Plans for Future Periods
The political situation in India remains volatile. Inflationary pressures continue to
affect the Indian economy and these will inevitably affect the funds which we are
required to send to India. We are working with the Homes to ensure that there is full
justification for any increases in Homes costs, as these will in the longer term require
to be reflected in an increase in the funds provided for scholarships.
Child support, involving individual and personal links with children in need
throughout their school careers, is our Unique Selling Point. We will continue to work
with the Board of Management in India, offering advice and the benefit of
experience to help with the efficient running of The Homes and to ensure that The
Homes can deliver a high standard of education to all its pupils, together with
appropriate vocational training for less academic pupils.
On behalf of the Trustees
James MacHardy, Chairman
19

Dated: 17 April 2019
Charity recognised in Scotland SC 016341

.

Committee Secretary’s Report
Anne Hoggan
It has been a good year for the UK Committee. No
political unrest affecting our children’s education, major
progress in co-operation with the Board of
Management in Kolkata and an increase in the number
of sponsored/Scholarship children have all given us
reason to rejoice.
We have had three meetings during 2018/19, one in
London in St Columba’s church and two in Edinburgh in
the Royal Scots club. David Willis and Nina Toller have
retired from the Committee and we miss their
contributions to the work of the Committee.
I look forward to meeting up with many of you at the AGM and Curry Lunch on
15th May. As I step down after nearly 11 years as Committee Secretary, I thank all
who have supported me and I appreciate the friendships made. I am pleased to be
remaining as a Trustee.
Anne Hoggan

Secretary

The Homes are
grateful to Anne’s
quilting friends for
providing beautiful
hand stitched quilts
for the Lucia King
nursery.
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FRIDAY PATCHWORK GROUP IN CUPAR
A supporters’ sewing initiative
Last year, we featured a picture of
the Lucia King children holding up
their new quilts. These children
drew thank-you pictures and sent
them to the ladies in Scotland who
had cared enough to send them a
bit of warmth.

When the Friday Patchwork Group
in Cupar, organised by our own
Anne Hoggan, received the
pictures they decided to take the
children’s designs and create a
wall hanging from them. This
beautiful and skilled piece was
delivered to the Homes last month
by Gloria Potter.
Gloria writes: “For me, this wall
hanging reflects the nature of the
work we do at the Homes. Things
the children express in their art,
like the joy of having a home,
being cared for, having friends,
being happy, or being in the
garden rather than perhaps alone
and hungry on a Kolkata street.

All the pieces of cloth stitched together by different people
are like the way we work together with so many supporters
to try to make one picture of happy children!
Well done, supporters and Ladies and thank you Anne for this beautiful wall
hanging”.
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OGB WORK CAMP AT THE HOMES
Former pupils making a difference
This January a group of
twenty OGB’s, led by
Vanda Campbell (ex UK
committee and regular
sponsored bike rider)
spent a month at the
Homes renovating
cottages. GO, the
alumni association, has
been systematically
upgrading cottages,
but this was the first
large-scale work camp. The focus was on MacGregor Cottage and Wales Lodge.
MacGregor Cottage
The initial plan was to paint and repair the toilet area, dressing rooms, hallway,
scullery and cold storage. Vanda writes “We far exceeded the intended
programmeas many more challenges became evident as we worked, and with help
from local OGB’s we were able to give the dormitories and night toilet a facelift and
repair termite damaged floors and cupboards. New curtains were made and hung.
The tiling of the front verandah and repair of the back verandah with red cement
was an expensive addition, but completed the cottage.
Wales Lodge
Wales Lodge had
already been
upgraded so it was in
a fairly good state of
repair but very dull
and dreary needing
uplifting for the little
boys. Once again, we
achieved more than
we set out to do and were able to clean every room downstairs including the large
covered veranda, hallway, sitting room, dressing room, kitchen and toilets. A team
of young teachers from an OGB’s school in Bhutan were our young knights, balancing
on top of ladders, removing grease from the kitchen walls and windows and painting
the walls and ceilings a cheerful yellow.
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Sharon Foning, local OGB and doctor, brought a professional painter for the high
walls in the hallway. Termite damaged floor boards were repaired and the old
wooden furniture was meticulously cleaned by one volunteer. We made and
replaced all the curtains. Outside, the slide and swing frames were brightened and
walls refreshed. Our last day Monday, saw us scrubbing the final floors and polishing
with red cardinal and rubbing to a glorious shine.
We enjoyed the nostalgic experience of living in one of the cottages, though it was
bitterly cold. The ladies were accommodated in Murray Cottage, and the catering
was done here. Each volunteer paid their own way and we are very grateful to the
donors who paid for materials and our professional help. We are grateful to the
Board of Management, Principal and Headmaster, who allowed us to stay in the
cottages and sanctioned the work, and we thank friends in Kalimpong who
supported us and gave us wonderful meals on our time off.The most successful
outcome of this project has been the response from OGB’s worldwide who have
donated both in time and money.

Future Plans
Our second work camp is planned for
next January and Pauline (Brooks) Singh
and Sharon Foning have volunteered to
lead this. It is our hope that volunteering
at the Homes will become a regular
occurrence. The UK Committee has
always been supportive and an
inspiration but OGB’s must take on the
mantel and be proactive in their financial
and physical presence in the future of the
Homes.
The Principal and Headmaster are OGB’s
and they have the support and backing
of influential OGB’s locally.
Please help us to mature in this
future vision.
Vanda Campbell
GO, The OGB Association
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KINDERGARTEN PROJECT
An initiative of the Irish committee
“It is a privilege to contribute to the UK committee Annual Report”, writes Terence
Read, Chair of the Irish Committee supporting the Homes. “and we appreciate very
much the generous help and advice of our ‘big brother’, the UK Committee, on this
project”.
Over the years, the Irish
Committee’s support for the
Homes has been mainly through
infrastructural projects. These
mostly concern water: the
collection of rainwater during
the monsoon season, and its
storage for distribution by
extensive systems for use
during the dry season, thus
conserving valuable potable
spring water for drinking.
The Kindergarten is an
independent unit in the Homes
complex. It consists of six
classrooms, office, staff room
and toilets, surrounding a main
campus in the middle of which is
a raised covered platform. It
caters for up to 200 children and
20 staff, and effectively provides
the basis of modern education
for the youngest children.

All of the campus is covered in sand. Due to the extremes of climate in this part of
India we have a long dry season and a long, wet monsoon season. As a result, the
campus becomes a ‘dust bowl’ during the dry season and a ‘mud bath’ during the
wet season. This has a serious effect on the health and safety of the children in that
the sand gets churned up by the children playing, and the dirt gets into lungs and
clothing and is brought into the classrooms, causing serious health problems for both
children and teachers.
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The aim of this project is to cover the whole play area with a safe surface, while
providing an adequate drainage system to cope with the heavy rainfall. The level of
the whole area has been raised slightly, and the assembly area fitted with a new roof
and new safe tiled surface.
The whole play area was first stripped back and a layer of concrete applied.
Appropriate ‘eco’ drains have been installed, and new gully traps where required.
The drainage has been designed and fitted to combine with the main drainage
outside.
The most appropriate ‘Wetpour’ has been
sourced, and is applied in a two-layer
system, with the top layer using EPDM
rubber crumbs. The whole system provides
a safe shock absorbing surface. A main
attraction of the ‘wet pour’, besides the
safety factor, is that it is available in a
variety of colours, and has been installed to
a spectacular design chosen by the Homes.
In addition, new top-quality playground
equipment has been installed, comprising
slides, see-saw, merry-go-round, and also
three new park benches. We are very
grateful to the UK Committee for funding
these, and assisting towards other aspects
of the project.
The Irish Committee are very grateful for
the care and expertise of all involved in the
work. We are confident that the project
will contribute greatly to the health and
safety of the small children and their
teachers, and we hope that it will also bring
a new sparkle to showing off the quality of
care of the Homes for all its children.
Terence Read
Chair, Irish Committee
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Lorraine (Lolly) Raphael
A Homes girl who is an inspiration to all of us
Our guest speaker at
our Edinburgh AGM is
Lorraine Raphael, or
Lolly as she is known
by her many friends.
Lolly arrived in the
Homes as a baby in
Lucia King and
contracting Polio at an
early age, spent a lot
of time alone watching
other children play.
Lolly studied hard and transformed herself from a schoolgirl crippled by Polio into a
Social Worker receiving the Mother Teresa International Millennium Award.
Lolly dared to dream big, emerging as a winner in many different fields and
becoming a role model for the disabled. On December 3, 2009, World Disabled Day,
Lolly was awarded a state government award, “Role Model for the Disabled" by the
former Governor of West Bengal, Gopal Krishna Gandhi.
Lolly writes: "When I was in
school, I used to cry and fight
with God ... what could I do
with such a disability. Then I
realised that by helping others I
could touch the lives of other
people in a miraculous way.

When people look down on the disabled like they looked down on me, I just want to
tell them not to look at our disability but look at our abilities and give us
opportunities to contribute.”
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There is more to Lolly than meets the eye!
She is the winner of three ski-ing gold medals,
won in Norway ski-ing over distances of three
kilometers, five kilometers and ten kilometres.
Won, despite competition from more than
1,000 disabled participants from fifteen
different countries.
Lolly might need crutches and a caliper to
walk, but her life shows what can be done with
courage and determination. Lolly is a shining
example to current pupils
at the Homes.

The report of our committee 67 years ago ….
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Remembering those who have passed on
Coffey
Jacqueline Holtz and Jennifer Coffey from America notified Dr Graham’s Homes of
the death of their Father, Timothy Graham Coffey in February 2018. They also
intimated the death of their Uncle, Patrick Graham Coffey from the Canadian branch
of the family. Both Patrick and Timothy, members of the Graham family, grew up at
the Homes in Kalimpong.
In April 2019, the Coffey Family visited Kalimpong and held a memorial service for
their father and uncle. The ashes of Timothy and Patrick were laid to rest alongside
their mother and their ancestors in the small graveyard at the Homes. The Coffey
and Holtz families have established Dr Graham’s scholarship places for two young
boys in honour of their Father and Uncle.
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Van den Berg
Monica Van den Berg passed away in February 2019. Monica was remembered by
the UK committee as a stalwart supporter of Dr Graham’s. Her tireless efforts did
much to support the Homes. Our sympathies are with her family at this time.
Johnstone
Mrs Angela Johnstone, whose family were tea planters in Assam, died in March
2019. Mrs Johnstone was an active supporter of Dr Graham’s. Her life was
exemplified by an abounding care for adults and children. Her compassionate and
inspirational work in West Bengal, and on the borders of Tibet led to a long
association with Dr Graham’s. Her passing is a sad loss for her family who remember
her very proudly as a woman of quiet courage.
Millar
The news that Gladys Cumming Millar had died in March 2019 was intimated by her
daughter, Leigh Thomson. Gladys was originally from Dundee from where she and
her friend, Vera, set off to visit the Homes in the late 50’s and early 60’s, Gladys
worked with the children and young people at Dr Graham’s, where one OGB
remembered that she sang very sweetly. Gladys had very fond memories of her time
in the Homes and we pay tribute to her for her pioneering spirit and for all she did
for the children then. Our sympathies are with Leigh and her father on their sad loss.
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Inauguration of the new Principal and Headmaster
Mr Neil Monteiro has taken on the role of Principal and Mr Praveen Pradhan is
promoted from Senior Master to become Headmaster. We wish them well in their
new roles. Here we see Neil and Praveen at the April Inauguration ceremony and
Neil receiving the blessing of Chair, Gillian Hart. For the first time both Principal and
Headmaster are former pupils.
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OUR NEXT EVENTS

London Reception
St. Columba’s Church, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD
Wednesday 23 October 2019

5 – 8 pm

Friends and supporters are invited to an evening of wine and canape's
An opportunity to gather and discuss all things Dr Graham's Homes!

No reservation required. Please come, and bring a friend!

Garden Opening in Dundee

Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 October 2019
3 – 7 pm
12 Glamis Drive, Dundee DD2 1QL
Frances and John Dent will be opening their garden under Scotland’s Gardens Scheme and
some of the proceeds will be for the UK Committee of Dr Graham’s Homes.
It is a half-acre south-facing garden with views of the River Tay and Fife hills. Features
include mature trees and shrubs, a tennis court lawn, herbaceous borders and a small
woodland area which hides a miniature topiary garden, a bower, ponds and other
surprises. Come in the afternoon to enjoy the autumn colours, have tea and cake in the
marquee and stay later to see the water features and hidden corners come to life with
coloured floodlights.
For more information see www.scotlandsgardens.org
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1900 - 2019

OVER A CENTURY OF CARING FOR CHILDREN
Founder -The Very Reverend John Anderson Graham DD, LL.B, CIE
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 1931
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